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RAINBOW RUN FOR THE END OF AIDS 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS / CONTRIBUTORS 


Brent Nicholson Earle, the man who ran 10,000 miles around this country in 1987 
to awaken Middle America to the AIDS epidemic, will run again this summer. 

The Rainbow run for the end of AIDS is a 1.000 mile run 
from San Francisco to Vancouver. Brent begins June 7 and 
arrives in Vancouver on August 4 to attend The Gay 
Games. 

Brent will dedicate the Rainbow Run to two leaders of the 
gay and lesbian community: Dr. Tom Waddell, founder of 
The Gay Games, and artist and activist Keith Haring—both 
cut down by AIDS. 

Carrying a Rainbow Flag—the symbol of the gay & lesbian 
community—Brent will make appearances at fundraisers in 
major cities along the route, raising money and awareness 
for local AIDS groups. 

The Rainbow Run needs your financial support. And we 
need volunteers on the East and West Coasts to distribute 
leaflets, coordinate publicity, and sell t-shirts and buttons. 
Will you go the distance with us? 


The Rainbow Run is endorsed by ACT UP New 
York. The Federation of Gay Games. Gay 
Games III, Front Runners/NY. OutWeek. The 
Names Project. SAGE. Team New York. & New 
York in '94. 


RAINBOW RUN FOR THE END OF AIDS 

Name: _ 

Address: _ 


□ Mbs. I want to sponsor Brant for_ 


@ $4 0 per mile. In honor / memory of 


□ I enclose a contribution of 
_$125_$75_$35 _$15_other 


Make checks payable to AREA 
_ H>»e American Run tor the End of AIDS) 

300 Mercer Street. Suite 26L • New York. NY 10003 
Your contribution is tax-deductOle 


ITINERARY 

JUNE 

7 - Leaving San Francisco 
7-Oakland/Berkeley CA 

13 - Sacramento CA 
15 - Russian River CA 

22 - Chico CA 

23 - San Francisco for Aids Conference 

24 - Gay Pride Day in San Francisco 

JULY 

4 - Medford OR 

5 - Grants Pass OR 

14 - Eugene OR 
18 • Salem OR 
21 - Portland OR 
25-Olympia WA 

26 - Tacoma WA 

27 - Seattle WA 

AUGUST 

4 - Vancouver—arrival for 
The Gay Games 


New York City Coordinator: 
Jay Blotcher (212) 533-4913 
San Francisco Coordinator: 
Rob Rodd (415) 851-1453 
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Cover Considerations 

A recent letter to Out Week by novelist Sarah Schulman 
raises questions about our policy concerning cover pho¬ 
tographs. She cites "a very disconcerting rumor' that the rea¬ 
son OutWerk primarily runs covers of white men is because 
when you don't, sales drop.* She continues that ‘if it is really 
true chat the gay male community...is so sexist and racist that 
they won't purchase a gay magazine if there are women or 
Black people on the cover* then this deserves to be raised in 
editorials and columns ‘full of CAPITAL LETTERS.* 

There are two important issues here One is whether sales 
of lesbian and gay publications like ours drop when women or 
people of color are on the cover. The second Is, If they do, 
does OutWeek ‘capitulate,’ as Ms. Schulman writes, to these 
‘racist, sexist buying practices'? 

On the first question, statistics here show that sales usually 
dropped for the approximately one-third of our covers that 
depicted women, while issues that have had people of color 
on the cover have shown no measurable drop in purchases. 
The sexist, selfish implications of this phenomenon are obvi¬ 
ous, pathetic and need to be continuously addressed by cur 
community, particularly gay men. 

As to the second question: For most magazines, financial 
considerations arc the sole factor in determining what goes on 
a cover. In a lesbian and gay magazine, however, financial con¬ 
siderations are not the only ones that determine cover art Wc 
have a responsibility to make sure our magazine physically and 
editorially reflects the values we espouse. Because of that, we 
often deliberately choose covers that may result in a drop in cir¬ 
culation but which give visibility to an important topic or group 

Visibility, which we as gays and lesbians demand of soci¬ 
ety at large, is an end in itself for a gay and lesbian magazine. 
Giving visibility to groups unfairly ignored or made invisible is 
one of Out Weeks reasons for existence. While a cover is not 
an entire magazine and often bears little relationship to most 
actual content, it does have symbolic value. 

At Out Week, some business advisers have complained that 
too few covers are designed to achieve maximum circulation. 
On the other side, we sometimes hear that too many are, and 
that too few combat the invisibility of lesbians and communi¬ 
ties of color. 

No publication, especially a new one, can afford to totally 
ignore the bottom line. Yet no gay and lesbian magazine 
deserves to survive if it Ignores the moral bottom line. The 
struggle to balance economic survival against the need for fuD 
inclusion and visibility remains an unfortunate fact of life, and 
we invite readers' comments on how best to deal with h. 
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LETTERS 


BodybuMBeef 

As o member of the 
bodybuilding community. I 
must take Issue with your 
rather scurrilous April 25th 
(no. 43) cover story ‘Big 
Toned Gats.' the world of 
lesbian bodybuilding. First 
off there it no lesbian body¬ 
building—only bodybuild¬ 
ing. which, as m oil sport, 
includes straights, gays, lee 
Mans. Orientals. Stocks, etc. 

There seems to be a 
rather bitter tone coming 
from the people Inter¬ 
viewed regarding personal 
appearance. l.e. Jan Amlin 
•femme up her appear¬ 
ance.* Where does it say 
that a competitor In any 
sport shouldn't be attrac¬ 
tive? BodytxikBng Is ctso an 
entertainment. No entertain¬ 
er who has hopes of suc- 


Tm ALESXANI* 

One final note of the 
women featured In the arti¬ 


cle. None have physiques of 
such o collber that their 
comments can orty be con¬ 
strued as sour grapes And 
they do a d&servtce to the 



NYC National fhyeque Com¬ 
mittee. the govemPg Feder¬ 
ation. for bodybc4ders and 
its athletes. Judges and pro¬ 
moters. 

ftodheyfad 

Manhattan 

Doin'I For Ourselves 

I've Just seen your edto- 
rtal on 'Lesbians and AIDS’ 
(no. 44. May 2) endorsing 
(among other things) o 
cohort study on woman-to- 
woman traremlsston. Kudos 
on your ooiiogeous and. I 
know very wel. controver** 
stancei 

Last year, at the "Les¬ 
bians and ACS' wortahop (a 
last minute Inclusion) at the 
Natloncf AIDS Update, sever- 
cf of us spoke to the need for 
community study ond 
octMsm In determining what 
the risks are tor lesbians and 
how to fight against the 
ghettoizing of those lesbians 
who ao Mng wtlh HA/ Infec¬ 
tion and AIDS. Lesbians wtlh 


HIV are conWnuciy rendered 
hvttrie. blamed tor being I. 
and cJscocnted not only by 
the ices of Ihe COC but afro 
t) cxi "own community ,* 

I'm fed up with being 
shouted down because 
what I know from my experi¬ 
ences os a lesbian core 
provider and as an advo¬ 
cate of safer sex/writer/ 
octtvtst are reduced to 
•anecdotal* or somehow 
•psychological manifesta¬ 
tions (of sexphotSa or homo¬ 
phobia).* Hardly, honey. 
What gets me is these girls 
are often those loudly dis¬ 
claiming governmental/ 
pharmaceutical brands of 
'scientific method* m other 
ACS contexts. 

Nobody's going to do It 
for us. We gotta do it for our- 
selves—as usual. So let's And 
out If/how woman-to- 
woman transmission con 
happen akeodyl And have 
some hot and homy work- 
drops of our own. 


ceeding gets up on stoge 
without ihe posstte ‘LOOK.* 

If Ms. Lurie hod both¬ 
ered to do her homework 
she would have known the 
female breast tissue does not 
flatten out from Anabolic 
Steroids. But. from various 
upper body chest exercis¬ 
es—hence the need (for 
those who choose) to have 
breast Implants. 

The statement that only 
a handfd of national com¬ 
petitions use urinalysis Is 
untrue. Al mentioned nation- 
at competition s are dug test¬ 
ed And with reference to 
the Ms. Olympia contest, 
there Is random drug testkrg 
given with only two days 
notice. 

I'm disappointed with 
Usa Shoenberg s statement 
that ‘they, the Judges.'don't 
want lesbians to represent 
female bodybuilding.* The 
Judges don't know the com¬ 
petitors' SEXUAL PREFER¬ 
ENCES. I know of no com¬ 
petitions where an athlete 
has come on stoge declar¬ 
ing via microphone or sign 
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ri ospockJfy exerting to 
see a co-sexuai puMcanor 
fce you* take a stand which 
k Investigatory and Inclusive, 
not condescefKflng 

Mcrea f*kjray 
Boston. MA 

Fixture Fixation? 

I Imagine my surprise 
when, at I reod the May 2nd 
Issue. I found myself referred 
to as a ‘Democratic Party tlx- 
tue* dee no. 44. 'Gay Parti¬ 
sans Fie Letter...'). Adualy. 
when I reod that over again. 
I wasn't sue If you meant to 
refer to me In that way. of V 
you simply forgot to put In a 
comma, which would have 
changed the meaning of the 
sentence. Given my own 
confusion about how to 
Interpret what you hod writ¬ 
ten. I decided to write this 
letter and dartfy something 
tor you and your readers. 

I cm not a faturo of the 
Democratic Party, (indeed. I 
am not a 'fixture* of any¬ 
thing.) It Is true that I have 
worked on several progres¬ 
sive electoral campaigns 
within the Democratic Party 
and might do the same 
again In the future. I was 
Involved In those efforts not 
because l have ony faith 
that the Democratic Party 
w■ offer lorg-term moaning 
fd solutions to the problems 


of our community and our 
nation faces, but because to 
my options these particular 
races represented an Impor¬ 
tant step forward. 

One of the organizations 
I work with Is the National 
Committee for Independent 
PoflkxS Action, a network of 
organizers from a range of 
progressive social move¬ 
ments. We share a commit¬ 
ment to working to buid o 
national. Independent, pottl- 
cal force which Is strong 
enough to mount and win 
electoral campaigns, as well 
as engage In organizing and 
mobilization of people in 
non-electoroi efforts. I hope 
that the time vrti come when 
It w* be realistic to buld a 
new party In this country. In 
the meonttme. those of us 
who work for change con 
not Ignore the positive 
Impact of some Democratic 
Party races, nor the struggle 
of African-Americans and 
Latinos within that party. 

Lotto Cagan 
MarMton 

Two Wrongs 

In an otherwise informa¬ 
tive edftlon of GtAAD IWngs 
(no. 44, May 2). Henry Yeager 
makes the unfortunate 
observation that '...the 
American pubic Is probably 
more openly homophobic 


than roc 1st.* On the sur¬ 
face. perhaps this seems 
true; It Is. after all. more 
acceptable to say 'fog- 
got' or 'dyke' In public 
than 'nigger.' Buth a soci¬ 
ety as deeply racist as ous. 
Ihls Is not a very ■urtnotlng 
observatlon. 

Yeoger probably did 
not mean to Imply that 
African-Americans have It 
better than white gay men 
and lesbians. Yet that Is 
how hb compartoon comes 
across. In this he Is by no 
meons alone; gay white 
people often complain that 
we do not have the clvtl 
rights that Blocks gained In 
the 60s Such a view Ignores 
the devastating economic 
exclusion of Americans of 
African descent, an exclu¬ 
sion not likely to be experi¬ 
enced by those of us who 
are gay and white (men In 
parttcdar). 

Rather than downplay¬ 
ing the oppression of others 
(by design or commission), 
let us CM work to recognize, 
expose and eradicate 
oppression of all people, 
however ■ manifests itself. 

Stove Quarter 
Manhattan 

Advice to the Shrink-torn 

Your ortlcle 'Need a 
Shrink?' (no. 44. May 2) was 


Blurt Out 


STRIKE A POSE... 

Gnashing her teeth over a nosh at Jerry's. Sandra BsrMrd let Vokt columnist Michael Musto 
in on the rtsl realnesr *h had gotten blown out of proportion I mean, God. you know. Madonna 
is a raging lesbitnl I mean, why don't they take it really Ktaraltyl At this point it's, Eke. shut the 
fuck up. Minority groups a re so desperate to be valideted. So when they sea two women, 
even if it's totally-in-cheek, they went to bePeve it's for real so they can go. Look, they’re 
doing it, we're OK. We're not freaks/1 understand that The bottom line is they shouldn't need 
validation from people like Madonna and ma to feel good about themselves.. .We're not making 
fun of the community. It's strictly between the two of us...It doosn't make me any lets of a 
friend to the gay community* More recently, Madonna swirled through the Arsonh Hsll Show 
like a mad sirocco. Taking a moment to confirm that she had never 'pulled [Sendra'sl tights 
down,' she wondered if her host might not himself have helped put Eddie Murphy's knickers 
in ■ twist 


OMIWEIK 



very good. Having been a 
gay ocIMst and psychology 
for 20 years In New York, I 
would Bee to mention a few 
additional things that are 
important considerations for 
ftndtog a pood Iheraptofc 

First, there are an awfU 
lot of ^competent therapists 
out there—both tfraltfit and 
gay with and without 
advanced degrees. So be 
crttlcol and Interview at least 
two or three perspective 
therapws before deddrtg on 
one; 

Second, the man or 
woman one chooees shoiAd 
have some real knowledge 
of a terrtnW anaty* of gen- 
dor rotoi 

Third, he or she should 
be at least somewfwt happy 
as a gay person and should 
seem like they have had 
tome Hgnklcant sexual oxpo 
rience and been comfort¬ 
able wtlh that experience. 

Foulh. don’t pick some¬ 
one who wonts his or her 
patients to be their Wends. 
This often masks the shrink's 
own deep personal need 
and often grows out of on 
Inadequate psycho-sexual 
If#, and 

RnoBy. please don't be 
afraid to leave therapy If you 
ore not getting some remit In 
a couple of months, and/or 
find yourself consistently 
uncomfortable with the ther¬ 
apist's style or methods. You 
con find someone else or 
you ccn dwoys go bock. 

Keep up you very fine 
work, especially you cover- 
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oge of tesbian/gay po«»lc* 
and AIDS. 

JknSoralH.PhD. 

Manhattan 

RakSng Party 

Abouf tan minutes after 
being let In to me Wednes¬ 
day night Srescape at Twen¬ 
ty/ Twenty, past a man 
arguing with the bouncer 
who denied him admission, 
the police arrived on the 
scene and Informed us that 
the bar was closed. Some 
patrons cited overcrowdtog 
which created a tiro hazard, 
othaa darned It was lack of 
a cabaret license and 
another speculated that, 
whatever It was, we could 
thank the guy who was 
turned away tor mcfdng the 
phone cal. which promptly 
brought the po«c* over. 

A tew weeks ago I was 
Informed by staff at the 
WOW cate that the reason 
they hod no ktenttltcatton on 
the burtdhg was to keep the 
pcice Horn coming In dirtng 
performances and sending 
everybody home, again, 
under the name of fire haz¬ 
ard. due to ovetcrowdng. 

Legitimate concern or 
blatant horassment? I 
thought the days of police 
rdds on the bars and havtog 
to keep a low profile were 
over. 

HeieneChrtrtopoutos 

Manhattan 

Les Is More 

Thanks so much for 
printing some of my gay 
thoughts about My Com - 
rode and Ststorl magazine 
(no 43. Apr. 25). If that was 
an 'outing' I'd certainly rec¬ 
ommend It to others; the 
experience was very fcerat 
Ing and I got tons of great 
feedback. 

I guess the only major 
point I dkJn't get to convey 
In the article Is that My Com¬ 
rade and Ststerl Is available 
at stores such os Patricio 
Held. Oscct Wide. St. Mark's 
Bookstore. Einstein's and 
Manic Panic. But 1 suppose 



that Info could be men¬ 
tioned m another Issue, per¬ 
haps this one, yes7 

OufWeefc you constant¬ 
ly amaze me. Good tack In 
d you do. 

les Simpson. E<ftor 
MyComrode/Ssferf 

Straight Debate 
What we of the Find tor 
Human Dignity llnd most cfc- 
turbing about your recent 
editorial ('Strolghts, Gays 


and Leadership,* no. 43, Apr. 
25) Is your Insistence that 
there can be only one way 
to advance the gay/lesbian 
cause of tolerance and self- 
affirmation. Our view holds 
that the greater the dverslty 
of approaches used, the 
greater the opportunities we 
hove tor success. 

The educational mission 
of the Fund tor Human Digni¬ 
ty is to encouroge better 
understanding of gay and 


^GLOBAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

RINDS 

You can capitalize on what could become a great 
growth industry in the 1990's and make a socially 
responsible investment at the same time. 

And your dollars can work to create a cleaner 
environment and a healthier quality of life. 

For free information, call us at 212-269-0110 
or 800-262-6644 or return the coupon below. 

1 



CHRISTOPHER ST. FINANCIAL , INC. 


00 Wall Slrwi. New ttjrk. NY 10005 
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lesbian itves. on the premise 
mot Ignorance b the root of 
prefudce. \N» employ a vari¬ 
ety of approaches, inducing 
telephone material*. the 
medio, conference* and 
channel grants. 

AN our »ervtcei are 
mode postble by the cotab- 
orattve effort of volunteer*, 
(taff. donor* and friends. 
Faced with growth ond 
chonge. the Fund recog¬ 
nized that strong and respon¬ 
sive management was 
essential to help all these 
participants do their job* 
moreeffecttvery. 

IN* was a primary con- 
ederatton m the mettxx*cal 
search for a new executive 
director. In Robert Bradlng 
we found not orfy me profee- 
*lonal skills we sought, but 
otso a specie* abmy to fcten 
and respond to other peo¬ 
ple's concerns; a generous 
and genuinely humanistic 
attitude; a dedication to 


social progress; ond first¬ 
hand experience (os an 
associate director of the 
National Conference of 
CNUlians and Jews) m creat¬ 
ing bridges where there are 
chasms of rrimiderstandng 
between group* of people. 
This Is why Robert Bracing Is 
me next executive drector 
of me Fad tor Honan Dignity 

The problem with the 
rtgkSty of viewpoint set forth 
h your edtorld Is that If does 
not alow for response to a 
changing reollty. To claim 
that anything wo* 
’answered' 20 years ago Is 
to assume stagnation, in 
fact, we seem to hove 
opened ip even more ques¬ 
tion* and chalenges m that 
time, ond that Is a mark of 
the health and dynamism 
that powers the gay and les¬ 
bian community. 

Among many changes, 
the most pertinent here Is 
that, imply put. It Is now *e- 


gd In the Ctty of New Vbrk to 
dtcrimlnate in Nrtng on the 
basis of sexual orientation. 
Mdu worked for that law. We 
worked for that law. Are you 
now Insisting that we Ignore 
the letter and spktt of that 
law? That we exempt our¬ 
selves from it, a wodd some 
organizations on 'religious* 
grounds? That we assume 
the law applies only when 
we are on the receiving end. 
and not when we are 
empowered to odvance Its 
Inherent fcSmess? 

We hope not. A history 
of cSscrlmlnotton doe* not 
have to Justify reverse dis- 
crlmlnatlon on our part. We 
do not agree that a non-gay 
person should hove to 
■prove' himself 'worthy.' or 
be subjected to any narrowly 
defined, sock* or poltlcc* It 
mus test to determine (oh. 
please!) 'moral groundng*— 
Just to work ideby-ide with 
ustoocNeveougoals. 


we of the Fund for 
Humon Dignity have no 
doubt mat oa choice of a 
non-gay executive dkector 
will be the grist for much 
phlosopNcd dscusion. TNs 
is as it should be. But we 
hope the lesbian and gay 
community will be open- 
minded enough to give It a 
to* chance. 

Ws are confident of on 
decision, and we dlsogree 
strongly with you assertion 
that It Is 'an Irmit to every 
gay or lesblon who ever 
thanklessly worked a mid¬ 
night crisis line or partici¬ 
pated In a demonstration.' 
We are those people, too. 
And what we see to an affir¬ 
mation of the success of ai 
that had work; that gay and 
lesbian Issues are better 
inderstood and more widely 
vcSued as an essential part of 
a better society. ’Gory prob¬ 
lems' are everybody's prob¬ 
lems. 
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The work continues, and 
ft needs all the hetp. Ideas 
and allies It can get. The 
chcMenges grow end change. 
We see no reason to limit 
opportunities because of 
prejudee of stagnant thhkkig. 

Am Wfcon, 
Frank Slatk, Co-Chah 
The Fund for Hunan Dignity 
Manhattan 

Herstory lesson 
Concerning ‘Notes on 
the Modem LesWan/Wan- 
dertng Through Hertand* (no. 
40. Apr. 4): 

While I do remember 
making a statement about 


the need for unity among 
gay men and lesbians, I cer¬ 
tainly don't remember look¬ 
ing glazed and Incoherent 
whle doing It. In foct. I admit¬ 
ted my Ignorance to Ms. 
Maggenti at the kitchen 
table. She wf be pleased to 
know my curent roommate 
has made great hvoods In 
acquainting me with my les¬ 
bian herstory. which I inforfu- 
natety dUh't have a chance 
to learn when coming out 11 
yean ago. 

Uz Tracey 
Manhattan 

Slay Quiet Don ! Bol 

There ere many of us In 
San Francisco who are qiite 
concerned about the threat 
of violence during It* Jine's 
Sixth Annual International 
AIDS Conference. 

• Thousands of medical. 


scientific and social service 
professionals from a variety 
of countries, some travetog 
at extreme sacrifice, will 
meet to exchange Informa¬ 
tion and learn new ways of 
•ghttng this epidemic. There 
will also be thousands of 
people w«h HIV dbease. thek 
famfles and triends express¬ 
ing thek concern, anger and 
frustration that many nation¬ 
al governments (ours chief 
among them) have respond¬ 
ed fer too slowly to the dev¬ 
astation wrought by AIDS. 
Add to this the thousands of 
people who migrate to San 
Francisco during that week 
to celebrate Lesbian and 
Gay Freedom Day. and 
you have a potentially 
combustible mixture. And 
the world press wl be here 
to record how we deal 
with It. 

There are some AIDS 
octMsts. from outride San 
Francisco, who have 
called for riots on the 
streets of our city. This Is 
deplorable. 

The harm that such 
violence can do. to those 
Involved In any octlon. 
and to the tight against this 
epidemic. Is legion. Such 
behavior win only supply 
more ammunition to those 
who would slow down the 
tight against AOS. 

At a time when the ax- 
rent level of money and voi- 
inteer effort cannot keep up 
with the need, we must find 
ways to mdre our point cre¬ 
atively and non-vtokrtly. 

All notional and local 
faith ggroups and organiza¬ 
tions who are concerned 
about this epidemic must let 
thek voices be heard. Let us 
work together to send a 
peoceM but powerful mes¬ 
sage to the world that this 
epidemic must end. 

Bob Netoon. Chak 
Sf hterwigtOiM 
CoaKononAtOS 

Who's Oul first? 

Although I'm reluctant 
to help Robert Williams 


remain in the spotight, criti¬ 
cism of me b hb letter In Hue 
44 (May 2) does Indeed rose 
an Interesting question I 
hope you w* explore. Wxrt Is 
“being out” In 1990? 

Robert and I disagree 
about how many open, non- 
cetoate lesbians and gays 
have been ordained In the 
Episcopal Church. In his let¬ 
ter, Robert has modfled his 
position dgnklcanlty. He now 
ckrims he was the first lesbian 
or gay man ‘ordained with 
the ful knowledge of every¬ 
one concerned at every 
level of the process.* That's 
not true, but even If It were. 
It's not what the press was 
told. Had they been told 
that, l suspect very few 
would have shown up In 
Hoboken on December 16. 
Accordhg to press accounts, 
what they were told by the 
docese was merely ‘Robert 
Wiliams will be the second 
openly homosexual person 
to be ordakwd In the Episco¬ 
pal Chach* 

Throughout his letter 
Robert uses phrases such as 
*o truly openly lesbian or 
gay priest.* * reaOy out.* *1 
don't caff that being out' 
and ‘very few...meet my 
deltnttton (and I think. Out- 
Week's) of being out. Tm 
wtbng to admit I’m wrong If 
there Is some new dettnltton 
of ‘out* that I've missed. 
Granted, the term has 
changed through the years 
‘Coming out* originally 
meant having one s first sex¬ 
ual encounter—a meaning 
of the phrase still used to 
describe a certain literary 
genre, I thought the curent, 
though perhaps now outdat¬ 
ed meaning, was being hon¬ 
est about one's sexudlfy with 
one's self and with anyone 
who asks or who needs to 
know. Of couse, people are 
out to varying degrees with 
dkferent people and In affer¬ 
ent situations, but what " 
degree of openness makes 
one truly out or really out? 
Does one have to wear a 
sign to the supermarket or 


the gym? Does one hove to 
be on the cover of Ouf- 
Week? 

I hope you'll consider 
doing an edtortd to e**xe 
this question. 

This disagreement 
between Robert and me 
over definitions started 
because several priests and 
thek friends contacted me to 
say that they were bothered 
by Robert's claims. During 
their ordination processes 
they hod been honest with 
everyone who ariced Ihem— 
and many who hadn't. Many 
hod paid dearly for their 
openness. Inducing, In sever¬ 
al cases, having thek ordho- 
tlons postponed for years. 
The Rev. Ray Mesier. now 
priesf-kveharge of St. Sknon's. 
Staten Island, was expeled 
from seminary for being gay 
more than 20 years before 
his ordination. During the 
ordination process he had 
frank dscusrions with a* the 
committees and his bishop 
about his sexualty. Hb spon¬ 
soring partrii was ftdy awere 
he was gay and In a rotation- 
sf*>. What dbtlngulshed Ray 
from Robert? A press release 
If press coverage is reqdred 
to be truly or realty open, 
fxen perhaps Robert b right. 
Let me know what you think. 

EdgcrK. Byham 

Guttenberg. NJ 


Midnight at the Oasis 

James Waller's piece 
(‘The Sex Prophet.' no. 42. 
Apr. 18), which purported to 
be an even-handed report¬ 
ing of the Robert Williams 
debode wtlh the Episcopal 
Diocese of Newark, was 
screamingly deficient In 
proper research. 

I don’t know who the 
‘several sources* were who 
‘corroborated WllllamV 
claim that the board of 
dkectors of The Oads MHstry 
Is stacked with members who 
are closeted gays ond les¬ 
bians...* but l do know that 
the dalm Is slanderous bib- 
shit and shouldn't hove been 
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reported without checking 
with the board persona*/. I 
do not consider being pub- 
»cty named as o gay man 
slanderous—but I do consid¬ 
er being called homophobic 
slanderous, since l‘ve been 
working In the gay rights 
movement tor 14 yean. You 
olso failed to mention that 
halt of the board are non- 
gay lay and dergy people, 
who are not arty visibly and 


proudly pro-gay/lesbian, 
but certainly not vengeful 
and vindictive as Robert 
Williams himself Is. You 
might atao Bee to know that 
I h announcing Robert's res- 
1 Ignatton from hls post, the 
entire board stood up pub- 
ilcty before the assembled 
dbocesan convenlton. 

One more point would 
be that the board of The 
Oasis requested WtlHoms 
resignation because he 
was unwtltng fo perform 
the Job tor which we hted 
Nro-and that Included, tor 
better or worse, obeying hls 
bishop. I was sorry we were 
forced to do what we dkl. I 
am even sorrier that WBams 
seems to have decided to 
devote hls entire life to 
destroying his own work and 
the work of his gay and les¬ 
bian predecessors within the 
Episcopal Church. Just 
because hls board of direc¬ 
tors wouldn't let him play me 


game his way. Not one 
member of the board has 
ever sdd anything publdy to 
question WHamt' vafcSty as 
a priest, nor did any of us 
ever expect the hysterical 
enmity that foSowed his resig¬ 
nation. 

Equally pointless is 
Waller's final comment that 
there has been no sense of 
humor In the whole WBams 
debate. Every priest In the 
Episcopal Church must first 
and foremost be a diplomat, 
playing the feelings ond 
needs of hls flock before 
his/her own need to be Up at 
amusing Every green-bom 
politician knows that. A 
newly-ordained gay priest 
octlng as the head of a con- 
trovenlal new minMry shoiid 
be doubfy aware of this del- 
cafe portion. 

If Waller believes 
Williams' claims to be the 
Innocent victim of a conspir¬ 
acy of homophobic closet 


coses, then he's more 
gullible than any Journalist 
ought to be. 

Ulysses G. Dietz 
Secretary, 
The Oasis 
Maplewood, NJ 

James Water Responds: 

Mr. Dietz mfjfakenfy 
defects a bias in my piece 
on Robert WUarn that sim¬ 
ply Is not there. Despite my 
obviously personal com¬ 
ments on wmarrv efficacy 
as a priest and on hls sense 
of humor, the article as a 
whole can hardly be con¬ 
strued os a defense of 
WHamt. Much of the option 
I gathered ran strongly 
ogamst what wnioms had 
done, i represented ftis neg¬ 
ative assessment as accu¬ 
rately and tJty at I could. As 
tor the Oats board 's w«ng- 
ness fo retain WIHams It he 
had opted to obey hi bStcp. 
I think that my piece —which 
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ness to be Identified. Thek 
fear may. as some of them 
said, have been exacerbat¬ 
ed by Williams ’ so-called 

But the entire affolr 
seems to me to riustrate the 
pitta* of playing a pottia of 
tokenism (with at Its need tor 
'toe# and dptomocyl with¬ 
in a basically homophobic 
Institution. I have the strong 
Impression that the ’hysteri¬ 
cal enmity’ described by Mr. 
Dietz Hove In two dkeckons. 
and Mr. Oetzmdothers who 
are so angry at Williams 
ought to ask themselves why. 
Williams' claim of being 
scapegoated may be parity 
self serving, but to an out¬ 
rider, there seem some merit 
to the claim. If WBams has 
indeed done as much dam- 
age os his (gay) detractors 
claim. It s probable that he 
was made to represent too 
much In the Os# ptoc®. 
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quotes acting Oasts cirector case. I emphasize this point as I con tell, my story con- 

Kathy Ragsdale on the sub- And I am certain that I tains no statements that 

Ject—says exactly that, nowhere Imply that members even border on being rian- 

Rereadlng my story. I find of the Oasis board had ques- derous. As I reported, my 

that, tar (torn neglecting the Honed Wtmams' legitimacy ability to quote some of 

Issue of Episcopal authority as a priest (though Bishop those with whom I spoke was 

SO central to the Williams Spong certainly dkJ). As far constricted by thek aTwririrg- 




































News 


Bombing at Gay Bar 
Raises Community Ire 



TAJCE n AS A WARNING — Ano-vtolenct protestors toko bock the night Photo: TJ_ lift 


by Andrew Miller Both the police department and the According to police department 

Md Duncan Osborne lesbian and gay community have offered sources, the bomb was set with a rfwrt fuse 

NEW YORK—A pipe bomb planted In rewards for information about the that was lit in the bar )uat prior to its 

a garbage pail full of empty beer bottles bombing, which occurred at Uncle explosion, pointing to an amateur Job. 

exploded at a crowded gay bar early on Charlie’s, a bar on Greenwich Avenue Police Officer Anthony Mazzoia, the 

Saturday. April 28, sending three people to known for ks younger, suk-and-tie crowd spokesman for the deputy commissioner's 

the hospital According to a police department office for public information, said that the 

And despite the urging of Mayor David spokesperson, at approximately ten police had no evidence that the bombk^ 

Dinkins, the police department has not minutes post midnight on April 28, a person was bias-related The police deportment's 

classified the Incident as a bias-related or persons, as yet unidentified, placed a six- bias unk is, however, being advised on the 

crime. An investigation conducted by the by-two-and-one-half-lnch pipe bomb progress of the Investigation. No group or 

police department's Arson/Explosion Unk is loaded with M-80 firecrackers in a garbage individual his darned responsWky for the 

on ff°* n 8 can at the rear of the bar. bombing, and Unde Charlie's received no 

The night following the explosion, a Although there was no structural threats prior 10 the incident 
group of nearly 1,500 demonstrators damage, two patrons and an employee Clearly at odds with the police 

marched through the Wfe* Vlage to express were injured by flying glass AH three were department. Mayor Dinkins released a 

their concern over the increasing incidence taken to St Vincent s Hospital, where they statement just hours after the explosion, 

of violence directed at gay people. were treated and released calling the bombing ‘the 26th bias incklent 
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against gay people this year.* Decrying 
(he 'rising frequency of these attacks on 
members of the gay community,* the 
mayor called on the state legislature to 
pass the anti-bias bill currently stalled In 
committee, calling it “vital to the city's 
efforts to put an end to violent 
discriminatory aas,* and deriding senators 


tor several nights after the explosion, 
a van from the bomb squad was parked in 
front of the bar. where detectives solicited 
information from patrons and passerby 
And security lias been beefed up at 
Uncle Charlie's, where the garbage pails 
have also been removed, and all patrons 
are now required to check their n>»ts and 


their constituency will take Issue with its 
inclusion of people who are gay.* 

While unhappy that the incident had 


New York City Cay and Lesbian Anti- 
Violence Project, characterized overall 
police r e spon se to the bombing as ‘good.* 
Similarly, the general manager of 
Unde Charlie's, who asked that his name 
not be used, said. The Sixth Precinct has 
been fantastic You cant ask for anything 
better* 


The response from the larger lesbian 
and gay community was also rapid. The 
night following the bombing, a large group 
of demonstrators carrying a banner reading 
"bash back* assembled in from of Unde 


the village s tr ee ts , at one point marching 
past the Sixth Precinct building on Weir 
10th Street. 

‘Any kind of violence against any 
member of our community is unacceptable 
We will respond In force any time we 
encounter violence,* promised Alan Klein, 


who spoke at the protest organized by the 
Queer Nation, an offshoot of ACT UP 
dedicated logry and lesbian virility 

According to the Anti-Violence 
Project's Foreman, there have been one 
physical ind two verbal attacks agon* gay 
men reported (ust outs.de of Unde Charlie's 
since January 

A $5,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for the bombing has 
been offered by the Ard-VkJenoe Project, 
which put up the money along with the 
Monster, another West Village bar near 
Unde Charlie's. Anyone with information 
may cal the Anb-VTolence Project at (212) 
807-4841. 

Crime Stoppers, an arm of the police 
department, has also offered a $1,000 
reward for the same I nfo rmation, which can 
be phoned in anonymously. That phone 
number is CM2) 557-TIPS ▼ 


In Two Village Gay Bashings, 
Police Response Key 


by John Voalckar 

NEW YORK—Two separate gay 
bashing incidents near popular gay bora 
Last week highlighted the importance of 
prompt police response In one Incident, 
two alleged assailants were captured, 
identified and arrested, while In the 
ocher, police never responded to a 911 
call, and eight attackers drove away after 
parking down the block from their victim 
for half an hour. 

The first snack took place at 2 am 
on Sunday, May 29, on West 15<h Street 
between 10«h and I lth Avenues. Murton 
Edelsteln, 32, and two friends were 
returning home to the Ess Village from 
the Spike, a popular leather bar a few 
blocks away, when a pair of cars pulled 
up next to them. 

According to police reports, a man 
inside one car rolled down his window 
and announced, "Gay hashing)* At that 
point, every door on both cars opened 
and eight males in their mid-to-laie-2Qs 
piled out in pursuit of the three men. 
While two of the gay men escaped, three 
of the eight assailants caught Edelsteln. 
punched and beat him in the head and 
knocked him to the ground. 


The attackers apparently stopped 
when workers st a newspaper 
distribution plant across the street heard 
the noise, came out into the street and 
called 911. The attackers did not leave, 
but drove twice more around the block 
and then parked down the street where 
they remained for as long as a half hour, 
according to witnesses. 

No police responded to the 911 call, 
although an Emergency Medical Service 
ambulance arrived 30 to 40 minutes Later 
Edclsicin was tsken to St. Vincent's 
Hospital where he was treated for 
serious facial and head contusions, s 
possible broken nose and head trauma 
more serious than a simple concussion. 
He sdll suffers from headaches, memory 
loss, dizziness and an inability to read, 
and is undergoing further medical 
treatment. 

According to Matt Foreman, 
executive director of the New York City 
Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Project 
(AVP), die victims have filed a complaint 
with the Civilian Complaint Review 
Board, which reviews police conduct, 
about the failure of police from the Tenth 
Precinct to respond. 


The incident has been declared an 
anti-gay bias crime. Police are attempting 
to trace the two vehicles, one of them a 
white Saab. 

In the second attack, when Joseph 
Letscher, 38. was set upon by s group of 
several men and women outside another 
bar at about midnight on Wednesday. 
May 2, officers from the Sixth Precinct 
responded immediately. The incident 
began when six to eight people who had 
allegedly been rampaging through the 
Village turned down Christopher Street. 

They reportedly yelled. ‘Faggot! We 
should beat up the faggot!* when they 
saw Letscher standing across the street in 
front of Ty's, at 114 Christopher. The 
group then allegedly punched and 
stabbed Letscher. who suffered a broken 
nose and cuts to his arm. 

During the attack, several patrons 
who came out of the bar to help 
Letscher, including the actor.Everett 
Quinton, were also kicked and punched. 

Of the three men and one woman 
apprehended by police after a four-block 
chase, Letscher, with the help of the 
crowd, identified two men as his alleged 
Im BASHINGS oa paf* 31 
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People of Color Honor 
City’s Ranking Gay Men 

earlier (his year, they became the firs 
openly gay commissioner-level 
appointments in die history of New York 
City. The reception was held to recognize 
their roots not only In the gay community, 
but in communities of color as well. 

Jones, one of the founding members 
of the Minority Task Force on AIDS, 
recalled that he learned of the historical 
significance of hb appointment from an 
Out Week reporter *1 couldn't Imagine 
being the first anything in New York. So 
when OutWeek indicated that I was the 
first gay commissioner, I said, “That can't 
be true. I've known some," he Joked. 

In fret, former Health Services 
Administrator Howard Brown and 
former Cultural Affair* Commissioner 
Henry Geldzahler, both appointees of 
former Mayor Edward Koch, came out 
while in office. 

De Leon spoke of the significance 
of such a large gathering of'gay and 
lesbian people of color. *1 hope we find 
reasons to Join together politically in the 
near future, because our issues are the 
same: They're health, discrimination, and 
Sw PCOru or COUM m pa«s « 


Tell It Sandy 

Tb* following is a transcription of the welcome for 
Commissioners Dennis dt Uon and Bitty Jones delivered by 
Sandra Lowe, staff attorney at Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund The text of ber remarks More tra n s c ribe d from a 
videotape shot by Gregg Bordowttz and Jean Cariomusio of tbe 
Gay Men's Health Crisis’ Audiovisual Department—AM 

We’re proud of you. Wr are proud of what you've achieved. 
We liope your appointments portend a tea of change . Jn out 
vltMtey as lesbian and gay people of cokx, and in the city’s 
responsiveness to our issues and concerns. 

Wt wanted to meet you, so we had a party. We wanted to 
teD you that we are here, we are visible, we surround you, we 
are your resource*. We are here for you; you are of us, we are 
of you. This is our dry, we are the people. 


We are going to lift you up. We are going to make it 
possible for you to change the way people think..We are your 
resource. W; expect you, we want you, we invhe you to use us. 

We know many, many things about the gay and lesbian 
community, and about people of color communities.. .We are 
proud of you. We are proud of ourselves Wte are going to lift 
this dty up together Together And we are going to make the 
change that enda AIDS and makes a dent In racism and 
discrimination and the despair In our communities We're going 
to do k starting today 

I'm glad to know you. I'm glad you came — you too, Dr. 
Myers and all of the administration here. Wr are here for you, as 
you are here for us W: are visile This Is s warning [Laughter]. 
We re out, we’re open, we’re going to change it and we re going 
to struggle. Thank you ill for coming. ▼ 



GAY POWER Photo: Jane Rosen 

Commissioners Billy £ Jonas (laftl and Dennis deLeon (right) with 
community activist Cadric Rivera 


by Andrew Miller 

NEW YORK—Spirits were high, die 
politicking and handshaking was subtle 
but insistent, and everyone was dressed 
to the nines st a cocktail reception 
honoring New York City's two openly 
gay commissioners on Monday, April 30. 

The event, sponsored Jointly by Gay 
Men of African Descent, the Boricua Gay 


and Lesbian 
Forum, and 
the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis, 
packed hun¬ 
dreds of New 
York’s current 
and aspiring 
politicos into 
Rogers and Bor- 
bero restaurant 
on Eighth 
Avenue, and 
attracted both 
Woodrow My¬ 
ers, the city’s 
health com- 
. and 
Emilio Carillo, 
president of 
the Health and Hospitals Corporation. 
Also present was Dr. Marjorie HUI. who 
was named the mayor’s liaison to the 
lesbian and gay community the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

When Mayor David Dinkins 
appointed Dr. Billy E. Jones commissioner 
of mental health and Dennis de Leon to 
the post of human rights commissioner 
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Black Gay 
Political Clout 
Saluted 

by Mark Chesnut 

NEW YORK— Alderman 
Keith Si. John of Albany. New 
York, was (he honored guest on 
April 28 at a •Salute to Black Gay 
Leadership* sponsored by Gay 
Men of African Descent (GMAD), 

Gay and Lesbian Independent 
Democrats (GUD), and the 
Lesbian and Gay Students 
Alliance at Hunter College. St. 

John, who was elected last fall. Is 
the first openly-gay Afrltan 
American to be elected to office 
in the United States. Proceeds 
from the event, which was held COMING OUT TO SUCCEED Photo Matt Chesnut 
at Hunter College's Roosevelt Keith St John 
House and featured speakers 

and entertainment, went toward paying a human rights ordinance he plans on 

off the debt from St John's campaign introducing in the cky of Albany, which 

The event also served as a forum for would include protection against 

current thoughts on the political progress discrimination on the basis of sexual 

of lesbian and gay African Americans, orientation. He also highlighted a broad 

Kenneth Reeves, vice mayor and range of concerns, including homeless- 

alderman from Cambridge. Massa- ness and working with low-income 

chusctts, emphasized the precedent that families. Prior to his election, St John 

St. John has set: *..Jt is not in all quarters worked as a legal aid attorney, dealing 

fully understood that to be a gay Black with financially-disadvantaged residents 

political official b really taking a step out In Albany 

on enormous faith. And what Keith has El Gates of GMAD emphasized the 

done is to provide the answer to that need for coalition building to Increase 

much-unanswered question: as a gay political effectiveness: ‘The gay 

Black man or woman, if you are an community of color is the bridge in 

openly-announced candidate, what will constructing an enduring progressive 

happen?* coalition. The community of color cant 

Upon presenting flowers to St. John, do it alone, and the gay community cant 
Reeves congratulated him, saying 'You do it alone, and unless there’s a way for 
have defined a new era You have both communities to be brought together 
opened the door. Nationally, there will and to cooperate, we’re never going to 
be men and women who think about be able to elect the numbers of people 
seeking public office, who are gay. who to high public office that we need in 
will not be able to say. - ’I can't do it order to get the agenda we want/ 
because of my sexual preference '* Other speakers included Phillip 

•As much as people would like to Reed, the openly gay Democratic district 
keep us in the closet,* St. John leader for the 69th Assembly District in 
commented, "we have to come out. New York City; C. Virginia Fields, New 
Because that's how we succeed * York City Countilperaon for Marion, and 

Speaking about specif*, goals for his Dennis dc Leon, the openly gay New 
office. St. John expressed optimism about York City Human Rights Commissioner. ▼ 
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Feds Meet With Doctors 
Who “Cure” Gays 


claims that the government 
uses this figure when 
making funding decisions 
for programs dealing with 
lesbians and gay men. 
Traditional Values Report 
added that the group 
complained to Sullivan of a 
'bias* in AIDS policy that Is 
'tilted towards the 
homosexual political 
agenda.' 

OutWeek has also 
obtained, through the 


by Duncan Osborne 

WXSItINGTON—Dr Louis 
Sullivan, U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, 
met with a delegation of 
people dedicated to 'curing* 
homosexuals which then 
lobbied his department for 
funding. OutWeek has teamed. 

The meeting may have 
included up to a half dozen 
high-level federal officials. 

Robert Schmcrmund, an 

HHS spokesperson, con- __ ___—... 

finned that the meeting with BOTING TO KNOW YO(J_ Freedom of Information Act, 
the right-wing, anti-gay Tradi- Lw Sheldon a portion of the briefing 

tional Values Coalition took place memorandum that shows that the 
February 1, but refused to comment on meeting was also to be attended by Paul 
Its agenda, referring to it as *a private Simmons, deputy assistant secretary for 

But in an eight-paragraph ankle in A W JT\ ^ A ) / t C/C 

its March 1990 newsletter, the TVC gave jLjLJL jLTL f' l f/ i'lj 

specific details of the meeting, which 

reportedly included Rev. Lous Sheldon of S M a T VT* u "W W WW W 

Meet With HHS 

the California Coalition for Traditional ^ ^ ^ 

Values; and three practitioners of [ Arw sm 
reparative therapy: Dr. Elizabeth m, 

Moberly, Dr. George Rekers and Dr. 


health and communications; Alan 
Leshner, deputy director of the national 
Institutes of Mental Health; Bruce Artim, 
acting deputy director for the National 
AIDS Program Office; Nabers Cabanisa, 
deputy assistant secretary for health and 
population affairs; and Krys Krystynak. 
deputy director of the Office of Health 
Facilities. 

Leshner told OutWeek that the TVC 
asked for 'contacts* at HHS to assist the 
group in obtaining funding for the study 
of reparative therapy and the incidence 
of homoseAality in America, and that he 
himself has become one such contact. 

OutWeek is currently attempting to 
obtain the entire memo through the 
Freedom of Information Act ▼ 

—filed firm New York 


Judith Relsman. Reparative therapy 
purports to successfully alter a person's 
sexual orientation from homosexual to 
heterosexual. 

The TVC newsletter claims that the 
delegation asked HHS to put '...efforts 
into funher research in the area of 
reparative therapy.’ Additionally, the 
newsletter, Traditional Values Report, 
claims the delegation asked HHS to 
provide grants to study the prevalence of 
homosexuality in America. 

According to TVC spokesperson 
Steve Sheldon, the son of the Rev. and 
Beverly Sheldon, sex-research pioneer 
Alfred Kinsey's landmark study that laid 
the basks for the widely accepted statistic 
that one In 10 American men is 
homosexual is inaccurate. TVC further 


by Cliff O'Neill 

WASHINGTON—AIDS activists got a 
dearer idea of the Bush Administration's 
stand on a host of policy matters on the 
epidemic following an unprecedented 
meeting April 19 with Health and Human 
Services Secretary Dr. Louis W. Sullivan. 
And although they are optimistic about 
the beginning of a dialogue with the 
department head, they are still at odds 
on a variety of issues. 

The activists, working under the 
coalition banner of the National 
Organizations Responding to AIDS 
(NORA), discussed with Sullivan a wide 
variety of AIDS care, prevention and 
research matters with mixed results, 
according to meeting participants. Gay 
concerns not related to AIDS were not 
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discussed. 

*1 think we were clear from the 
beginning that it wu highly unlikely that 
(Sullivan] was going to be saying 
anything of note,' said Jean McGuire, co- 
chilr of the NORA coalition. *ThU 
meeting was more of a get-to-know-you' 
meeting* 

The 45-minute meeting covered 
such disparate AIDS issues as the 
standing policy banning HIV-infected 
foreign nationals from immigrating to or 
visiting the U.S., AIDS prevention and 
research efforts and the federal 
government s commitment to AIDS 
health care. 

On the AIDS immigration issue, a 
major sticking point between AIDS 
activists and the White House, Sullivan 
reportedly expressed the sentiment 
that the White House has now done 
all It can to loosen the standing policy 
by broadening the government's 
waiver policies for travelers with HIV 
coming to health conferences in the 
US. 

Reportedly, Sullivan was dis¬ 
appointed that the activists were not 
more pleased with what the admini¬ 
stration has done on the issue. 

Another major sore spot was the 
White House's insistence that the 
government should not be in the 
business of HIV-specific health care 
financing or delivery improvements. 

A bill funneling $600 million on 
disaster relief to areas hit particularly 
hard by AIDS is currently wending its 
way through Congress. Two other bills 
dealing with AIDS and Medicaid and 
early intervention for HIV-infected 
persons are also pending In the U.S. 
House. The White House has not yet 
taken a position on any of them. 

The activists abo asked Sullivan to 
identify a staff person with whom they 
could continue their lobbying efforts. 
According to McGuire, Sullivan referred 
them to Undersecretary of Health James 
O. Mason. 

'It was a historic meeting, though,* 
stated Peri Jude Radedc, lobbyist for the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 'I 
was happy to be there because I got to 
say, The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force' to him and shake his hand. But we 
established communication with the 
secretary on the AIDS issue. And I think 
he will be helpful on several of the things 
we asked him to da* ▼ 


“BOB HOWARD 
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News 


Anti-Helms Group 
to Turn up Heat 


by Kathy Hoke 

DURHAM. N.C.—As die Jesse Helms 
campaign cranks out letters describing 
the 1990 senate race in North Carolina as 
■the toughest political fight of his life.’ 
an embryonic coalition initiated by Notth 
Carolina gay and lesbian activists hopes 


lo prove him right 

A day before the state's May 8 
primary, organizers of North Carolina 
Senate Vote '90 plan to go public with 
their grass-roots plan to keep Helms 
from returning to a fourth term and six 
more yean in the US. Senate. 


Organizers of the non-affiliated 
political action committee CPAC) hope to 
raise }2 million to work for Helms' 
defeat. Appeals will be made In North 
Carolina and all over the nation to 
lesbians and gay men. people of color, 
feminists, pro-choice advocates, artists, 




Anti-Helms Marlboro boycott kicks off 


ALL CHOKED UP —ACT UP kicks tht habit 

WASHINGTON—Members of ACT UP/D.C. criticizing the 
Philip Moms Company for funding the re-election campaign of 
Sen Jesse Helms 0R-N.CJ, on April 26 kicked off what tliey hope 
will blossom Into a nationwide boycott of the company's 
Marlboro brand cigarettes. 

Staging a brief protest in front of Philip Morris' Washington 
headquarters, members of the local chapttT of the AIDS Coalition 
1b Unleash Power (ACT UP/D.C.) sought to draw attention to th 
company's continued funding of die campaign of the North 
Carolina senator who is up for re-election this year. 

"We chose Marlboro cigarettes because we think that when 
you mention North Carolina to many gay and lesbian people 
they think of two things: tobacco and Jesse Helms,* stated 
Michael Petrclis, a spokesperson for the group. 'We want to 
equate the two so that people will stop smoking Marlboro as a 
way of getting Jesse Heims out of office ’ 


Philip Morris, which produces Marlboro I 
cigarettes, has historically been among the 
larger corporate contributors to Helms' 
campaigns. In a move that has further 
angered Helms' detractors, Phlhp Morris has 
also donated $200,000 to help establish the 
Jesse Helms CMzenahip Center in Wingate. 
N.C. 

Throughout his 17-year tenure in the 
US. Senate, and particularly In the pa* five 
years, Helms has emerged a the most 
vociferous and keen-minded opponent of 
gay and AIDS activists, routinely- bottling up 
AIDS related legislation with parliyncnury 
procedure and introducing a variety of anti¬ 
gay amendments to a host of Wls. 

Philip Morris, which also owns Kraft 
Pood Products and the Miller Beer 
Company, responded to the demonstrators 
Photo: Jim Maries w * h a om^poge statement, posting out that 
for a “very long time* t has been funding 
AIDS research projects through It* Corporate Contributions 


•Philip Morris has also been supportive of individuals 
and organizations that make important contributions to its 
business Interests and the communities the company calls 
home,* read the company statement. "Senator Jesse Helms of 
North Carolina has been and continues to be a stalwart 
supporter of the company's business interests, especially 
tobacco.* 

In fc statement Philip Moris stated that R would continue to 
_ 1 both AIDS research efforts and Senator Heims. 

Later the same day, AIDS activists in New York staged a 
similar demonstration against Philip Morris and, according to the 
D C- activists, engaged In a ‘phone zap* tying up the company’s 
phone and fax lines in protest of its funding of Helms. 

—CkffOTMI 
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environmentalists, civil libertarians, 
advocates for the homeless and other 
natural Heims enemies, said PAC director 
Mindy Carter of Durham, a longtime 
lesbian activist and professional 
organizer for the W»r Resisters League. 

'Well never match Heims doilar-far- 
dollar,* Carter said, 1)01 we can out¬ 
match his people in our own 
commitment If we simply raise the 
money k will take to do all the work we 
need to do.' 

A major part of that work will 
involve grass-roots organizing and 
voter registration to draw Helms’ 
opponents to the polls. Tied into that 
strategy is a campaign to remind North 
Carolinians that Helms finds himself 
alone on his bigotry and right-wing 
crusades. 

•Jesse Helms does not represent 
North Carolina,* Carter said. *He should 
be embarrassed and ashamed of bow he 
votes. We owe it to this country to 
educate people about who Jesse Helms 
is and what he represents.' 

If money were votes, Helms would 
win the election. By April 1, Heims had 
raised $5.4 million from right-wing 
supporters all over the country. He spent 
all but $375,000 of that money, targeting 
most of it for direct mail, voting lists and 
consulting fees. 

Meanwhile, the four serious 
Democratic contenders for Helms’ sen 
had raiaed donations and campaign loans 
adding up to just $660,000 by April 1. 

As the primary nears, state and 
national Democrats have kept their 
distance from the Senate race. The state’s 
major newspapers nearly ignored the 
Democratic primary until the Anal weeks 
of the campaign. Only one group, the 
state AFL-CIO, has endorsed s 
Democratic candidate. 

Leo Teachout, a nationally 
recognized AIDS activist whose Ideas last 
year for a PAC launched Senate \tate '90, 
said the pessimism and lack of 
enthusiasm in the Senate race may 
change after May 8. 

'An attitude we have gotten from 
supposedly liberal RACj and traditional 
Democratic groups is that Helms is 
unbeatable,* Teachout said. *1 think that 
will change after the primary, especially 
if one of those folks pushes ahead In the 
polls.* 

Democrat Harvey Gann, a former 
mayor of Charlotte and the state's beat- 


known Black politician, is favored by 
many activists in North Carolina, 
including Teachout and Carter. 

Gantt could attract significant 
national gay support for his recent strong 
statements about privacy rights, 
according to Teachout. 'Harvey Gantt 
has been saying that Jesse Heims needs 
to stop being the sex police and that 
people have a right to privacy. He’s been 
saying that not just to gays and 
lesbians—he’s been ssying that to 
everyone.' 

Some gay activists, recalling Gantt’s 
leadership In Charlotte's anti¬ 
pornography campaign that included 
raids of gay bookstores, are less 
enthusiastic. At a recent strategy meeting 
for North Carolina Senate Vote ’90, a few 
activists expressed interest in candidates 
Mike Easley and RJ>. "Bo* Thomas. 

Thomas, a former stare senator from 
Hendersonville, has styled himself as a 
populist candidate and good oi' boy who 
Is pro-choice. He repeatedly asks 
audiences, 'Why is Jesse so obsessed 
with gay people?* 

Easley, a district attorney hi 
Bruswick, has promoted himself as a 
moderate candidate who is tough on 
crime. North Carolina voters, he has said, 
want a ‘moderaic, independent voice on 
issues.’ 

Maverick candidate John Ingram, 
the state’s former insurance com¬ 
missioner who ran unsuccessfully against 
Helms in 1978, had raised only $5,525 
for his campaign by March 31. In his 
press conferences, he has often refused 
to answer questions. A businessman who 
in recent years has spent much time in 
South Carolina, Ingram has been dogged 
by allegations that he does not maintain 
a valid North Carolina address. 

Two other candidates. Bob Hannon 
of Greensboro and Lloyd Garner of 
ThomasviOe, are considered marginal. 

All four candidates have strong pro- 
choice stands and solid records on 
environmental issues. And the lack of 
dear distinct tons among the candidates 
has diffused energy in the primary, 
commented Carter. 

'No matter who wins the primary, 
even If it’s someone I don't like, I will 
work for that candidate,’ Carter said. 
may have a personal preference for a 
candidate, but the bottom line is who 
gets the moat votes on November 6. Wc 
Sm AWTV HELMS oap«f«77 
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"We are often ignored, shunned or even told 
we aren't 'really'sick." 


The Hazy World of 


Chronic Illness 


Fighting Invisibility Is a series of 
occasional articles on subjects not <fkn 
discussed In relation to the lesbian 
community. This is the sixth article in 
that series. 


try Victoria A. Brownworth 

illmfriMd hy Krlt Kvrlck 

It* midafternoon and 1 stand In my 
kitchen fust looking around Pint I go to 


the refrigerator. / stand. Ignoring energy Finally at the last cupboard-15 minutes 
concerns, for some three minutes uitb the after l bate entered the kitchen—l make 
door open, suneying the contents. Presb my choice; a Celestial Seasonings 


fruit, cheeses, vege¬ 
tables, Italian choco¬ 
lates, a bottle of 
French champagne 
From there l go 
to the cabinets. 



Cranberry 
Cove teabag 
and spring 
water. It's the 
most flavorful 
lunch 1 can let 


opening each and looking at the rows of myself base today 

canned goods, pastas, bread, spices. If this sounds like the food-obseased 

musing* of in anorexic or bulimic on the 



downside of a binge, it could be. But It 
isn't. Rather, it is an excerpt from ray 
own Journal, a few weeks ago. I am 
obsessed by food these days, It's true, 
but only because, due to chronic illness, 
I can't eat it. % 

Being on a dcar-liqu idsonly diet b 
only one of the problems of my 
particular chronic illness. And it is only 
one of the problems faced by many 
other lesbians with chronic illness. It may 
seem Uke the worst—but it isn't. 

The gay and lesbian community 
copes with illness dally in the form of 
AIDS and HIV Infection. The community 
also has heightened its sensitivity toward 
those of us who are physically 
challenged. But for those of us who fall 
between those two groups, there Is 
sometimes little access to what is meant 
by 'community.* The place between 
AIDS and a wheelchair is a vast one 
called chronic illness: Those who have it 
aren't going to die any time soon, nor 
does the answer for them lie In signers 
for the deaf or wheelchair access. 
Because our disease is not AIDS and our 
disability not readily seen, we are often 
ignored, shunned or even told we aren't 
•really' sick. 

Chronic, non-AIDS-related illness 
afflicts many within our community, 
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predominantly lesbians who have higher 
rates of such diseases as Crohn's, IBD, 
myasthenia gravis, arthritis and cancer 
than do men. 

But because there is no acronym 
and few support groups, many of us 
become extremely Isolated. And angry. 
Because some of us are as disabled by 
our unseen Illnesses as those of our 
community who are physically 
challenged And some of us are as sick 
and pain-ridden as those In our 
community with AIDS. 

I spoke with nine lesbians with 
chronic illness for this article. Each 
woman spoke st length about her anger 
and frustration. And each woman knew 
another five or six or seven lesbians with 
similar problems of chronic illness, who 
had voiced the same complaints. 

Chronic disabling illness isolates us 
from the community and narrows our 
world. I spent the first seven weeks of 
this year bedridden, in severe pain, able 
to consume only clear liquids and 
medication. My birthday was spent in a 
hospital emergency room hooked up to 
an IV because I had become dangerously 
dehydrated 

Because the medication I must take 
when I am this ill makes me sleepy, I 
spend hours half-awake, yet in too much 
discomfort to actually sleep, so I am 
exhausted constantly. Because these 
drugs also blur my vision, ghr me severe 
headaches and make me groggy. It is 
difficult for me to read and still more 
difficult for me to write. I must find 
substitutes to teach my college classes or 
cancel them, writing deadlines get 
missed and a book in progress, long 
overdue to my publisher, idles on floppy 

In the first two months of this year I 
had been to the emergency room over 15 
times. 

And even as I begin to fed better I 
must remember to work hard while I 
can, because tomorrow I could be Just as 
sick again And next time it could last for 
two months again. Or It could la* for the 
re* of my life. 

In recounting the specifics of my 
illness over the la* several months, what 
stands out more than the sensory 
deprivations of not being able to eat, 
sleep or read. Is the almost unbearable 
Isolation. Few of us want visitors when 
we're terribly ill—there’s no energy to 
share, there's no concentration available. 



Yet few of ua want to be HI and alone, private practice in Philadelphia. She is on 

cither. The isolation created for the the teaching faculty of the University of 

person with chronic illness comes from Pennsylvania and until a few months ago 

two areas—friends who don't understand was the clinical director of a wellness 

because they're healthy and ourselves program at a major Philadelphia teaching 

who become afraid to ’impose" on those hospital. Keefer has suffered from 

same friends by asking for help or by Crohn’s disease for over 20 yean and 

cancelling plans. This isolation can be cancer for five. Currently she is healthy, 

terrible. Sometimes. 

Those dose to the chronically ill There are so many problems 

person are frustrated because there's associated with having chronic illness or 

no end in sight. The friend with cancer. The hardest one is the isolation, 

chronic illness will neither die nor get Another dooxie is how the medical 

well. Instead, there is a static middle establishment treats you. And then 

ground of semi-crisis that wears down there’s the fact that all the folks around 

friends and lovers almost as much as you ju* don't get it,* she explains 

the 111 person herself, sometimes Keefer is angry about all of it. *One 
breaking down relationships si- thing AIDS has taught ua la that our 

together. It la difficult—sometimes community la only as strong as our 

impossible—for a healthy person to ability to support our moat needy 

understand what It means to be members. But there are simply no 

chronically 111. And for those people supports out there for those of ui with 

who art afflicted with terminal illnesses, chronic illness. Let me rephrase 

the response to the chronically Ul that—women with chronic illness, 

person Is that yea, they might be HI, but Because 1 think it la true that both 

they aren't going to die- heterosexual and gay men elicit more 

Dr. Beverly Keefer is a therapist in support than we do. And the reason tor 
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that l* pretty dear—there are always 
women around to help them But there 
are not women around to help other 
women.’ 

Keefer says that unless there is a 
sexual component involved, women 
generally cannot get support for illness 
If you get side, and a woman wants to 
himp your bones, she'll be right there to 
help you. But If you just want help, then 
it's a different story. I think single 
lesbians with chronic illness are probably 
the most lonely, isolated and needful 
members of our community. There's just 
nothing there for them.* 

Keefer says that when ahe was 
young and diagnosed with Crohn's, a 
chronic disorder of the entire digestive 
tract that is characterized by intestinal 
obstructions and infections, she didn't 


talk about it at all. ’But after a while 
you have to begin to talk about it 
because it affects of much of what you 
do. 1 never had a whole lot of support 
from my family so I tried to take on all 
die responsibility for the illness, myself. 
But you can't always do that. Yet I 
realize now that the problem is that 
there's a universal isolation created by 
the fact that your friends simply have 
no long-term ability to deal with the 
problem of chronic illness.’ 

Sandra Kennedy has Crohn's, 
cancer and a chronic arthritis that affects 
mostly her chest and arms. She agrees 
with Keefer that the primary problem is 
Isolation and knowing whom to turn to 
for support ’I’ve been sick for over six 
years and I just find my world getting 
more and more narrow. Sometimes it 


feels like just my lover and me. I 
wonder sometimes how much more 
isolated and oppressed I can foe)—not 
only am I a Black lesbian but I'm 
chronically ill loo. You'd be amazed 
how quickly people want to turn away 
from that combination! I wonder 
sometimes if the community even 
knows we are out here.* 

Keefer thinks that the community 
doesn't imsI to know about all the 
lesbians with chronic Illnesses because 
It has no ability to cope with the 
consequence. " 1 ®'e're very resentful. One 
illness—AIDS—has a hallmark, and 
others don't. And while I certainly 
understand the emphasis on AIDS, there 
are a whole lot of sick lesbians who 
a rent gening care.’ 

For Sandra Kennedy that means 
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literal care. ’Finding personal support is 
hard, but sometimes Finding medical 
support is the hardest. It has taken me 
sis years of interviewing doctors to 
finally find a woman who sees me as 
more than a series of sym p toms.' 

Kennedy thinks that doctors are 
another part of the chronic illness 
problem. "First, because we are lesbians, 
our lovers are automatically excluded 
from our medical lives. Many doctors 
and hospitals are resistant to letting your 
lover know what's happening with you 
or, if you're in an EK situation, even 
being with you. And it isn't easier if you 
oul-andout tell them the woman is your 
lover—it's worse.' 

For Keefer there Is a second 
problem with the medical profession, of 
which she is a part 'Doctors are always 
telling you to keep your chin up. They 
don’t allow you to feel your own feelings 
of being sick, in pain, sometimes feeling 
absolutely desperate.* 

The reasons for that can be the 
same as the reasons for friends fading 
into the background. Doctors like 
successes and chronic illness isn't one 
of them I had three doctors tell me I 
was * somatic izing* before my current 
doctor suggested the tests that sent me 
off for major surgery. / knew the kind of 
pain 1 was having, yet because 1 didn't 
fk a profile for the disease, my doctors 
rejected my own knowledge of my 
body. 

Keefer believes that acknowledge¬ 
ment of these problems would be a giant 
first step toward supports for lesbians 
with chronic Illness. 'There are a lot of 
diseases out there that women get that 
are chronic and disabling. We need to 
educate the community in the same way 
we have about AIDS and physical 
disabilities. How many concerts and 
ocher lesbian events have you been to 
where there's wheelchair access, signing 
for the deaf and reduced fees for people 
with AIDS? But if I went into the 
women's room at intermission and asked 
to get at the head of the line because of 
my Crohn's, I'd get a pretty angry 
response. So my option is to sod myself 
instead* 

Kennedy finds thst this lack of 
sensitivity extends to the lovers of 
lesbians who are chronically ill. 'A lot of 
our women get ignored in a weird way. 
Because ue 'nr sick,' people use them as a 
conduit, always asking how we are and 


never acknowledging their needs. The 
other problems for lovers is that the 
burden of our Olneases often fell on them 
Yet because they're lesbians, they cant 
share that with others at work and so 
forth My lover cant call in sick because 
she's been up ail night with me in an EX 
But it would be different if she were a 
man. Our lover* are also isolated by our 
illness because they spend a lot of time 
caring for us and ignoring their own 
needs.* 

Keefer suggests that lesbians start 
looking at the total picture of illness in 
our community, not just AIDS. If Tm a 
perfectly healthy lesbian, I dont have to 
care about the concerns of the 
chronically Bl, but I have to are them. I 
have to become sensitized to what their 
needs are, Just as I have become 
sensitized to AIDS or physical disability. 
There are an awful lot of us out there. 
ITs easy to offer help it the onset of sn 
illness or right after a surgery. But often 
when we most need the help is six 
months later when no one is offering. 
Sometimes we need really simple 
things—like someone to dean the house 
or do the laundry or dean the bathtub. 
Sometimes we just need to know that 
there are other women who can 
appreciate the isolation we fed.* 

Nearly one in every three women 
In the U.5. has severe arthritis or some 
form of IBD—chronically debilitating 
illnesses. One in nine women will get 
breast cancer, one in 20, some form of 
gynecological cancer: one in 15, lung 
cancer. Muscular diseases affect 
women over 40 percent of the time, 
such as multiple sclerosis or 
myasthenia gravis. Though some of 
these diseases esn kill, most merely 
debilitate. But the pain and disability 
are real and carry with them all the 
same problems and fears that come 
with the disease our community knows 
all too well, AIDS. And, as with all 
diseases in our society, there is the 
fear in the healthy that they will 
become Infected, even though none of 
these diseases is transmissible. And, 
like AIDS, all these Illnesses affect 
young women primarily (and men). 

For those of us suffering with 
chronic illness, the pain of being sick 
forever is grim enough. But the added 
pain of our knvisftklity is far worse And 
to many, the community support often 
seems as far away as miradc cures. ▼ 
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News 


by J»is Aator and Andrew Miller 

NEW YORK—For years, rwo 
buildings at the edge of the Wat Village 
that rented space to various after-hours 
clubs have enjoyed a working 
relationship with the overseers of the 
city's building and fire department 
guidelines. But last month, the basements 
of the buildings housing three of 
Manhattan's gay safe-sea clubs were 
padlocked, in the wake of the March 25 
Happy Land Social Chib fire in the Bronx. 

That alleged arson, in which 87 
people perished, has been dubbed the 
want mass murder in US. history 

But according to city officials, none of 
the sex dubs has actually been cited for fite 
violations, and the manager of at least one 
daims that homophobia, and not fire safety. 



Sex Clubs Closed in 
City Fire Crackdown 


b at the root of the dosings 


bottle policy, and that no liquor was ever 31, citing It with an inadequate sprinkler 


The three dubs. The Locker Room, 
The Annex and The Oflhiocfc. all located 
near the comer of Ninth Avenue and 14th 
Street in the meat-packing datrict, have in 
recent yean become popular late-night 
forays for gay men, often attracting 
hundreds in a single weekend evening. 

Reports that a fourth, private sex 
club on Christopher Street near the 
Hudson River had also been dosed down 
could not be confirmed by press time. 

But while k appears that the dubs fell 
victim to the Inevitable crackdown that 
followed the devastating Bronx fire, the dry 
itself seems confused about just why those 
dubs were actually dosed dcrwn. 

Happy Land had been deemed a 
flretrap by city officials and ordered 
closed by the Mayor's Social Chib Task 
Porce nearty a year and a half prior to 
the tragedy, for various building and fire 
code violations. That task force, now 
comprised of two police officers, one 
building department official and one fire 
department inspector, was formed In 
1988 by then-Msyor Edward Koch, after 
the El Hoyo Social Club fire in the 
Bronx, which killed six people. 

Sgt. Peter Sweeney, a spokesperson 


sold on the premises. 

And according to Lenny Waller, the 
manager of The Cellbiock, the task force 
issued that dub s vacate order on March 


Outing 

kaa Daw kAI- -1- 

Dy mx wocxner 

OBCAGO-Sirwcr V&heflc Shocked, 
In an interview in the May issue of 
Chicago's Outknes, acknowledged that she 
had wxual relationships wth women, but 
stopped short of calling herself a lesbian. 

Speaking to reporter Christie 
Nordhielm following an Earth Day 
concert fat Lincoln Park, Shocked said: If 
this B in any sense a coming out on my 
part, it's that I would like a much broader 
definition for myself. Not everybody b 
that way, but for me, I’ve never really 


system. When Waller, who claims that 
the sprinkler system was already up to 
previous code specification, summoned a 
contractor on April 4, a member of the 


been able to fit into square holes or 
round holes. So far my port, I just leave 
the question open.* 

But a few moments later, Shocked 
continued: *1 resent like hell that I was 
maybe 18-yearyold before I even heard 
the 1’ word. I mean, that's understood, 
growing up sheltered in a Mormon 
environment. But k would have made all 
the difference for me, had I grown up 
knowing that the reason 1 didn't fit in 
was because they hadn’t told me there 
Sm SHOCKS) m pat* It 


Michelle Shocked 
Speaks Out on 
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task force arrived and prohibited the 
conatruction from continuing until VUlcr 
obtained a work permit, he told 

•You've changed the baUgame. You 
can't make everything right overnight. 
But don't shut us down when someone 
is trying to comply.* he raged 

In apparent contradiction to the 
taak force's version of the story. Vahe 
Tiryakian. a spokesperson for the 
buildings department, confirmed that 
The Cellblock had been cited for an 
improper sprinkler system, but could 
not confirm that the chib was ordered to 
dose. He refused to comment further 

Contrary to the information prodded 
by Sweeney, Waller maintains that he 
dosed The Annex voluntarily, anticipating a 
vacate order from the dty The taak force 
would not confirm or deny the story. 

And Tbller claims that homophobia la 
playing at least a small role in the 
runaround he says hla dub Is receiving 
'They're doing k to all (he social dubs, but 
they're having a little more fun wth ours,* 
he said. Noting that his chibs had been 
operating with the full knowledge of the 
dty up und the end of March, he added. 
It's all bureaucratic bullahk.* 

Waller, who hopes to reopen next 
month in time for the scheduled addkion 
of a lesbian ntght at The Cdlifcxi, said of 
the closings, "It’s a politician's game. It 
buys votes, sells press. It's a hot topic 
now. Unfortunately, a lot of people suffer 

An investigation by OurTOdk reporters 
revealed (hat both The Cdfciock and The 
Annex are in feet equipped wth working 
fire extinguishers, and two separate fire 
exits, both with doors with panic bolts. Exit 
lights and emergency lights are In pbee on 
the walls, but k was not confirmed if they 
actually work. Each dub also has the same 
overhead pipes with sprinklers seen in 
many loft buildings downtown. 

OutVtok was unable id gain access to 
The Lxker Roam, and to manager. M Rosa, 
could not be readied for comment. A former 
employee add QurVhakthat the lower level 
of the twoakxy dub had no working fire 
extinguishers and no fire exits —only the 
wooden stakcase which leads to the upstaka. 
If there ever were a fire. The place would be 
Ac a roach motel; one way in and no way 
out,’ he told OulWnek 

The three dubs, where safeaex Yules' 
have been strictly agreed, are bdteved k> he 
the only axh crabtehments xi the dty. ▼ 
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Mayor 
names gay 
liaison 

NEW YORK—The appointment of 
Marjorie J. Hill, Ph D., to the 
directorship of the Mayor's 
Office for the Lesbian and 
Gay Community was made 
official with an announce¬ 
ment from Mayor David 
Dinkins on May l. 

*1 am very pleased and 
proud to be a part of the 
Dinkins Administration, which 
has a very good history with 
the lesbian and gay com¬ 
munity,’ stated Hill, who was 
reached for comment at her 
office in the Department of Psychiatry at 
Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx. *1 am 
optimistic that I will be able to influence 
city policy and be an effective advocate 
for the lesbian and gay community,* she 
added. 


Hill, who has long been active in 
New York's African American lesbian and 
gay community, will begin her new 
position in mid-June. 

Hill has held several prominent 
positions in the lesbian and gay 
community, including co-chair, with Allen 
Roskoff, of Lesbians and Gays for Jackson 
during Rev. Jesse Jackson's 
1988 presidential bid. Hill 
also served on the com¬ 
mittee of Lesbians and 
Gays for Dinkins. Addi¬ 
tionally, Hill is die lesbian 
and gay representative an 
the North Sur board, a 
progressive, not-for-profit 
corporation that funds 
community-based orga¬ 
nisations. Hill has also 
served on the People of 
Color Steering Committee, 
a coalition of 1$ African American, Latin 
American and Asian American gay and 
lesbian groups. 

Currently, Hill is a member of African 
American Women United for Societal 
Change (formerly Salsa Soul Sisters), a 


group that provides a support network 
and a voice for the African American 
lesbian community. 

In addition to announcing Hill's 
appointment. Mayor Dinkins announced 
the appointment of Robert S. Greene to 
head Veterans’ Affairs and Virgo Y. Lee for 
Asian American Affairs. 

•With these three appointments,’ said 
Dinkins In a prepared statement, *| know 
that these communities will be well- 
represented. Marjorie HID, Robert Greene 
and Virgo Lee, working with Victor 
Quintana, the Director of Constituency 
Affairs, will be responsMe for bringing to 
my mention issues, problems and 
concerns that affect these communities, 
while they exercise their very sound 
judgment to work out sensible solutions 
to these difficulties.’ 

Hill, 33, b a licensed psychologist who 
has served as director of the Psychology 
Internship Program at Lincoln Hospital 
since 1988 and as Coordinator of Psychiatric 
Education. She received both her graduate 
and undergraduate degrees at Adelphl 
University. Hill will earn $55,000 per year. 

—Duncan Osborne 




Albany Again 


ALBANY, N.Y.—Over 1,000 marchers, more than half of 
whom ware woman and many of whom wore from colleges 
and universities throughout Now York state, joined together in 
the streets of Albany on April 29. The march was the climax of 
a five-day-long weekend dedicated to raising AIDS awareness 
end lobbying state lawmakers for lesbian and gay rights. 


Speakers at the rally afterwards formed a 
veritable who's who of lesbian and gay Now York 
City and state gay politicos and activists, including 
author Barbara Smith, Albany Councilman Keith St. 
John, Rochester Councilman Tim Mains, Lambda 
Legal Oefonse and Education Fund chief Tom 
Stoddard and Tim Sweeney, deputy director of the 
Gay Man’s Health Crisis. 

One of the moat moving speechea of the 
afternoon cams from Claudia Brenner, a woman 
whose lover was murdered in an anti-letbian 
incident in which she herself was nearty lulled. 

Jennifer Rich, chair of the New York State 
Lesbian and Gay Lobby, dubbed the lobbying days 
which followed the march and rally ’very 
successful,* naming state Senators John Marchi (R- 
Statan Island) and Chrisotpher Mega (R-BrooWynj as 
ha idea of both ■ statewide lesbian 
and gay rights bill and an anti-bias bill similar to those now 
passed in seven other states snd also by the federal government 
New York stats's gay rights bill has been a political hot 
potato in Albany for nearty 20 years. The bias bfll has bean tied up 
in committer) tines last year's legislative session. 

—Andrew Millar and Andrew Liclrtenstain 
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NINE GAY 

CRUISES 

WITH 

SEVEN 

ALL NEW 

SAILINGS 


NEW YORK—In its First Annual Madia Awards, ttia Gay & Lasbian Aliance Against 
Datamation (GLAAD) recently handed out kudos and castigations to groups and 
individuals primarily in the mainstream news end entertainment media for their portrayal 
and coverage of the AIDS crisis, lesbians and gays. The ceremony, held as a fundraiser 
for the national organization, was hostad by GLAAD's ‘media person of the year,* Phil 
Donahue, end was attended by many notables, including comptroller Liz Holtzman and 
Mayor David Dinkins. Donahue attended with his wife, actress Mario Thomas. (They are 
pictured above along with Vito Russo, Craig Davidson and Marcia Palley.) 

With 60 nominations, the awards, called GLAADS, were instituted by the five-year- 
old organization 'to recognize accurate and positive portrayals by the media with the 
hopes that others will do the same," according to Executive Director Craig Davidson. 

For outstanding broadcast news or editorial, an award was given to the PBS show 
JTte AIDS Quarterly and to the Academy Award-winning HBO documentary Common 
Threads. Newsweek magazine's article "The Famiy,’ which included lesbians and gay 
men, was chosen for outstanding print feature. The television critic for The New York 
Times, John J. O'Connor, was honored for reporting done by an individual in print news 
or editorial. And for most improved reporting on gay and lesbian issues, Time magazine 
was singled out on the national level. The VHtage Voice received the same award for 
New York area coverage. 

Some of those acknowledged in the ‘apecial recognition' category were 6ay 
Cable Network. Out in the 90s, WBAI-FM/New York, Bob Hope for Ns GLAAD-sponsored 
public service announcement. Artists Space, whose exhibiton Witness: Against Our 
Vanishing landed the gallery In the middle of a huge controversy with the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

Also in the nominations were various defamatory categories. The list, a who's 
who of public bigots, included Guns 'n' Roses, Andrew Dice Cloy, Sam Kiniaon. Andy 
Rooney, Howard Stem, Patrick Buchanan, William F. Buckley, Jr„ National Review and 
New Dimensions magazines. Film critic Vito Russo and Penthouse contributor and 
GLAAD cofounder Marcia Palley gave a special presentation on homophobia and the 
madia. 

GLAAD spokesperson Karin Schwartz referred to the negative nominations not 
as awards but as an educational tool. She told OutWeek that GLAAD chose to not 
'decide who was worse then anyone else.’ Instead, presenters referred to the 
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Out lakes 


Queens 
AIDS center 
to open 
Jamaica 
office 

NEW YORK—The AIDS Center of 
Queens County (ACQO will open a coun¬ 
seling center in Jamaica, to serve the HTV- 


impacsed community of Southeast Queens. 

This announcement, made on April 
20. comes after a search for office space 
that lasted for over three months and had 
reportedly been frustrated by discrim¬ 
ination on the pan of many landlords in 
the area. According to Howard Goldberg, 
the Center's director of development, the 
group had 'looked at at least a dozen 
places* where the landlords were interested 
in renting out the space, but 'once they 
found out the kind of organization we 
were, they would come up with 101 
reasons why they couldn't rent to us.' 

Complaints of discrimination have 


been lodged by ACQC against several 
Jamaica landlords with the New York City 
Human Rights Commission. 

According to Gotdbeqt AOQC, which la 
based in Rego Park, Queens, saw a need to 
set up a Jamaica office to better serve the 
"hard-to-reach* community in that area, 
namely women and drug users. Twenry-flve 
percent of Queens' AIDS cases are in Junaka 

The Jamaica Office, located in the 
vidnky of Merrick Boulevard and Jamaica 
Avenue, will offer crisis intervention coun¬ 
seling, case management and support 
groups to people dealing with or 
concerned about AIDS. 



ACT UP on the move? 

NEW YORK—Rarely missing a week since Its inception, 
ACT UP has held Its meetings every Monday for over three 
years at the Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center on 
West 13th Street, for which it has become an Important 
source of much-needed revenue. 

But now, grappling with its own success and faced with 
jam-packed meetings where the temperature and tempers 
alike run high, ACT UP has begun the quest for a new 
meeting space able to accommodate a rapidly increasing 
membership. 

Tom Cunningham, ACT UP’S unpaid administrator, said 
the group's total membership now exceeds 900, adding that 
at Monday night meetings, ‘people 
are tripping over each other." He 
estimated that each week over 500 
people pack themselves into the 
Center’s first-floor assembly hall, a 
room designed for half 
number. 

While acknowledging the 
economic Impact such a move 
would have, Richard Burns, the 
Center's executive director, was 
mainly concerned about the 
Center's loss of ACT! 
and energy. Burns 
Center provides not only meeting 
space for gay groups, but the 
opportunity for members of those 
groups to meet each other and 
exchange ideas. 

According to Bums, the Center 
collects between $1,200 and $1,500 


Revenue from ACT UP's dozens of committee meetings has 
also slowly dried up since the activist group rented its own 
office around the comer last year. 

And although the Center has offered to air condition 
the room in an effort to get ACT UP to remain, the bottom 
line seems to be space. 

The Center charges rent on an honor system basis, 
asking groups for two dollars per head per meeting. 

ACT UP was founded in 1987 at the Community Center, 
at a lecture in Its regular Tuesday night series by playwright 
Larry Kramer. 

According to Cunningham, ACT UP is eyeing an 
auditorium at Cooper Union, an arts and engineering school 
in the East Village. % 

—Janls As tor and Andrew Miller 


Photo: T.L Lift 


per month in rent income from ACT 
UP, making the group the Center's 
single largest source of rent Income. vr <n o. 
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The satellite office is funded by the 
New York State Department of Health and 
the state'* AIDS Institute. Support also 
came from Queens State Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark, whom Goldberg desertjed 
as the ‘most influential’ member of AOQCs 
advisory board an the project, dark wSl join 
former Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro 
and New York Newsday Publisher Robert M 
Johnson an June 1, as an honoree at the 
ACQCs second annual awards reception. 

For more information about the AIDS 
Center of Queens County, call (718) 896- 
2500 (VWee), oe (718) 896-2985 ODD). 

—Mark Chcsnui 

GMHC wins 
national 
volunteer 
award 

NEW YORK—Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis (GMHC) received a citation in the 
1990 President s Volunteer Service Awards 
Program. Out of over 2,800 nominations, 
GMHC was one of the 51 citationsists. 
There were 19 wtnners. GMHC was the 
only AIDS organization or gay-oriented 
group recognized. This was the second 
consecutive year the group has been died 
by the program. 

Mayor David N. Dinkins honored the 
six New York area oration era at a dry hall 
ceremony on April 23. In accepting the 
sward for GMHC, Executive Director 
Jeffrey Braff said, "The six gay men who 
founded GMHC were this country’s first 
AIDS volunteers. For confronting AIDS 
when many Americans ignore fe or shun 
those who are ill, they deserve the highest 
award our country can bestow.* 

■AIDS volunteers deserve the highest 
recognition,* agreed Carta Cunningham, 
s spokesperson for GMHC 'But ifr still 
not enough.* While she said they were not 
informed about specific criteria the program 
used to select winners, Cunningham 
daimed that the fact there, were no other 
AIDS organizations recognized by the 
awards program ‘indicates they don’t 
understand or appreciate the breadth or 
depth of involvement around AIDS. There 
should have been more AIDS orga¬ 
nizations Irecognbed).' 

The other New York area dtationats 
atm the St. Nicholas Neighborhood 
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Preservation Association, the Ckjr Volunteer 
Corps of New York, Boys Brotherhood 
Republic, the National Council of Jewish 
TOxnen and Molly Moon, a founder of the 
National Urban League Guild, 

GMHC was founded In 1961. and In¬ 
volves 1,600 volunteers in providing legal, 
financial, medical, recreation and support 
services free of charge to an estimated 
2,800 people with AIDS and others 

—MaHtChrsnut 

Texas court 
OKs firing 
of AIDS 
volunteers 

HOUSTON—A Texas appeals court 
ruled on March 8 that a volunteer far the 
Houston AIDS Foundation who was 
discharged from her job with a paint 
company for refusing to quit her 
volunteer work has no legal remedy 
against her employer. The unanimous 
ruling held that Janet Brunner, who is not 
infected with HIV, could be fired by her 
employer who feared she might expose 
him and his employees to AIDS. 

Brunner toid her boss at Apollo Paint 
& Body, Farouk A1 Attar, that she was 
volunteering weekends and evenings to 
work with persons with AIDS, but that 
there was no danger to anybody at the 
company because AIDS is not casually 
transmitted- Brunner also told Al Attar that 
his customers did not have to know about 
her volunteer work, which she would not 
discuss in the workplace Brunner charges 
that Al Attar told her that she could not 
continue to work at Apollo unless she 
quit her volunteer work, because "he did 
not want to place himself, his family and 
his office workers in jeopardy.* 

Brunner charged that her discharge 
violated the Texas handkap discrimination 
law, and also claimed damages for a 
discharge in violation of public policy. A 
Harris County trial court dismissed the 
case, and the first District Court of 
Appeals upheld the dismissal 

In Texas, a right-to-work state, 
employers are free to discharge employees 
unless the discharge is for refusing to 
commit an illegal set, to avoid pension 
liability, or for a reason specifically 
forbidden by law, such as handicap 
discrimination. The court reasoned that 


because Brunner was not herself disabled, 
Ac was not entitled to protection under the 
state’s handicap discrimination law. Texas, 
unlike New York and many other stales, 
does not provide protection for people 
who, although not themselves disabled, 
suffer discrimination due to the fears of 
others about risk of workplace contagion 
—Arthur S. Leonard 

New state 
AIDS bill 

ALBANY, N.Y.—Gary Proud, a 
Democrat who represents the 131st 
District (Rochester) in the New York Sate 
Assembly, recently introduced legislation 
that would prohibit discrimination against 
people who arc HIV-poaitive. The bill, 
A. 10665, would add "HIV status* to the 
list of attributes (such as race, creed, sex 
or disability) that under state law cannot 
provide the hash for discrimination 

Proud said that he decided to 
introduce the bill after meeting with 
representatives of the Rochester-area gay 
and lesbian community. 

They kept telling me about paopte 
with AIDS who'd been discriminated 
against,* said Proud. "So I said, Why 
don’t you get somebody » introduce an 
antidiscrimination bill?’ So they said. Why 
don’t you?” So t did.* 

Proud, who told Out Week that he 
sees AIDS as *a medical matter, not a polit¬ 
ical matter.* said that he thinks the bill has 
a good chance of passing die assembly. If 
you teen to the rhetoric around this place, 
it should have a good chance,* Proud said. 

The bill has made no progress since 
its introduction in late March because leg¬ 
islators in Albany have been engaged fuB- 
time for more than a month in hammering 
out next year's state budget; all other 
legislative nutters have been put on hold. 

—James Waller 

Minnesota 
health chief, 
a nun, 
under fire 

MINNEAPOLIS—Sixty AIDS and 
abortion rights activists gathered on the 

Sa.MHMMM.fi 


PEOPLE OF COLOR (ran p*t* 1* 

we have reasons to get together again.* 
De Leon, a former deputy to Dinkins 
when he held the office of Manhattan 
Borough President, was accompanied to 
the gathering by his lover. Bruce 
Kieman. 

A combination welcome and cafl-to- 
arms was also delivered by Sandra Lowe, 
a staff attorney at Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Pund (see sidebar) 

The evening was disrupted briefly 
when Larry Kramer, the well-known 
community activist and firebrand, stood 
up on a chair to decry the recent tense 
departure from GMHC of Susan 
Richardson, a Black woman who worked 
as an AIDS educator. 

*On this day, which GMHC has 
chosen to invite so many members of the 
minority community here, they have asked 
their ranking Blade person an staff to leave 
her office by five o'clock,* he announced 

Kramer, a cofounder of GMHC, has 
been a frequent and vocal critic of the 
agency since he left it several years ago. 
Calling Richardson ’one of the finest 
AIDS fighter* in this community,* Kramer 
added. It's like asking Mother Teresa to 
leave her organization. * 

Richardson, who was also present at 
the reception, recently resigned from her 
position as project coordinator of the 
AIDS professional education program at 
GMHC after being disciptincd«by her 
boss, Franklin Carson, over remarks 
made to Harriet Goodman, a funding 
official at the New York City Department 
of Mental Health. Richardson had held 
her job for four yean. 

Kramer received an icy reception 
from those assembled, leading him to 
plead, "How do you get the forum to let 
the world know that you have done a 
wrong to your very own people?" 

For her part. Richardson told 
OulWetk in an Interview later In the 
week that she appreciated his unsolicited 
actions on her behalf, although she 
understood the negative reaction in the 
room. *1 think he was courageous 
because he was the only person who 
took it upon himself to stick up for me 
He didn't have to do that,* she said. 
Richardson has since met with GMHC 
chief Jeffrey Braff, a meeting she 
characterized as ‘positive.* 

Carson, Richardson's ex-boss, 
declined to speak to a reporter, and a 
GMHC spokeswoman declined to discuss 
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the incident, adding that Richardson's 
departure was *an internal personnel 
decision and we dont want to talk to 
reporters about It.* ▼ 


SHOCKED traa pay* M 

were more categories to fk into.’ 

Shocked said that only in the past 
three or four year* has she been *willing 
to take myself out of the prison I created 
I just built barricades,* she explained. 
*You know, I obviously didn't fa into 
society, so my reaction was, TfeB, fuck 
you." 

Shocked had her first female lover 
about a year and a half ago. she said, but 
does not now automatically identify as a 
lesbian. 

To be honest,* she evpfavwd, "the 
real fear of coming out of the doac t not 
fear, but the real pressures of coming out 
of the closet—had been If you had 

way or the other It’s been difficult.’ 

Shocked, whose albums Short Sharp 
Shocked and Captain Swing are quite 
popular In the lesbian and gay 
community, granted the interview to 
Outlines to clarify her position on 
‘outing,* which she had c r iti ci zed from 
the stage during an April 20 concert in 
Chicago. 

ACT UP members attended the 
concert and reportedly demanded that 
Shocked make an announcement about 
an upcoming demonstration. 

Shocked finally read the 
announcement, but prefaced k with he 
comment, 'If you want to support an 
organization that dogs people out of the 
doset* She did not complete the sentence 

In the Outlines Interview, Shocked 
described outing as ’unethical’ and 
‘destructive.* 

It's a cannibalism,’ she said, *yet I 
perfectly understand the frustrations’ 

Shocked seemed to imply in the 
interview that she had some concern about 
being exited by ACT UP heradf, but both 
ACT UP and Outbres writers say no such 
threat was made. 

There was no plot to out her,* said 
Carol Hayse of the ACT UP women's 
caucus "Wt never thou^X she would be in 
any way boric to ACT UP. CXdqg MkhcOc 
Shocked was the last thing we were 
worrying shout M the! time. It would have 
been alxxa 980.000th on our ha.’ ▼ 


BAMMUmmsU 

stackers. Mark Ricdirdi, 17, of 107 «tat 
20th Street, and Chip Benane, 18, of 90 
Graveling Avenue In Meriden, Conn., 
were arrested on charges of second- 
degree assault and aggravated 
harassment. 

Because the men arrested had short 
haircuts and wore studded leather 
clothing, some news reports called the 
Incident an stack by skinheads. This 
second gay bashing received widespread 
television coverage. 

According to the AVP's Foreman. 


there has been a 60-percent rise In 
reported anti-gay bias crimes during 
the first quarter of 1990 compared to 
last year. Within that total, the number 
of assaula Increased 76 percent. There 
were 181 reports of anti-gay violence 
in the first quarter of this year, up 
from 113 last year, and 53 reported 
anti-gay assaults, compared to 30 last 
year. 

Police are seeking additional 
witnesses to either attack. Anyone with 
information can call the New York Cky 
Police Department's Bias Crimes 
Investigation Unit at 012) 574-5267. ▼ 
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Obituaries 


Donald C. Knutson, 
NORA Co-Founder 

Donald C. Knutson, prominent 
San Franciaco attorney who co¬ 
founded National Gay Rights 
Advocates (NGRA) and was a co¬ 
founder of Bay Area Lawyers for 
Individual Freedom, died April 19 of 
complications from AIDS 

Knutson taught the first law 
school course in the nation on 
homosexuality and the law at the 
University of Southern California Law 
School where he was a professor. He 
also served as the first faculty advisor 
to the Gay Student Union at USC. 

In 1977, Knutson co-founded 
National Gay Rights Advocates in San 
Francisco with Richard Rouilard, and 
served as la first legal director. Among 
the key cases he argued was the 
precedent-setting Pacific Bell case, 
which resulted in a California State 
Supreme Court ruling that protects job 
rights for lesbians and gay men. He 
also was the lead attorney on 
challenges to a 1917 U-S. immigration 
law which bars homosexusls from 
entering the country, and, in a case 
argued before the U.S. Supreme Court, 
to an Oklahoma law banning gay 
teachers, modeled on California's 
defeated Proposition Six of 1978. 

*San Francisco Is a better city 
because Don Knutson made his home 
here,* Mayor An Agnos said. "His work 
left people safer and freer of 
discrimination, and I am proud that I 
knew him as a friend ana an ally. He 
was a leader who inspired other 
leaders here and across the nation.* 
Last year. Mayor Agnos named October 
16 as Don Knutson Day in San 

Knutson, bom July 12. 1990 in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, graduated from the 
University of Minnesota Law School, 
where he was first in his class and 
editor of the Law Journal. He served as 
a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, 
and then clerked for Roger Traynor, 
Chief Justice of the California State 
Supreme Court. 

Services will be May 10 at noon at 
the First Unitarian Church on Franklin 
Street in San Franciaco. Mayor Agnos 
will deliver the eulogy. 

He is survived by a brother, 
Thomas, of St. Paul, Minnesota; a 
sister, Joan Younghans. also of St. Paul; 
and a family of friends, including Cliff 
Roberts. Leonard Graff, Larry Bush, 
Harold Booth, Jim Foster, Theresa 
DeCrescenzo and Dr. Betty Berzon, 
Isabel Kirstcin. Gil Medina and Warren 
Crawford, Ray Hath and Loy Elsa. 
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In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be sent to the Don Knutson 
Memorial Pund, National Gay Rights 
Advocates, 8901 Melrose Avenue, Suite 
200, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Proceeds 
from the funds will be used to support 
NGRA’s AIDS-related litigation, 

—William Pratt 

Michael Brown 
1940-1990 

"We're probably the most 
harassed, persecuted minority group in 
history, but we'll never have the 
freedom and civil rights we deserve as 
human beings unless uv stop biding in 
closets and in the shelter of 
anonymity. '—Michael Brown, of the 
Gay Liberation Front, which helped 
organise a demonstration. 

This quote made by Michael was 
in The New York Times, June 29. 1970. 
The demonstration referred to was the 
first Christopher Strea liberation Day 
March It was the first time a “Quote of 
the Day* by an acknowledged gay 
person was used in the New York 
Times. In addition to being an 
organizer of the first march, Michael 
was, a year earlier, a co-founder of the 
Gay Liberation Front (GLF). GLF was 
the first radical gay movement formed 
following the Christopher Street riots 
'in June 1969. One of many projects to 
grow out of GLF was the newspaper 
Come Out, a radical gay and lesbian 
forum, of which Michael was a co¬ 
founder and a writa. 

Michael was bom and raised in 
Los Angeles but grew up in the 
tumultuous and exhilarating New York 
City of the 1960s. Michael suffered 
from emphysema and found the last IS 
years of his life In Provlncctown and 
Wellfleet most beneficial. Michael died 
March 10 from heart failure caused by 
emphysema. A memorial service will 
be held April 29 In Provincaown at 
the Universal 1st Church. 

His spirit and sense of equality 
will be missed. 

—Jim Anderson 


Obituary Policy 

OutWeek accepts and publiihas 
obituarist from our readers free of 
charge. Submissions should be in 
writing and may be accompanied by e 
photograph. OutWeek reserves the 
right to edit obituaries. Plaits msfl to: 
OutWeek Megatine. 159 West 25th 
Street. Seventh Floor, New York City, 
NY 10010. 


steps of the Minnesota Department of 
Heakh building hoe on April 4 to demand 
the resignation of Commissiona of Health 
Mary Madonna Ashton, a Catholic nun. 

The groups charged Ashton with 
gross mismanagement of the health 
department, failure to promote safer sex 
and condoms, support of invasive sex 
surveys and quarantine laws, anti-abortion 
policies end 'hysterical* HIV-related 
procedures and missing out on $4 million 
in 1909 federal AIDS grants 

But the issue at the heart of the 
demonstration appeared to be the activists' 
hrhrf that Ashton, a Catholic nun affiliated 
with the St Joseph Order, is unable to pa- 
form ha duties as commissk- a because 
of her connection wZh the Calhoiic Church. 

Not everyone within the gay com¬ 
munity shares ACT UFs sentiment toward 
Ashton, however. Openly gay Minneapolis 
state Sen. Alan Spear said, *She‘s very 
professional—she hasn't used ha position 
as a forum for ha personal beliefs.' He said 
when Ashton was fir* recommended far 
appointment in 1989 he voted against ha. 
But In 1987 he voted for her reap¬ 
pointment because she had demonstrated 

ha commitment to AIDS by being the first 

commitioner to request, snd receive, 
funds for AIDS education and testing. 

And Betty Benjamin, an activist with 
the Abortion Rights Council, said that ha 
group had feared Ashton's appointment, 
but said thereto no evidence that the fears 
eva materialized. 

Others woe leas than complimentary. 
Tm protesting against the church denying 
rights,* said Audrey Patton, a 78-year-old 
abortion rights activist. ‘Ashton cant be 
objective on abortion and AIDS because 
she's a nun.* Echoing this opinion. Jodie 
Lampcove, a Coalition for Choice 
organiza, said, "Women are dying aD ova 
the world because of illegal abortions, 
and people are dying from AIDS all ova 
the world because of silence. We have to 
fight for the right to privacy—a view that 
Ashton doesn't share.* 

At an Informal press conference, Dan 
Mdnemey. deputy health commissiona, 
said Ashton has no intention of resigning. 
He added. Tm not sure I understand the 
principles of the demonstration. It seems 
to me that we have an attack of the 
commissiona based upon what she is, as 
opposed to what she has done or is 
doing.* ▼ 

—David Anger 
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In Our Own I hinds 


Those Painful Little Sores 
Down There 


A monthly column about women's 
health. 


by Risa Denenberg 

c 

uzanne told me she thought 
she had a yeast infection 
without much emotion. It was 
difficult to get her to talk during our in¬ 
terview, and I was unprepared to dis¬ 
cover, on her exam, that she had open 
sores across her vulva and thighs, and 
inside her vagina. She hadn’t been able 
to pee in almost 24 hours. Her tempera¬ 
ture was 101 degrees and her glands 
were swollen and tender. When 1 
said, *You must be in a lot of pain,* 


AIDS, when it was presented as an in¬ 
curable, sexually transmitted Infection 
which could threaten fetuses and new¬ 
borns, and could be linked to cervical 
cancer in women, particularly those 
with multiple sexual partners. As a 
women's health care provider. I have 
shared the diagnosis with many women 
and their female and male partners, and 
have observed the very real desperation 
the news provokes. 

Tha Family of HarpM 

Herpes belongs to a family of virus¬ 
es which cause cold sores, genital her¬ 
pes (HSV-1, HSV-2), mononucleosis 
(Epstein-Bare, or EBV), shingles (Herpes 
zoster), chickenpox (varicella) and cy¬ 
tomegalovirus (CMV). Nearly 100 mil- 


Herpes viruses are also a cause of 
rare but serious infections of the eye 
that can lead to blindness, and occa¬ 
sionally can cause meningitis. When 
transmitted during pregnancy to a fetus, 
or during delivery to a newborn, HSV 
can result in a serious, life threatening 
generalized viral illness. 

If—ll lion 

Transmission generally requires 
dose body to body contact with a person 
who is shedding the virus at a mucus 
membrane or from a body secretion. 
Once in the body, the virus enters cells, 
and after replicating moves further in¬ 
side along nerve pathways, often settling 
in for a lifetime residence within nerve 
structures called ganglia. At this point 
the virus is latent or inactive, but it 
can be reactivated by various stimuli 


Z S3 XLt Suzanne became angry. 
£££bkV* id ' B, “ 1 “You didn't tell me you had 

Wbw I shared my concern heipeS," SllS SCCUSOd. “I 

with Robin, her lover of three r 

months, she said. But I haven't had didn't think I COIllcl give it 
an outbreak in years." Suzanne be- . 

came angry. "You didn't tell me you tO V 0 U, Roblll Said qUietly 
had herpes,* she accused. T didn’t ^ 

think I could give it to you,’ 


Recurrences often occur re¬ 
peatedly at the same place on the 
skin or genitals. While so^ps and 
lesions often accompany the viral 
recurrence, viral shedding has been 
shown to occur even in the ab- 


said quietly, beginning to cry too. 

Later that evening I saw Marilyn, 
who waa angry and upset. *1 have a 
sore, And I just know it's herpes. I 
probably got It from this guy I slept 
with one time, two years ago. What am 
I going to do? I don't want to give it to 
my girlfriend.* Her exam was entirely 
unrevealing, and though I reassured her 


lion people in the US experience re¬ 
current herpes cold sores, usually 
caused by HSV-1, on the lips, mouth or 
face. And between 3-9 million people in 
the US. have recurrent genital herpes, 
which is primarily caused by HSV-2, but 
can also be due to HSV-1 (undoubtedly 
transmitted by oral sex). 

EBV, CMV and humanherpes virus-6 


that nothing indicated a herpes infec- (HHV-6) have all been implicated as 


lion, she decided on an expensive 
pond of tests which were, unfortunate¬ 
ly, Inconclusive. 

Genital herpes is a viral illness with 
an intensely emotional component 
ranging from denial to panic to rage. It 
was big news in the mainstream media 
in the late 1970s, prior to news about 


Standard safe sex measures 
such as co n do m s and denial dams 
do not always prevent herpes 
transmission since viral shedding 
can occur in uncovered areas such as 
thighs, buttocks or scrotum. In woman- 
oral sex, direct genital to 


playing a role In chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome. Some research has postulated 
that HSV-2 Is a cofactor for acquiring 
the HIV virus. EBV can develop Into a 
form of cancer called Burkin’s lym¬ 
phoma And HSV-2, as genital herpes, is 
associated with an increased risk of cer¬ 
vical cancer. 


herpes, which is easily transmitted. Sex 
during an outbreak is very risky, but 
even safe sex without presence of sores 
bears some risk. Sexual partners really 
must be prepared to assume the risk, al¬ 
though reasonable efforts are often suc¬ 
cessful. 

Symptoms of Qsnital Horpos 

Not everyone who is sexually ex¬ 
posed to HSV-1 or HSV-2 develops 
symptoms. Many still test positive for 
antibodies to both viruses without any 
history of outbreaks. A primary infec- 
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tk>n of genital herpes Is characterized 
Initially by flu-like symptoms such as 
headache, fever, muscular pains and 
swollen glands. Fcdings of fatigue and 
depression are common. The blistery 
rash is often preceded by local itching 
or burning or painful urination. Some¬ 
times a vaginal discharge is present and 
the cervix may appear infected also. 
The entire episode generally lasts two 
to four weeks. Inability to urinate can 
be a serious problem requiring cathcr- 
ization (removing urine by a tube). 

The average duration of recurrent 
episodes is 15 days, and the symptoms 
are usually milder Most people experi¬ 
ence a day or so of warning such as 
fever, tingling or itching. Some women 
with chronic herpes experience out¬ 
breaks that last only a day or two. Fre¬ 
quency of recurrences, and the severity 
of clinical symptoms, is affected by the 
individual's general state of health, re¬ 
sistance to disease, immune status and 
the type of herpes virus involved- It is 
possible that persons who have had a 
long-standing infection with HSV-1 oral¬ 
ly have milder HSV-2 genital infections 
when initially exposed, due to prior 
presence of HSV-1 antibodies. In the 
immune-compromised person, the out¬ 
breaks may be more frequent, more 
prolonged and involve a greater degree 
of viral shedding. 

Trsstmsnt 

The goals of treatment indude de¬ 
creasing the severity and duration of 
outbreaks, as well as relieving symp¬ 
toms; prevention of transmission to oth¬ 
ers and to other sites; and increasing 
the time interval between outbreaks. 
The virus can spread from one area of 
the body to another, so hand washing is 
important. It's especially important to 
protect the eyes. 

The medical treatment for an initial 
outbreak is oral acydovir (Zovirax) for 
five to ten days. This has also been 
shown to decrease the length of initial 
infections. Acyclovir ointment is also 
available for topical use. 

For recurrences, other local treat¬ 
ments are suggested from holistic, 
herbal and home medicine and are 
geared toward comfort and rapid heal¬ 
ing. Ice can be helpful and may even 
abort an attack if used very early, be¬ 
fore blisters appear. Applications of 
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A gay and lesbian advice column 
by Dr. Charles Silverstein 


questions without another kid around. 
And you want to encourage your kids to 
ask questions. But don't expect your kids 
to ask a lot of questions at first. They 
may be too shy. Just be certain that they 
know that they can ask questions about 
your gayness whenever they want. 

I think that you need to discuss a 
few issues with your children when you 
come out A son may worry that he may 
become gay because his father b gay. 
Daughters sometimes fed embarrassed 
when their school friends find out. They 
should be assured that homosexuality b 

nnf omHir that it's not wnrfhinff that 


Question: While not impmauHe, it's unlikely that you get from your parents. This will 

I’m gay and I've been married to a he's as uninformed as you seem to think, likdy lead into a. discussion of why you 

woman for 14 years. Last year I told her especially with all the publicity about became gay. I can only suggest telling 

that I was gay. She blew up and de- AIDS on TV and in the papers. You also them the truth, which b that we don't 

mantled that I leave the house. Wfc'rc in haven’t considered that your daughter know why some of us become gay. 

the process of getting a divorce. But that's and son don't talk together about what Second b the question of who else in 

not the thing that bothers me. 1 have two happened between you and your wife, 

kids, a 12-year-oid boy and a daughter Of course a lot has to do with what you 


who's eight-years-old. They don't 
know that I'm gay. I want them to 


the family knows of your gayness. Ob¬ 
viously they will discuss it with your 
wife. But how about their grandpar¬ 
ents, uncles, aunts, cousins? You'll 


You need to discuss a few 


live with 

understand that I still love them and 
welcome them In my house. Obvi- 


issues with your children 

ously my wife b against it She wants when YOU CO file OUt FOT 
to protect them from ever knowing 1 


when to introduce your lover to 
your children—as your lover, not 
your roommate Here’s how I would 
handle k. I would not come out to 

example, a son may worry y™ children with your lover pre- 

but I’ve never answered their ques- that he may become gay 

lions about what the problem b be-' ■ . # ■ . 

because his father is gay. 


I’m gay, which b ridiculous. The kids 
know that my wife and I had a fight. 


tween their parents. Do you 
should tell them now. even If it 
makes my wife angry? 


think you owe them family 
privacy so that they fed comfortable 
asking you questions about "Unde 
BUI.’ They might not be atye to say 

__ what's on their mind in hb presence, 

even If they lijce him a lot Unde 
and your wife told them about the di- Bill can appear after the discussion, 
vorce. I gather that you didn't ted them Then let the kids take the initiative in 
ft sounds as if your wife is hurt and the real reason. I assume that both you making contact with your lover. They'll 
bitter over her marriage with you. Many and your wife either lied about why you bring him into the family in their own 
wives in her situation fed as if the years left the bouse, or gave no reason at all. way. I can't emphasize this enough— 
you spent together were all a fraud, that That dishonesty b the first problem you'd children will integrate a lover into your 
they were wasted years. They express meet when you ooroc out to your cfail- family in their own way and with their 
their bitterness in a number of ways. 

Throwing you out of the house was ob- hurt because of L One or both of them 
viousiy the first. Now she's doing what may even fed guilty about the divorce, priate. The approach that works for 
many wives do when faced with the worrying that they were the cause of grade school children won't work for 
coming out of their husbands—using the conflict between you and your wife, 
the children as pawns. Her claim that So expect some anger from them, 
she’s thinking of the welfare of her chil- One question you face b whether evening at the Gay Community Center, 

dren covers up fedings about herself to ted them at the same time, or sepa- Their phone number is (212) 979-7541. 
and her anger at you. 

Are you so sure that your 12-year- 
old son doesn't know that you're gay? be considered stupid. It's easier to ask riencc. They can be very helpful to you. 


dren. You lied to them and they'll fed own time schedule. Don't farce it 

You always need to be age appro- 


teenagera. You should join the Gay Fa¬ 
thers Forum. It meets every Friday 


ratdy. You have to make this judgment You'll find a lot of married gay men 
Kids often fad that their questions may who have gone through the same expe- 


Dr. Silverstein, co-author (with Edmund MPhitc) of the Joy of Gay Sex, b a psy¬ 
chologist in private practice. Hb latest book about psychotherapy with gays 
and lesbians will be publislied late in the ytar Send your questions to: Doctor 
Silverstein, do OulWeek Magazine, 159 W. 25th Sc #7. New York, NY 10001. 


If you arc a gay father and want to 
respond to this column, send the letter 
to me do Out Week Your experience 
may be useful in publishing a follow-up 
article Y 
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tOKStraa^iK 

warm tea bags with tannic acid, com- 
frey or camomile may bdp. Sltz baths 
with these herbs, and also calendula, 
burdock or echinacea are soothing. Vi¬ 
tamin E, aloe or witch hazel can also be 
applied. Benedryl, an over the counter 
antihistamine, can be taken orally if 
Itching Is a problem. 

In addition, sources recommend vi¬ 
tamin A, B-complex and BHT (an an¬ 
tioxidant). Acupuncture may also be 
helpful. Diet stress-reduction and exer¬ 
cise, as usual, all play a role in main¬ 
taining resistance to outbreaks. While 
herpes can be frustrating and difficult to 
cope with, it is important to realize that 
It is manageable, usually improves over 
time and that much can be done to re¬ 
duce the frequency of outbreaks. ▼ 

ANTVHOMS from p«f« t» 

want to make sure It's not Jesse Heims ' 

In Its early stages, gay activists 
planned to create an Independent gay 
strategy against Helms that would 
link efforts with other groups wanting 
to defeat him. But strategists decided 
this spring to launch a coalition PAC 
because no other group was taking a 
lead. 

As a federal non-affillated PAC, 
North Carolina Senate Voce '90 will work 
Independently of the Democratic nom¬ 
inee or any ocher group or corporation fes 
non-affiliated status allows the PAC to 
raise an unlimited amount of money. 
Carter, who has been living mainly off 
her savings, is the only paid staff 

For more information or to mail 
checks, write to Mindy Carter, director, 
North Carolina Senate Vote 90, 604 West 
Chapel HUI St.. Durham, NC 27701, or 
call her at (919) 682-6374. 

Meanwhile, paperwork b underway 
to start another North Carolina political 
action committee aimed at addressing 
lesbian and gay Issues in local, state and 
federal elections. Tentatively called the 
Family Pund, the proposed PAC may 
have a longer, more descriptive name to 
meet federal guidelines, according to 
Teachout, the PAC's organizer and 
chairperson. 

For more information, contact the 
Family Pund, P.O. Bax 187. Rocky Point. 
NC 28457. ▼ 
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▼GLAADlilmMs 


GIAAD Tidings is a program of the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against De¬ 
famation. For more information about the 
material in this week's column, or about 
GLAAD, call (212) 966-1700. 


by Karin Schwartz 


D ustness Week appears to be 
unable to distinguish be¬ 
tween fundraising solicita¬ 
tions by gay, lesbian and AIDS groups 
and "homosexual pornography.’ 

A recent edition of Business Week 


included a small article titled "Halting 
the Junk-Mail Juggernaut/ The article's 
intention was reasonable enough—to 
help people who have been swamped 
with junk mail to reduce the mail they 
receive. It also provided some tips on 
how to avoid getting on mailing lists 
that are shared with other businesses. 


So far so good. But when the writ¬ 
er of the article tried to illustrate the 


point, he slipped into homophobic 
stereotyping. He wrote: "Last year, a 
New Yorker gave money to help AIDS 
research. The neat week, her mailbox 
was flooded with homosexual pornog¬ 
raphy* 

Well I, and many people I know, 
have given money to help AIDS re¬ 
search and education efforts And none 


of us have had the experience of re¬ 
ceiving unsolicited homosexual pornog¬ 
raphy in the non-profit groups that Tight 
bigotry, discrimination and violence 
against gays and lesbians, but I 


wouldn’t characterize them as "pornog¬ 
raphy." 

Perhaps the woman-in-question re¬ 
ally had a negative experience, maybe 
donating to a nonreputable AIDS orga¬ 
nization. It seems far more likely that 
the woman, and the author of the arti¬ 
cle, can't and won’t make the distinc¬ 
tion between gay activism and social 
services on the one hand, and gay 
pornography on the other. And that fail¬ 
ure spells bigotry. 

It’s somewhat akin to Eddie Mur¬ 
phy’s and Sam Kinison’s attempts to 



erase long histories of homophobia by 
giving money to AIDS organizations. 
The sad truth is that many people who 
are sympathetic to gay people when we 
are sick and dying, couldn’t care less 


FIGHT _ 

HOMOPHOBIA 


about the violence and discrimination 
we face when we are alive and thriving. 

We urge you to write to Business 
Week and point out that this subde ho¬ 
mophobic slip in their article suggests a 
pervasive anti-gay bias at the publica¬ 
tion. Write Stephen Shepard, Editor-tn- 
Chief, Business Week, 1221 Avenue of 
the Americas, 39* floor, New York. NY 
10020. And send a copy to the article's 
author, Jeffrey Rothfeder. The phone 
number is (212) 512-2511. 

GLAAD isn't only interested in con¬ 
fronting the media when it is defamato¬ 
ry. We also work for positive and accu¬ 
rate portrayals of gays and lesbians in 
the media. This next item has that goal 
in mind. 

New York City Mayor David Dink¬ 
ins recently appointed Thomas B. Mor¬ 
gan as president of the WMYC Commu¬ 
nications Group. In this capacity, 
Morgan will have direct influence on 
programming by WNYC-TV/Channel 
31, as well as WNYC-AM and WNYC- 
FM A significant amount of WNYC's 
programming is picked up by PBS and 
National Public Radio. * 

According to The New York Times, 
Morgan has stated that he would like 
WNYC to become "more responsive to 
New Yorkers by serving constituents 
not addressed by commercial television 
or other public television stations " This 
could be good news for gay and lesbian 
New Yorkers who have been underrep¬ 
resented in our own public media for 
far too long. 

Wr urge you to act now to ensure 
that Morgan's vision includes gays and 
lesbians. In particular, encourage him to 
increase the gay and lesbian content of 
WNYC’s news coverage, educational 
programs and entertainment programs. 
Point out that gays and lesbians are a 
significant chunk of the city’s mosaic, 
numbering over 600,000 strong. Write 
to: Thomas B. Morgan, President, 
WNYC Communications Group, 1 Centre 
Street, New York. NY 10007. Or call 
(212) 669-7800. T 
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Tattle O 
Tale 
Traps 


Incc during my book tour last summer for After Tbe Ball, ■ reporter 
'p«ed a question that Bopped me flat. He said Armiatead Maupin 
had suggested this question to ask me: If I poaaeaaed a big. thick 
computer list naming every gay person to America, would I be 
.willing to publish that list for straights to see? 

The idea had appeal. Isn't it publish or perish, these days? 
Doesn't my own book, In the macho cause of political pragmatism, urge every 
gay American to leap from the closet, and pronto? Wouldn't the sheer bulk of 
the homolist Instantly add heft to our demand for dvil rights? Wouldn't the list 
sextuple my prospects for a dale on Saturday night? Wxtldn’t It be heroin-pure 
pleasure to rout all the gay community's sneaky cowards, quislings and hyp¬ 
ocrites at once? Isn't the list already familiar, anyway, to gay gossips far and 
wide? 

I answered each of these questions to myself with a qualified yes. But I told 
the reporter no, I simply couldn't publish the homolist 

Since last summer, the idea of gay-listing has been re-christened ‘outing’ and 
rctro-flaed with several rationales Outing has attracted a noisy gang of tattlers 
who've gone rampaging through others' dosets, looking for frightened queers 
to drag into the icy spotlight of public bigotry, where they'll either team to like 
It or else die of exposure. 

I still think outing is wrong and impractical, In nearly all cases. In After the 
BaU, we make It Rule Nine of our preferred social code for gay America: *111 
encourage other gays to come out, but never expose them against their will.* 
Why not? To see what's wrong with tattling, let's start with the case of dos- 
eted gays who are not public figures, then consider those who are. 
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o evangdist is more heedlessly dogged than a new convert. Some 
gays—particularly the recently arrived—have found it such a relief 
■and |oy to come out of the closet that they simply insist upon the same 
for all their gay acquaintances. No more hiding for them... or anyone dad If 
straights ask who's who (and sometimes even when they don't ask) these gays 
lunge to due them in. Top of their tattle-list: doeeted gays they especially like, 
and those they particularly despise. I'm troubled by such disclosures for four rea¬ 
sons. 

(1) Being out is good, but coming out is better We must cherish the process 
of coming out. No gay person should deny another the incomparable, irreplace¬ 
able, once- in -a -I ifclime opportunity to come out of the doset under his or her 
own steam, as the fruit of deep personal reflection, courage and conviction. For 
each individual, self-confrontation runs by its own internal dock; to the exas¬ 
peration of onlookers, the moment of truth is often evaded or postponed for 
months, years, a lifetime. But, for many a 
closeted homosexual, the moment does 
eventually arrive when she steps forward 
to affirm her own character openly, and 
thereby becomes the author of it. This rite 
of passage is far too important to the 
development of a positive gay Identity for 
someone else—some venal or irrepress¬ 
ible blabbermouth—to callously pre¬ 
empt it. to steal it away 

(2) To be closeted is bad, but to be 
exited can be worse. 

Being flushed into the open by 
others before one is ready—before 
one has overcome shame and 
guilt, before one has constructed a 
solid personal alternative to soci¬ 
ety’s mores—can crush a person. 

Indeed, the effect is doubly 
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crushing because one has lost forever, at own good, and ours' takes its meddle- dous, irreplaceable chance to grow per- 

that terrible instant, the single thing that some spirit from the conservative conta- sonally by coming out. Outing can dun- 

makes coming out socially bearable: the gioo of our times. As the late Henry Fair- age them emotionally and materially. It 

dignity one may claim from having at lie observed, ‘America too is becoming a dramatically undercuts the gay cotnmuni- 

least chasm to come out, chosen to be nation of informers. Ufe are encouraged ty’s claim that sexual preference should 

different. to go around checking on everyone eisc's be a strictly private, not a public, coocem. 

And, of course, when you take It eating, drinking, smoking, sexual prodiv- And it fans the atmosphere of whispering 

upon yoursdf to force others out of the ities. and general hygiene.* (Alas, as co- mistrust within the gay community, 

closet you may wreak havoc in uninicnd- author of a book that pokes and prods The benefits of outing big shots must, 

cd ways as well. Your intentions may be the gay community’s welfare without therefore, be so very compelling that they 

good, but your timing atrocious. Your mercy or restraint. I'm in no position to can outweigh these hulking drawbacks, 

highhanded intervention might expose press this point too farO Are they? Consider the common ratio- 

them to real hardships and disaimiiutioa (4) It’s better to live in a gay commu- rules. 

that they should have had a chance to nity that operates on mutual trust rather (1) Young gay people need positive 
weigh for themselves—keeping in mind, than mutual finking. This point is simple role models, so famous people should be 
after all, (hat coming out Isn't etvrything but important: what kind of gay subcul- outed if they haven't the civic decency to 
in life. Or you might prematurely pigeon- ture do you prefer to live in—one with an come out or their own. Gabrid Rotello, 
hole a bisexual as a homosexual—in the atmosphere of trust, or one of gimlet- the editor of this journal, recently justified 
entire town’s mind—before he himself eyed suspicion? The latter is what devd- outing for The New York Times in this 
had decided against the option of living a ops when everyone is outing everyone way: ‘It’s taken for granted that other 
freight lifestyle. else. minorities deserve to have role models, 

(3) It’s better to live in a society that Not all gays can or will come out fully so why not gaysT 
respects your right to privacy, than in one at the present moment, so I'd rather that The only possible reply Is yes, gays 
where the world b a fly on your bedroom our demimonde continue to be a refuge should have their own uncloseted role 
wall. Exposing the private sex lives of for them; an inviting place where they models, and one wishes that the nation's 
others to public rumor, and asserting that can let their hair down and dance, confi- many covertly gay 'success stories’ had 
it's perfectly fine to do so, b a needlessly dent that the waltz b entre nous. This the gumption to do the right thing, drop 
risky strategy for gays. Here's why: For goes for closeted gays both famous and their elaborate covers and come dean, 
decades, gays have been squawking, in unknown; as a rule, their secret should be But a positive role model who has to be 
courtrooms and to the press, that what safe with us until they deem otherwise. outed simply isn't oneel Closet 

they do in bed, and with whom, isn't any- Keeping such secrets b one of the cases—however accomplished they 
one rise's business; that sexual activity odd pleasures of bring the member of an might otherwise be—hardly set a good 

among consenting adults should enjoy a outgroup: It makes you a kind of insider, example for young gays once they've 

special right to privacy—implicit in the, for a change, to know who your co-con- been exposed as cowardly lions. 

Bill of Rights—that ban scrutiny and! spirators are when the rest of the world Next, think of the impression outing 
interference from society and the state doesn't makes an the general public. After cen- 

I happen to agree with those squawk- _ tunes of straights bullying and queerbalt- 

era But our benighted Supreme Court 1Gsta| hMc AfeWl hMC Rpra ing homosexuals, now gays are fuming 

does not: It doubts both the notion of a I nave detailed at length the each other in. The image of homosexual- 

'constitutional right to privacy' and our 1 M^demerits of outing private fig- ity as a furtive, sick, shameful thing b 

claim that gay sex b protected by such a l*=^®®ures, for a reason. Many readers amply reinforced by the spectacle of oth- 

principlc Consequently, the right to be would quickly agree that snitching on erwise prominent doset-cases being driv- 

Icft alone in sexual miners wfll not be other hapless nobodies b mean, pointless en out from their dark hiding places into 

enforced from the top down in America, and bad for the gay community in the the blinding light of day, only to suffer (as 

This means that a tolerant respect for sex- long run. On the other hand, they feel they usually do) an immediate fall from 

ual privacy can only be cultivated—by that exposing the sex lives of famous public grace. Role models, indeed, 

gays, if no one dse—from the bottom up, people—who, after all, live in a fish bowl (2) The straight press’s double stan- 

among the citizenry itself. Yet how can already—b somehow more acceptable. dard against reporting the homosexual 

we hope to teach straights to mind their Their distinction b callous, as can intimacies of celebrities should be 

own damned business, when they see us now be seen: My four complaints still smashed. Here’s a truly peculiar argu- 

relcntlcssly sniffing out one another's apply. The outing of closeted celebrities ment, again 
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issued by Rotello: The media talks about 
the private lives of famous people in 
great detail. But when it comes to some¬ 
body being gay, there Is axode of 
silence...because being gay is per¬ 
ceived...as fust about the worst thing 
somebody can be. And by imposing this 
code of silence, we are perpetuating that 
notion.* In other words, if the press is 
going to descend to trash-tabloid stan¬ 
dards by invading the sexual privacy of 
straights, then it dam wdl ought to do the 
same for cloSeted homosexuals—with the 
gay community’s help, if necessary. Evi¬ 
dently, to paraphrase Oscar Wilde, the 
only thing worse than being talked about 
is not being talked about. 

Now, this reasoning is so patently 
cockeyed that, if you can’t already see the 
problem. I'm not sure I can explain it to 
you. Certainly, the more the straight press 
discusses gay issues in a matter-of-fact 
way, the more desensitized the public 
will become on the issue (my book 
speaks at length about this process). But 
deliberately encouraging the trampling of 
gay people's privacy rights fust to serve 
this purpose is lU-adviscd. Might it not 
make more sense to encourage media 
discussion of gay issues instead of gay 
personalities? 

Moreover, the press never treats the 
stories of forcibly outed celebrities in a 
matter-of-fact way: It’s always a sensa¬ 
tional scandal! And who really believes 
the press observes a double standard 
nowadays, anyway? The prestige press 
still considers celebrity sea lives basically 
off-limits—being the stuff of libel 
suits—and so declines to monger straight 
or gay tattle. The tabloid press, on the 
other hand, digs into both with gusto. 
Oust check out the tabloids’ recent expos¬ 
es on Forbes, Chamberlain and 
Schwarzenegger). 


dead, of course, our concerns about the 
heartache, stunted personal growth and 
career damage that outing can cause are 
moot. 

(3) The more gay leaders who arc 
out, the more powerful the gay move¬ 
ment becomes. This is true, and only 
sometimes, if the famous gay person has 
come out under his or her own steam—os 
in the case of Congressman Barney 
Frank. My own guess is that outing 
prominent gays will, by embarrassing 
them and rendering them targets of big¬ 
otry, tend to diminish their power within 
the mainstream and marginalize their 
position. We’d never wish to do that to 
the gay community's closeted but other¬ 
wise supportive friends in govern¬ 
ment—who can, perhaps, do us more 
good than harm by remaining undercover 
for the time being. On the other hand, 
those conservative creeps who acted as 
our enemies before their outing will have 
little reason (or power) to help the gay 
community thereafter—Robert Bauman's 
example notwithstanding. 

(4) Some closeted enemies of the gay 
community must be neutralized through 
exposure. Outing does have Its merits as 
a form of political castration and psycho¬ 
logical terrorism, but this b a dire remedy 
to be reserved for the most diabolical 
hypocrites, which arc few. I have in mind 
those cases where ooc observes a consis¬ 
tent pattern of malignant attack on gay 
rights and interests, by someone who—in 
his private hours—enjoys the gay life he 
publicly abhors. 

But resort to outing in these instances 
entails setting aside our general ethic of 
privacy in order to attack another for 
lacking such ethics. This contradiction 
Barney Frank deflects wdl: There is a 
right to privacy but not hypocrisy. If 
politicians are gay or lesbian and then use 


Even so, this tactic puts us on a slip¬ 
pery slope to a bad liable of coercion, and 
validates the kind of exposure-blackmail 
long favored by the other side. First, 
you'll out a public figure only for being 
aggressively anti-gay; next, for supporting 
a gay civil rights bill only tepidly: and 
eventually, for taking conservative stands 
deemed 'politically incorrect* on all man¬ 
ner of issue within (he Rainbow Coalition. 
That goes much too far 


WTwl mwtiiMmn 

KAf that, in the end, is behind the 
wfaf outing craze (apart from the 
A^tfgay intelligentsia's perennial 
need for something new to bicker over)? 
A big port of the answer, as Randy Shilts 
noted some time ago, b AIDS. Frustration 
over failure by the nation’s governmental 
and commercial elites to assume foil lead¬ 


ership in fighting the disease has boiled 
over, first, into rancorous public demon¬ 
strations—ACT UP-styie—and. lately. Into 
the threat of outing gay leaders who pre¬ 
sumably could do much more. As an 
expression of valid rage, then, one must 
grant outing its share of moral justifica¬ 
tion even though it b impractical and ulti¬ 
mately self-defeating. 

My hope and expectation is that, with¬ 
in a decade, the outing debate will be 
swept into utter irrelevance by a sea 
change in the sheer number of gays, in 
places high and low, who surge out of the 
closet For it wool be long before the real 
benefits of being openly gay outweigh the 
perceived costs. Even now we are 
close—perhaps very done —to tipping the 
scale in that direction. In the meantime. 


may the bitter tacticians of outing do noth¬ 
ing that inadvertently makes coming out 
seem more frightful than it actually b.Y 


Speaking of Forbes, I should add in that against other people, they have for- 
passing that I'm less distressed by the out- foiled their right to privacy.* 

Ing of deceased celebrities than of living 
ones. In the case of the 
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from me, an expen* 
who's been 
dos- 
years 
U a tactic 
But 

what h is we're talking about here. 

Editorials from coast to coast have 
tried to cast the outing debate as a battle 
between the gays. It's more accurately 
characterized as a battle between the 
mainstream media and those of us who 


feel they've been allowed to get away 
with telling lies for far too long. 

A staggering double standard exists. 
We're invisible and the Irrational fear of 
homosexuality has resulted in a massive 
conspiracy of silence This outing contro¬ 
versy will be valuable even if it only alerts 
the press that we expect more—more 
than the lies they've deliberately manu¬ 
factured, more than the contempt, the 
dishonor and the public indifference 
they've condemned us to. 

Since the dawn of time, we've talked 
amongst ourselves about who is and who 
isn’t, and nothing is going to prevent us 
from continuing to talk. What's at stake 
here is what the press is willing to print. 

Why is homosexuality the only thing 
we aren't allowed to write about? Drug 
addiction, chilhood sexual trauma, 
teenage abortions, rape, incest and patri¬ 
cide are the life blood of popular journal¬ 
ism. The columnists never demand priva¬ 
cy for Maria Maples or Donna Rice, both 
of whom were 'private citizens' before 
everybody got curious. The private lives 
of Roseannc Ban and Elizabeth Taylor 
are laid more open for public consump¬ 
tion than the Freedom of Information Act 
But date to tell the truth about Malcolm 
Forbes, like my colleague Mike Signorilc 
did, and every commentator comes up 
with a two-bit reason why society b sup¬ 
posed to be better off not knowing. 

The principle is really very simple. 
Either being gay is OK or it isn't. And 
allowing homosexuality to take its place 
as a normal port of the human sexual 
spectrum requires ceasing to treat k as a 


Outing is nothing new to me. I first 
took Liz Smith to task in October 1984. in 
my film column in Tbe Advocate She had 
expressed disgust at Harvey Fiemein for 
(hanking hb lover on the Tony Awards 
show, all the while continuing to report 
such unlikely romantic pairings as 
Tommy Tune and Twiggy, and Richard 


Chamberlain and Linda Evans. I couldn't 
believe her hypocrisy, and said so. 

Defending her position, Smith wrote 
"May I ask who are you to judge what 
Tommy Tunc and Twiggy are doing with 
their lives? Their romantic involvement 
happened to be very real while k lasted. 
It amazed everybody I knew. I certainly 
would have been remiss not to write 
about it when they were all over New 
York entwined, dutched in each other's 
arms and she was living in hb apartment, 
madly in love with him.* I need hardly 
add that thb sense of astonishment never 
found its way into print. 

But I must have hit a nerve. Thb was 
better dish than any Liz Smith column I’d 
ever read. 'Richard Chamberlain and 
Linda Evans do go out together,’ she con¬ 
tinued. *1 have no idea what they do or 
don't do in their private moments. I don't 
believe I ever said they were madly phys¬ 
ically in love because I don't know. Do 
you?.. .Don’t these people (even or espe¬ 
cially the gay ones) have the right to 
change their minds, experiment, practice 
bisexualky or fake it?...I like to let my 
intelligent readers draw their own conclu¬ 
sions about the depth, sincerity and 
veracity of public liaisons. I am evidently 
not so fudgmental as Tbe Advocate of 
these things.* 

Not judgmental? By her own admis¬ 
sion, Smith prefers reporting ’changed 
minds,’ experimentation and bisexfcali- 
ty—however ’fake*—to telling the truth 
about gay men and women. 

Smith was doing what she’s done all 
along: keeping the lid on, covering for 
her friends, conveniently reporting het¬ 
erosexual ’dates* to help mask the truth, 
which b that many of these actors and 
actresses, directors and movie 
stars—popular celebrities who enjoy the 
world's acclaim—are gay and lesbian. 

1 challenged her again the following 
year, when she insisted on having the 
last word on tbe Rock Hudson story. She 
wrote that she deplored the 'media bar¬ 
rage’ surrounding Hudson's illness, and 
revealed that she had once dreamily 
doodled ’Mrs Rock Hudson’ in the mar¬ 
gins of her notepad. 1 wrote that that 
particular column was nothing less than 
high camp to those who knew Smith 
personally. 

This brought another, even more irate 
letter. ’How dare you call my deep inner 
feelings about Rock ‘high camp?* she 
fumed, *1 certainly was not port of any 
'conspiracy’ to misrepresent his sex life. I 


1' OUTTWEEK May 16.1990 



knew him very well for many year* and 
he never once said anything about it to 
me or to anyone else I knew. Was I sup¬ 
posed to repudiate his own position pub¬ 
licly? How well did you know Rock?" 

Well enough to have been cruised by 
him one afternoon in I960, at his house 
on Beverly Crest Drive. Was Smith hon¬ 
estly saying she hadn’t known he was 
gay? 1 couldn’t believe how ridiculous the 
woman was making herself. But she was 
caught, poor thing, and still hasn't figured 
out how to extricate herself. 

It starts, Liz, with telling the truth. 

Back came word from The Advocate. 
Smith's second letter had been opened by 
the editors before they forwarded it. I was 
bluntly told to lay off. Was there really 
any compelling reason for 
attacking .(gasp)...Liz Smith? The editors 
claimed that the kind of stuff published in 
gossip columns was too insubstantial to 
make a fuss about. And they didn’t feel 
comfortable printing her letters, since she 
had written to me directly rather than to 
the Advocate letters page. 

It was dear to me then that the gay 
press was neglecting its resposibility. This 
is an issue that needs to be discussed 
thoroughly, because the lies have been 
mounting for so long they’re accepted 
without question. But no editor in the 
world wants to let us. Even the gay ones. 
Even those who claim to represent the 
gay press. 

1 knew some background that Tbe 
Advocate didn’t. Years earlier, back in 
1961, I'd transcribed an interview with 
Smith for Interview magazine. She'd been 
interviewed at her Manhattan apartment, 
and on the tape her roommate, the 
archaeologist Iris Love, could be heard 
making comments in the background. 
But Smith trusted us to play by the same 
rules she applies to her own reporting. 
She automatically assumed that either I or 
the editor at Interview would discretely 
edit Love out of the piece, to make it 
appear as though Liz lived there alone. 
She was right. 

In the intro to that particular piece I 
went so far as to call Smith "America's 
best-loved gossip.' The crazy thing is, at 
the time, I believed it. 

What all this boils down to is the 
overwhelming hypocrisy of the press, 
and the double standard that keeps us 
invisible. Smith's favorite lament is "little, 
powerless me." If she really believes this, 
she underestimates herself and the power 
she wields. These closeted lesbian and 


gay columnists play into 
the prejudices of their 
homophobic editors. 
Together, they keep the 
power structure firmly in 
place. They have the final 
say on how gay the world 
appears to be at any given 

Self-censorship is an 
odious instinct. Gay peo¬ 
ple do it all the time, 
whenever we decide to 
blend in and disappear. I 
was guilty of it myself, by 
editing Iris Love out of that 
interview. 

The real question is: 
Who’s writing journalism? 
Reporters or PR flacks? So 
much space is given over 
to promotion that we've 
turned into a nation of 
unpaid press agents, eager 
and willing to perpetuate 
the lies of the rich and 
famous, all for the sake of 
somebody rise's "career." 


I \ here's a reason 
we’re the most 
despised mlnor- 
lity on the plan¬ 
et. Too many people, of all 
ages, in all walks of life, 
still don’t know of anyone 
who’s gay. We’re either 
perverts and child 
molesters or nameless, 
faceless "gay militants," 



marching in the streets, wearing dresses 
when we're happy and throwing things 
when we’re mad. We’re repeatedly told 
we’re making too big a deal about sex 
when what we really should be celebrat¬ 
ing is our right to privacy. 

Ask the press to take responsibility 
for their conspiracy and they get sancti¬ 
monious in a hurry. The San Francisco 
Chronicle declared in an editorial last 
month that outing goes against traditions 
of sexual privacy. The Chronicle's editors 
say outing will result in an abridgement 
of liberty similar to that seen in Nazi Ger¬ 
many, where citizens were required to 
spy on their neighbors. 

This is patently absurd, and the 
Chronicle knows it. What they’re trying to 
do is codify a system that says Malcolm 
Forbes can be rich and powerful as long 
as he shuts up about being queer, and the 


"gay militants* will remain powerless 
because we insist on telling the truth. 

What's needed is a test of the libel 
laws. When I say, as I do often, that 
someone is gay, I say it without malice 
I’m gay myself, and I’m tired of being 
defined in terms of other people’s preju¬ 
dices. Most editors and publisher* hon¬ 
estly believe that homosexuality is too 
disgusting to be written about. If you’re 
famous enough, you’re made an hon¬ 
orary heterosexual. 

Since the burden of proof has been 
handed to us, I mean to nuke the most of I. 


|hose opposed to outing say 
I we're defeating our own pur- 
I pose. They say we should be 
celebrating our right to privacy, 
that outing breeds sensationalism, that 
those who are brought out aren't good 
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role models anyway. And my favorite 
excuse: that prejudice is so deeply 
entrenched, there will always be some¬ 
one, somewhere, who will rabidly hate 
gay men and lesbians. 

What? Our hatred of this system of 
lies isn't enough? We're supposed to 
Internalize the moral outrage of our ene¬ 
mies? I frankly don't care about role mod¬ 
els being acceptable when we're fighting 
total Invisibility. 

The privacy argument is a lot of hot 
air. I have too much respect for the men 
I've loved—several of whom are now 
dead—to represent myself as anything 
less than what 1 am. Showing the world 
who we are will only humanize us, and 
we've been denied humanity. How often 
have you seen this photograph: two men, 
holding hands, shot from behind so their 
Nue-jeaned butts show instead of their 
faces? This is the ‘acceptable’ public 
image of homosexuals. It's easier to hate 
a cipher 

Is outing ‘ethical?* Since when are 
ethics dragged In to excuse lying? Where 
are the ethics of the press, in distorting 
the world to fit their image of reality? 
How ethical Is It for Representative Dan- 
nemeyer to squelch a federal report 
showing that gay teenagers are three 


times more likely to commit suicide than 
straights, just because it doesn't jibe with 
‘family values*? How ethical is It for Sen¬ 
ator Hdms to try to water down a badly 
needed Hate Crimes bill with an amend¬ 
ment that once again adds insult to injury 
by further depersonalizing gay men and 
women? 

Where are ethics when the murderer 
of a gay man can get off on the ‘homo¬ 
sexual panic* defense—claiming that 
being cruised by another man was so ter¬ 
rifying, the only natural response was to 
kill him? 

Wake up. folks. They're using their 
unfamiliarity with us as a dub to beat us 
with. And when we try to declare our¬ 
selves, they lecture us about ethics. It's 
long past time to rip the closet doors off 
the hinges and let the world see who 
comes tumbling out. 

Once you announce yourself, It ceas¬ 
es to be news. I’m just bade from London, 
where 1 witnessed this principle in action. 
Some close friends of mine, frustrated by 
the abridgement of liberties that Thatch¬ 
er’s government is getting away with, 
have come out of the doset in a big way. 
What’s more, they're actors, members of 
the profession Liz Smith has put herself in 
charge of covering for. Watch out for 
Michael Cashman, he’s a renegade 
on the subject. He wouldn’t mind 
seeing pictures of every doset case 
in Parliament plastered on bill¬ 
boards all over Picadilly Circus. 

When lan McKellen asked me 
three years ago if I thought he 
should come out of the doset, I sat 
up until four in the morning telling 
him why I thought he should. 
Today, the man who's acknowl¬ 
edged as the greatest classical 
actor of his generation says he's 
happier, both personally and pro¬ 
fessionally, than ever before in his 
life. 

By seizing the initiative, you 
set the rules about how the world 
responds. This Is what David 
Hockney and Christopher Isber- 
wood did; it's what W.H. Auden 
and Tennessee Williams did. Liber- 
ace and Halston never figured it 
out. 

For years I grew up thinking I 
the only person to the world 
attracted to my own sex. And 
while I was never victimized 
myself. 1 cant help remembering 
the power that older, small-town 



Since win 
in ethics 
drsiged in 
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homosexuals bold over terrified youth. 
The power comes from fear of ‘expo¬ 
sure.* The old gay-boy and gay-girl net¬ 
work has a vested interest in keeping the 
scene illicit and underground. Otherwise 
their bold over the scared young kids 
would evaporate. 

Similarly, many of our so-called ‘gay 
leaden* have been coopted by closeted 
fags and dykes in positions of power. 
They take the Byzantine layers of 
hypocrisy for granted; they pride them¬ 
selves on knowing how to navigate. How 
many times have you heard this one: 
•We're more effective working within the 
system.* Nonsense. By r em ai n i n g invisi¬ 
ble, they’re perpetuating the system. 

All the smoke and hot air won't 
change the fact that it’s time to be open 
about who we are. The time for timidity 
is post. The world is Anally curious shout 
us, and I plan to speak up both for myself 
and for those "brothers" and "listcfa" who 
are doing their best to prove to the world 
we don't exist. 

Running for cover seems especially 
cowardly today. Remaining hidden has 
bought us a government that feels no 
sense of urgency to cure AIDS. We still 
have lessons to teach the world, In com¬ 
passion and caring that transcend archaic 
sex-roles. We won't teach these lessons 
by hiding those we love and Insisting on 
a right to a private life. 

As long as Eddie Murphy can insult 
"faggots* in front of in audience of mil¬ 
lions, 1 don't feel timid about questioning 
the sexuality of Barry DiDer, the man who 
greased the skids at Paramount for Mur¬ 
phy’s rise to the top. 

As long as there’s such a thing as the 
•homosexual panic* defense—as long as 
they can kill us and get away with mur¬ 
der. as long as our very unfamiliarity is 
used to condemn us—1 don't feel bad 
about doing my best to familiarize the 
public with homosexuality. 

And I'm not alone.W 
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asked to write on the subject of bringing celebrities out of (he dos- 
particularfy those who have been In positions where their being 
openly gay or lesbian could have positively affected our lives, for exam¬ 
ple. the members of Congress who have felt compelled to vote In 
.response to their own Internalized homophobia or the recent decision 
this magirin- to expose the hidden homosexual life of Malcolm 
Forbes. 1 have a number of responses to this Issue that have come screaming forth 
from my Insides, all of strongly opposed to what the med ia has exploited as the 
term "outing.* 

I don't think It Is either appropriate or ethical to categorize people on the basis of 
their prominence and then subject them to treatment that la somehow different or 
punitive. As a Black lesbian with disabilities. I have spent much of my life dodging 
the choices this society has historically made to treat me differently simply because I 
belonged to a group that was chosen as a target of oppression. The end never justifies 
the means, and how you do something is reflected in the result you accomplish- Using 
these same tactics of singling out someone for the supposedly more noble purpose of 
exposing that person as gay or lesbian is simply not acceptable. 

While 1 recognize that powerful people have access to privileges that other* lack, 
I do not think that gives us the right in a homophobic society to deliberately subject 
them to the oppression they have fob it essential to escape. The reasoning has been 
proposed that they have nothing to lose, precisely because they are prominent and 
bringing them out of the closet will not specifically jeopardize their income or celebri¬ 
ty status. The lessons of the McCarthy eta and the guilt by mere Implication that ruined 
the lives and careers of many alleged "communist sympathizers' are too fresh for me 
to assume that Jesse Helms and his hysterical response to "obscenity" (which Indudes 
homoerotic art) will not expand to a similar zealous purge of gay men and lesbians 
from public life. While I may personally resent the advantages that closeted celebrities 
enjoy, choosing to target them Is not an appropriate way to address the Inequities of 
privilege and dass In this society. 1 see this argument as an example of the internalized 
homophobia that poisons our thinking, since no effort is made to equally disempower 
or jeopardize the status of renowned heterosexuals. 

I also find spurious the argument that bringing celebrities "out of the closet* is 
important as a way to encourage young people to be open about their own sexual 
orientation. To me it is analogous to saying that one can learn a lesson about honesty 
by watching the police drag a shoplifter in handcuffs from a store. It is true that some 
deterrent factor may be imprinted in the subconscious. I would personally be more 
affected by the rare account of an individual who realized he or she had been given 
excess change or someone ebe’s purchase and returned to the store to rectify the mis¬ 
take. It is a far mote powerful role model for someone to choose to voluntarily identify 
themselves as gay or lesbian than for someone to make that choice out of fear that It 
will be made for them. 

1 particularly resent that Out Wedkchose to participate in what I view as journalism 
that smacks of sensationalism. When I walk in the supermarket and aee a headline in 
one of the tabloids about Chastity Bono or Kristy McNkrhol or Richard Chamberlain 
being in a homosexual relationship, l assume that is probably true because of rumors 
that I have heard within the gay and lesbian community. However, I still resent the 
intrusion into those individual lives for the purpose of making a dollar. When 1 see 
the same type of headline about Malcolm Forbes in this magazine, 1 am no ic» con¬ 
vinced that the motivation is pondering to that prurient element in the reader who 

i needs a shot of sleaze in their life. It offends me as a 

reader who is looking to the publications from within 
our community to model the values of pride and 
ethics that are lacking in the larger society. 

My philosophy on this subject can be captured in 
the simple maxim. "Uve and Let Live." I cannot 
debide what is right for anyone else, whether it be the 
choice to be gay or lesbian, the choice to be openly 
gay or lesbian or the choice to Uve the "lifestyle of the 
rich and famous " I don't want someone else making 
those decisions for me and will actively resist any 
attempts to do so.W 
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Canpis 
Queer Query 



|his year outing has 
become as popular as 
[ulng. Everyone has a 
point of view on how or 
whether to do it, to 
whom, and the level of 
outrageousness involved. In the still - 
a»-apathetlc-as-the-80s 90s it’s one of 
the few issues to goad liberal and con¬ 
servative alike. Even college campuses 
are aware of outing and students have 
big questions 

Last month I was a featured speaker 
at the Pride Week festivities of Haver- 
ford and Bryn Mawr Colleges. My topic 
was the subversion of gay culture by 
heterosexual society and the talk was 
attended by a refreshingly large num¬ 
ber of students—male and female, 
white and non-white in nearly equal 
numbers. Because much of the talk 
focused on denial of homosexu- * 
alky—either by the heterosexual cul¬ 
ture or by gay artists and writers them¬ 
selves—many of the early questions in 
the period following the lecture 
focused on doseting and, by extension, 
outing. 

So what do the students of two of 


America’s most prestigious colleges 
think about outing’ They love it and it 
scares them to death. After nearly an 
hour-and-a-half of questions, the con¬ 
sensus was that outing is a good thing 
to do to people who are dead (Forbes), 
evil (Ritter and Roy Cohn) or working 
against us (oops, we haven’t outed him 
yet) but not something to do to anyone 
gay who might ever do anything nice 
or helpful for other gays. Including 
themselves. For as one young Black 
woman said, "How can we be sure that 
as we’re outing these people we can 
stay safe?" 

In short, how do young gays and 
lesbians out the people they don’t 
like—the gays they bdieve should be 
■exposed" for their internalized homo¬ 




phobia—while remaining 
safely cocooned in the 
closet themselves? 

These students had 
serious questions about 
the long-range effects of 
outing and the ethics of 
it. They also wanted to 
talk about the tech¬ 
niques: how to out 
homophobic college 
administrators, for exam¬ 
ple. But the more ques¬ 
tions they asked, the 
more apparent was their 
underlying fear To par¬ 
ticipate in outing must 
you be out yourself? 

I have been on both 
sides of the outing issue 
since before it was called 
outing. In the 15 years I've been writing 
for the gay and mainstream press I’ve 
had occasion to "out"—sometimes 
intentionally and sometimes by acci¬ 
dent. When I was in my early 20s I had 
a lot of sympathy for closeted queers. 
When 1 hit 30 it stopped completely. 

In telling these students the story of 
my own activism—being expelled from 
my high school for being a lesbian (in 
the enlightened 70s, no less), being 
arrested in ’zaps" of anti-gay organiza¬ 
tions, media and the like, being a token 
lipstick lesbian on television talk shows 
and basically taking on the day-to-day 
homophobia from a very public 


our numbers from the people to whom 
those numbers would make a differ¬ 
ence. 

When we talk about outing, what 
are we really talking about? We’re talk¬ 
ing about exposing the collabora¬ 
tionists, we’re talking about exposing 
those who think they’ll never get 
marched to the gas chambers because 
"nobody knows." 

We know outing has arrived 
because it is suddenly a mainstream 
media topic. Outing has become a mat¬ 
ter of "ethics* for the liberal left who 
liken it to McCarthy tactics and red-bait¬ 
ing; the neo-cons are gloating because 


by Victiria A. Iriwimrtfe 


pbee—I also told them that I have no they sec it as the final feeding frenzy 
patience any longer ■ 
for anyone in the clos¬ 
et. I told them that 
every gay man and 
lesbian woman who 
"passes" (and tries to) 
oppresses me further 
and reaps the benefits 
of my activism while 
hiding the strength of - 
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before we kill ourselves off. Bui outing 
is, in reality, a civil rights tactic. Radical 
yes, but then so was refusing to move 
to the back of the bus. 

Talking with these students and lis¬ 
tening to their fears of coming out, the 
threat they believe is posed to them 
specifically, individually, by the outing 
issue made me believe even more 
strongly in the need for just such tac¬ 
tics. Here are 18, 19, and 20 yearsolds 
poised on the brink of the rest of their 
lives and they have the choice of being 


openly gay and facing the possibility of 
discrimination that is very real or hiding 
it and facing the reality of a double life 
for all eternity. Yet because they cannot 
look to the huge and compelling vari¬ 
ety of gay and lesbian models—from 
the Hermann Gocrings and Roy Cohns 
to the boys and girls next door — 
because they continue to be closeted 
from them, they think there is only one 
choice that makes sense. That choice is 
the one they see practiced most often: 
climbing into the closet, changing pro¬ 
nouns, faking heterosexuality and pray¬ 
ing every day of their life that no one 
finds out. This is the choice we offer 
our gay and lesbian youth. 


Ti participate iiiitiu, 
■aatjaa 
be ait yaarself? 


Outing has become an essential in 
the quest for gay and lesbian rights, gay 
and lesbian equality. The big question 
is: Is outing ethical? Is outing politically 
correct? 

These questions come from the same 

source as the oppression that fuels them. 
Let’s reverse those questions and, instead 
of blaming the activists striving for equal 
rights, let's shift the blame to the seif-pro- 
daimed victims. Is it ethical to stay in the 
daset, pass for straight, assume the man¬ 
tel of heterosexual privilege and enjoy its 
benefits while those who 
are openly gay suffer the 

oppression of their minor¬ 
ity status? Is it ethical to 
turn a deaf ear to AIDS? Is 
it politically correct to 
ignore the fact that gays 
and lesbians have abso¬ 
lutely no rights under the 
law? 

This is why outing 
cannot be equated with 
red-baiting and this is 
why outing should be 
welcomed rather than 
feared by the gay and les¬ 
bian youth of America. 
Outing represents a step 
toward freedom, a step 
toward acknowledge¬ 
ment of our diversity and 
our vast numbers. Gays and lesbians 
are the largest single minority in the 
U.S., yet because of the huge number 
who remain silent and closeted, we 
appear to the heterosexual society to 
be far smaller and, as a consequence, 
less strong, less politically powerful, 
less financially powerful, less self- 
determinant. 

One student asked me if outing 
didn't represent a threat to the privacy 
of the individual. In one sense it does, 
most certainly, yet if we look at the his¬ 
tory of oppression, the most virulent 
backlash has been directed toward 
those groups who were able to ‘pass' 
as members of the majority group—like 
the majority of Jews in Germany in 
the final days of the Weimar Repub¬ 
lic. 

Blacks, Asians, Hispanks and 
women cannot ‘pass ’ Gays and les¬ 
bians can. And as long as we per¬ 
petuate the theory that in passing 
we can augur change from within, 
we perpetuate the whole cyde of 
oppression. When we try to pass 


there is always the possibility we will 
be uncovered. Outing represents the 
refutation of that level of oppression, 
the oppression of passing. Passing only 
gives the illusion of allowing us access 
to power, yet by forcing us to pass, to 
be other than who we really are, the 
culture maintains its dominance over 
us. It has disallowed us ourselves. 

In urging these students to come 
out now, to acknowledge themselves 
and to declare themselves, I also asked 
that they refute the role of collabora¬ 
tionist—not simply in their own 
oppression, but in the oppression of 
others as well. 

One student asked what if we outed 
someone who really wasn’t gay, 
wouldn’t we destroy that person’s life? 

The answer to that Is self-evident. 
As long as fear surrounds gayness, 
rather than affirmation, there will be 
denial. And until the gays and lesbians 
of the world begin to assume with the 
same level of arrogance that heterosex¬ 
uals have assumed—until we operate 
on the assumption that everyone is gay 
until proven otherwise—we are nor 
going to shift the balance of power 

There to a radicalism attached to 
outing that to different from any other 
gay rights activism. Because at the heart 
of outing is a refutation of internalized 
homophobia; participating in outing 
makes the statement that anyone can 
be gay and that as a group we can 
accept that. That’s a major leap toward 
self-love and independence. And quite 
simply, until we believe and act like we 
are worthy of the same legal protec¬ 
tions, rights and privileges awarded the 
heterosexual society, we won’t achieve 
them. 

This to the lesson I wanted to teach 
those students last month: That they are 
in charge of their own freedom. That 
outing should become a tool for them 
toward that freedom That until hetero¬ 
sexuals can be presumed gay until 
proven otherwise, until being called 
gay isn’t the worst thing that can hap¬ 
pen to you, there to going to be a strug¬ 
gle And the best way to participate in 
that struggle to to come out. acknowl¬ 
edge yourself and refuse to'bc placed 
in the closet. 

. We will nor have equality and we 
will not have legal rights until the doset 
doors in thto country—on every 
level—are ripped off their hinges and 
their occupants dedared T 
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Malcolm 

Forbes, 

Malcolm 

X 

and Me 

ly Wm Miller 


S ince when did letting the 
truth become taboo? 

As a journalist. I find it 
appalling that so many of 
my colleagues are tripping 
over each other to justify 
engaging in perhaps the longest ongoing 
media ooverup in the history of the fourth 
esute hiding lire homosexuality of the rich 
and famous 

h‘s as appalling as the libel laws that 
impinge on the free speech of lesbians and 
gay men by actually making the discussion 
of someone’s homosexuality, whether 
actual or Imagined, a crime 

Not that the topic itself isn’t irresistible, 
particularly to writers In the mainstream 
media, who have, in their never ending 
search for a narcissistic approach to gay 
and lesbian issues, discovered one that 
dovetails nicely with their own world. 
Straight papers arc only interested In out¬ 
ing because it means that some of them 
might actually be some of us. So don’t 
expect to see anti-gay violence, or the bat¬ 
tle against sodomy laws, covered with the 
reams of newsprint and hours of airtime 
devoted to outing any time soon. 

But let’s leave aside for a moment the 
objections to outing raised by straight peo¬ 
ple. Gay people as disparate and well- 
rcspectcd as National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force chief Urvashi Va»d, Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund director 
Tom Stoddard, Lisa Keen, editor of the 
highly-acdaimcd Washington Blade, and 
Richard Goldstein, aits editor for the W- 


lag« Voice, have all gone on record oppos¬ 
ing outing widi wdl -defended, well-rea¬ 
soned arguments 

Yet all are eager to abandon those 
arguments in the case of a doseted, anti¬ 
gay public figure, whose malice could be 
ended by exposing his or her true nature. 
Moral high ground or slippery slope? You 


I suspect that much of the opposition 
to outing coming from the lesbian and 
gay community, wreathed as it is in lofty 
arguments about the right to privacy, the 
higher need for gay unity and the dangers 
of appropriating the tactics of fascism, is 
actually a mask for deeper feelings that 
are no less legitimate, but are a whole lot 
less cool. 

Fascinating, too, is the alacrity with 
which rabid conservatives have jumped on 
the anti-outing bandwagon. Always wary 
of finding myself in bed with the right wing 
(Catherine McKinnon, are you reading 
this?), the vehemence with which the Mike 
Boykos and William Danncmeyers are pro- 
daiming the right of gay people to stay in 
the doset makes me uneasy. 

But not as uneasy as dragging people 
out, which for many gay people Is In direct 
conflict with their picture of our communi¬ 
ty as a gentle, angry people, strumming 
guitars, perhaps blocking traffic when nec¬ 
essary, and never, ever ceding the per¬ 
ceived moral high ground to anyone at any 
time for any reason, not even the revolu¬ 
tion itself. 

In short, while it may be politically 
expedient, outing isn’t a very nice thing to 
do. Indeed, I don't have an argument with 
the purported benefits of outing. I believe 
that once we're all out of the doset, and 

man and her favorite actress are gay, we 
will all be able to walk down the street 
holding hands without getting bur guts 
stomped out. But the glee and vindictive¬ 
ness dtat some bring to outing sickens me. 

As a journalist working for the gay 
press for two years, I can personally appre¬ 
ciate the Irony of doseted gay reporters 
who have landed jobs with well-paying 
high-level dally papers speaking out 
against dragging people out of the doset* 
that have enabled them to land those well- 




paying. high-level jobs 
that it will be a cold day in 
hdl before I have access 
to because I cant (wont) 
go back into the doset 
And that kind of pisses me 
off. 

One of my gay col¬ 
leagues in the mainstream 
press, whom I hold in 
high esteem, told me 
recently that while he 
would never out someone 
himself, ‘it doesnt mean 
that I wouldn’t enjoy 
someone dse doing k." 
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For me, I will never enjoy it—but I 
wont veil it in issues of tight to privacy, 
right to secrecy or the right to anything 
dse. There is no constitutional right to stay 
in the doset, and whether it's my gay col¬ 
leagues at TtxNew York TUrmot Malcolm 
Forbes himself, their closets ate oppressing 
me and all our out sisters and brothers. 
And, in the words of Thacy Chapman, who 
has sung about revolution, 'if not now, 
when?" 

Nevertheless, I'm uncomfbttibie with the 
idea of a revolution by any means necessary, 
and in some ways the gay community is 
wrestling wth the same tactical issues that our 
Hack farebe at ers struggled wth in the tense 
days when both Martin Luther King and M»i- 
ooim X waited the earth 

The non-vioicnce/by-any-mean»-ncc- 
essary argument threatened to divide that 
movement, too. Perhaps I did. But when 
the Black Panthers got guns and followed 
around the Chicago police, it also moved 
their struggle for liberation and equality to 
a new, if uncomfortable, level. Now outing 
has shown the world that at least some of 
our numbers ate wilting to play hardball. 

Journalists, who make careers out of 
printing secrets, should tell the whole 
truth, and I have no respect for reporters, 
including Liz Smith, who continue to lie 
about gay people. When a closeted law¬ 
maker backs pro-gay legislation in the 
United States Senate, his or her sexual ori¬ 
entation is as much an issue as Justice 
Thurgood Marshall's race is when be writes 
an important civil rights derision far the 
Supreme Court. Or, for that matter, as rele¬ 
vant as Manhattan Borough President Ruth 
Messinger's heterosexuality in the history 
of her pivotal support for New York City's 
lesbian and gay rights ordinance. 

Most openly gay people remember the 
doset. where none of us asked to be, 
where society demanded that we stay. And 
we remember the terror of people guess¬ 
ing we might be gay, of our families find¬ 
ing out we were gay. of people telling 
other people wc are gay as we teetered on 
the threshold of the very societal construct 
that tyrranizes our people throughour own 
participation in it. 

So while outing may be politically 
expedient and sometimes journalistically 
ethical, it is also undeniably painful, 
frightening and confusing for its targets 
And while wrecking people’s psyches in 
order to expose hypocrisy and tell the 
truth comes with a journalist's territory, I 
don't think it Is ever something I will get 
used to, or take lightly ▼ 


On Glamor and 
Parochialism 


s," counsels the old chestnut America in the early 
90s is our desperate time, outing our desperate measure. It is appropriate that this issue 
should coalesce now and inrvttiMc ihit the media be the place it occurs; our realities are fo¬ 
cused by the lenses of TV and film and made aodfcle through the radio waves, the time of 
(ispuratc, contained ciacourse and morally a rapidly receding. As the seas on our political 
globe arc made stormy by eyeballing from a bland lunar specutorship.' manipulation of the 
means of communication is the order of the day So the Presidential Debates are given a‘apin' 
so too do Gran Fury 's campaigns toy wth the images and language of popular culture. 

High in the Hollywood Hills a languorous figure rerts bf a pool's odge. Hercompanion 
does laps in the azure water, the drift of the afternoon unchartable save the shifting shadow 
of palms With all die effort she can muster, the languorous figure wipes a trace of sweat from 
between her Norma KamaJid breasts She is bored, bored by this outing business. 'Fascists,' 
she calls them, lunatic fringe desperados with pins at the ready. Ready to burst her bubble, 
Chnstun Uarotx. weekends tn Gsmd, Spago and al 

But what becomes a queer star most? NtX, as one might auped, the doset, but rather that 
lofty ether somewhere beyond t. Being a gay or lesbian celebrity in the 90s is less the harness 
of deep, dirk closets than t tithe reign of a subtle yet haughty dub mentality. So Sandra Bernhard 
rolls her eyes, Pedro Almodovar becomes obtuse, John Waters hands Ridd Lake another cupcake. 

articulate turn away, their mouths suddenly full of marbles. 

More often, they scoff. The questkxi. they s^r. is irrelevant, 
gV S3P3|| pg 111| parochial, literal minded, not to be dignified withar 


The question is, quite definitely, not irrelevant But our 
Stni Pftttlt Is M Iftl attention to I is. "Role models,' we cry. all the while fcver- 
eftlter )l QftWtrt fehly looking the cart before the horse. Outing isaredher- 
_ring and those leading us wth it are, unfortunately, too up¬ 


wind Id smell the rot The gay and lesbian movement, havfag squeezed blood Son stone 
for years, having sewn silk purses from sows' ears, having forged the cfegnity and strength we 
have with our own hands, ougjx to know better by now. Life, unlike theater, is sadly without 


and our friends die around us, It would be a relief id us all if there were one. The actuality 
is that our process will be maddeningly slow. Activists of the 90# hove learned that surprise 
demos change minds and agendas, but program comes at a crawl with a lot of homework. 

The nation that all we need is a rash of outing is wrongheaded. What happens once this 
invisible world is rendered visible What happens when meat puppet matinee idol is exposed 
as pouting ponce? What transpires when leggy pop vixen is caught n a lezzje kwe-up? Not 
as much as we'd hoped. I’d venture. W: ate ill perfectly wdl aware that minority groups arc 
not nuird simply by being identifiable Brgctry rs not cbUeratrd by bas ing a w*ne» A glam¬ 
or puss in Gaultier admitting to Sapphic digressions doesn't save a flat-topped dyke from a 
hashing on a dark street comer. 

My question is not whether it is right or moral to dig through Tom Cruise's trashcan. My 
point it that I dtxrt care if wc come up wth Crackajacks or a copy of cbHrmagazane My priorities 
are in finding the most expedient and practical political strategies far the future of this movement 
My prioribes arc in recognizing the gay’and lesbian heroes wc already have. My prioribes are, ft- 
rully, in questioning the very construction and idolization of public figures. 1 would prefer to 
hand the you* of today a copy of GtouarmH toon or Beebo Brinkerot Nfgbtwoodihtn a ftrqpfe 
article on Greta Garbo's secret Wc. I care more about my gty male peers educating themselves 
about the culture my sisters arc building now than I do about them discovering that Liz Smith 
look her archaeologist to Tangjcts Are we so much in lire twilight of realty that we dream of 
dnematic heroes who, skin all bronzed, pecs at the ready, sweep down and carry us off to a safer 
world? I ask that our mosement recognize the fatuousness and danger of such fantasies. Wth 
our faces pointed towards the stars, are we messing the shifting sands beneath our feet? ▼ 
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Tactical 

Considerations 



Ihc unexpected emergence 
lof the issue of forcing 
'famous gays and lesbians 
out of the doset, or ’outing.* 
—is causing us to reappraise 
■basic assumptions about 
ourselves and our movement For the first 
time, movement activists are declaring that 
powerful closeted gays, and perhaps by 
extension all gays, have an inherent obliga¬ 
tion to their community. That obligation is. 
simply put, to come out 

Whether gay public figures have an 
obligation to the gay commons b at the 
heart of the outing debate. By proclaiming 
that they do, we redefine the concept of a 
gay and lesbian community. Because such 
an assertion presupposes that the gay com¬ 
munity b a genuine, inescapable minority 
like the Black or Latino community, into 
which one b bom. from which ooe derives 
advantages and disadvantages, and, to 
which one owes inherent allegiance. It 
brands as immoral the attempt by powerful 
gays to escape the social penalties of 
homosexuality, and asserts a claim of moral 
kinship where none existed before. 

Such an unexpected redefinition of 


straights who fear and loathe the concept 
of gays as a legitimate minority, and by 
gays who are unprepared for the implica¬ 
tions of such a redefinition. 

Outing b subversive in other ways. It 
presumes that those who engage in fre¬ 
quent, voluntary homosexual conduct, 
whatever their state of political awareness, 
are by definition gay. This challenges a 
long-held philosophical conviction among 
many in the movement that being gay was 
different from being homosexual, that 
being gay was a political statement or a 
spiritual choice. Outers, by their actions, 
vividly reject the notion that being gay b a 
choice. 


Outers are also declaring that the 
movement's four-decades-old strategic 
focus on the ‘right to privacy' has now 
become merely a quest for a right to secre¬ 


cy, a right to hide one’s homosexuality 
from a hostile world. Such a strategy, nec¬ 
essary as it once was to create the condi¬ 
tions whereby a gay community could 
come into being, is now destructive and 
reactionary when it conflicts with openness 
and honesty. Outing activists maintain that 
what homosexuals now need b the right to 
be openly gay, not the right to hide. 

Outing b more than a response to frus¬ 
tration at the snail's pace and self-imposed 
limitations of much of the modem gay 
movement. It is also a tactic, a tactic which 
both proclaims a new reality and creates it 
at the same time. For by calling powerful 
closeted gays to account, such people have 
become accountable In fact, by merely 
engaging in the outing debate, we alter for¬ 
ever the dynamic of the closet 


lays who oppose outing cite 
many reasons, but their opposi- 
f tion essentially focuses on the 
rutality inherent in undesired 
exposure. It's a valid and humanitarian con¬ 
cern. By raising the stakes and calling for 
accountibility, gay people are indeed 
bound to get hurt. This potential for hurt, 
especially to people who have not volun¬ 
teered for the honor, represents a very 
uncomfortable escalation in a movement 
that has long prided itself on its gentleness. 
Many lesbians and gays, remembering their 
own pain at coming out and sensing the 
pain outing might inflict even on the 
famous or powerful, will never come to 
terms with the practice. 

They don't have to. Logic dictates that 
if gays arc a real, inescapable minority 
marching toward increasing self-realiza¬ 
tion as a real, inescapable minority, then 
such self-realization will inevitably assert 
itself as it has with every other emerging 
minority. As self-hate defines and self- 
awareness grows, demands that the pow¬ 
erful among us declare themselves will 
continue to increase. And the fact that 
such demands arc easily enforceable by a 
simple newspaper headline, means that 


outing b virtually inevitable. 

The controversy surrounding outing b 
a reminder of how fir we have to go in 
becoming a real minority, and how easily 
we have taken self-dbrcspect for granted. 

For example, we live in an anti-Semitic 
and a racist society. There are very real 
penalties for being Jewish or Black. Yet it's 
inconceivable that Jews or Blacks would 
insist that their most successful members 
have an inherent right to actively lie, deny 
their own kind and pass for Gentile or 
white. It's even more inconceivable that 
those minorities would demand that the 
press has a moral obligation to respect and 
reprint such lies. 

Yet that b exactly what gays opposed 
to outing are arguing. Their excuses are 
numerous and obvious: ‘Outing can hurt a 
celebrity's chances to earn more millions,‘ 
they say, *it doesn't produce valid role 
models," "it denies powerful people a 
chance to come out on their own," "It will 
divide us," "it will drive people further into 
the doset," "It’s an Invasion of privacy," "it’s 
just plain embarrassing." 

These reasons would be absolutely 
valid if gays had no obligation to their kind 
They would be particularly valid if being 
gay were a choice, if our community wasn't 
a real minority which could exert claims of 
moral kinship, but instead a loose associa¬ 
tion one could join and leave voluntarily. 
Most straights, and many gays, think it is. If 
that were the case, the very idea of outing 
a millionaire or a senator or an archbishop 
would be immoral and indefensfoie. After 
all, by that definition, you're not gay unless 
you say you are. 

But if gays in fact ore a real minority, 
and if people who engage primarily in 


Ij (Uriel latelli 
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homosexual conduct are by definition 
members of that minority, such objections 
evaporate, as they would for any other 
minority. For no claim of expediency or 
embarrassment, privacy or financial gain, 
could ever excuse denying one’s own kind 
and turning one’s back on one’s own peo¬ 
ple. Especially if by so doing one irrepara¬ 
bly harmed one's people. No beleaguered 
minority, no threatened nationality, no 
oppressed religious group would ever 
respect such betrayal. Why should gays? 

By accepting such betrayal, gays and 
lesbians have been demonstrating exactly 
how fragile our claims to minority status 
are. And by now rejecting the celebrity 
closet, we are finally asserting ourselves 
collectively as a true minority and contem¬ 
plating ourselves as we really are in 1990. 
A people. A terribly oppressed people. A 
people who need visibility, role models 
and the power inherent in numbers. And a 
people who are being disclaimed, and 
thereby betrayed, by their most powerful 
members, those rich and famous grandees 
who deny us and hide from the conse¬ 
quences of their sexual kinship with us. 

Kjtig^lut even if all of the above is true 
land the gay community can now 
' claim the allegiance of all its 
brothers and sisters, even those 
who would deny us, that still leaves the 
question: Why? What is the point of outing? 
What is to be gained? And, do the costs out¬ 
weigh the benefits? 

To answer, it’s useful to look for histor¬ 
ical parallels. They're not hard to find. 

In 1959 It was social and professional 
suicide for straights to live in out-of-wed¬ 
lock arrangements. Those old enough to 
remember know that ‘shacking up’ was 
unacceptable to middle-class society. When 
a famous person like a movie star ’co-habi- 
tated with a lover, it was covered up and 
ignored by the press; gossip columnists 
simply looked the other way. Such journal¬ 
istic silence was the pillar of the double 
standard that then existed about a major 
facet of heteroaexality. 

In the late 60s, however, things 
changed. Landmark Supreme Court deci¬ 
sions freed the press from the threat of libel 
suits. Writers, biographers and, especially, 
gossip columnists began honestly repotting 
the sexual lives and live-in arrangements of 
the sure. To a shocked public it suddenly 
seemed that practically everybody was liv¬ 
ing in sin.’ 

The celebrities thus ‘exposed’ were 
outraged at this journalistic invasion. 'Who 


are you in the press to violate our right to 
secrecyr they and their lawyers argued. 
Some were financially damaged, as conser¬ 
vative producers and advertisers retaliated 
with moral indignation, particularly against 
the women involved. 

But this flood of exposure to alternative 
domestic arrangements lubricated a glacial 
shift in public attitudes. Everyday people, 
lfccrated by the press from the hypocrisy of 
silence, reconsidered their earlier disap¬ 
proval. The young, always eager to experi¬ 
ment with premarital sex, now pointed to 
movie stars and pop stars as sexual exam¬ 
ples and role models. Parents, at fust horri¬ 
fied. loosened up. Society grew tolerant. 
And finally the 50s *out-of-wcdkxk/living 
in sin* became the 80s -domestic partner¬ 
ship.* Laws are now being passed giving 
legal sanction to relationships once 
deemed unspeakable. Celebrities, unwill¬ 
ing though they were, had taken the lead. 
Kids today can’t even imagine how differ¬ 
ent things were for straights just 25 years 
ago. 

Those of us who argue for journalistic 
honesty about gay celebrities fed that what 
happened to heterosexual prudery can 
now happen to homophobia. Once the 
press drops the double standard and the 
lies and starts dealing with gay reality, once 
Americans are confronted with thousands 
of famous, popular, respected gay notables, 
the world will change dramatically. 

Conversely, homophobia will never 
disappear as long as the code of silence 
about real-life gays is maintained. As long 
as the celebrity closet is respected by the 
press, homosexuality will remain illegiti¬ 
mate, a shameful sad secret to be hushed 
up. To respect the rights of the celebrity 
closet is to respect homophobia. And like 
outing, such respect for the closet isn’t just 
a philosophy, it too is a tactic It creates and 
perpetuates the homophobic reality it 
reflects. 

■UK^laradoxically, those gay leaders 
'opposed to journalistic honesty' 
'about famous gays universally 
.-Artlagrce that the world would be 
drastically improved if everyooc famous 
were to suddenly come out. There seems to 
be no disagreement about that. Our leaders 
loudly lament that this hasn't even begun to 
happen 21 years after Stonewall. They 
wring their hands and talk of a little 
progress here, a bill passed there, one. 
defeated somewhere else. They sigh and 
dream of a better world. 

Yet outing, a tactic which could drasti¬ 


cally hasten that better world's arrival, kt 
something these leaders cant bring them¬ 
selves to accept. Gay and lesbian leaders 
admit that openness is the cure for homo¬ 
phobia, admit that in outing they have k in 
their power to effect that cure, but then, 
alas, cant bring themselves to do k. 

Why? Because, they say, outing is 
mean. Outing might hurt people. Because 
we dont want liberation on those terms. 

The flaw in this argument is obvious: 
*We could spare millions of young and yet 
unborn gays and lesbians the agonies of 
growing up in a homophobic world,* our 
leaders say, "but If k means that some pow¬ 
erful bigshots might be embarrassed or hurt 
today, then k’s not worth 

Apparently, according to these leaders, 
it’s mote ethical to lie and thus perpetuate 
the wounding of millions, than to tell the 
truth and free those millions, If that means 
a few VIPs get bruised. Why does the well¬ 
being of a few powerful celebrities overrule 
the salvation of millions? Why is this equa¬ 
tion never expressed by the Tom Stoddards 
of the world? 

The answer says more about the state 
of lesbian and gay leadership than it does 
about outing Ours is a movement co-opted 
by well-intentioned gay conservatives who 
rely on networks of powerful closet cases 
for financial, political and organizational 
support. The self-perpetuating boards of 
major gay organizations, and the executive 
directors they appoint, have chosen to 
cooperate with the closet. Their very power 
base is threatened by any attempt to chal¬ 
lenge the status quo. As such, they oppose 
outing as a direct threat to their ’networks’, 
their money and their 'insider' status. 

All social liberation movements need 
some insiders. But such insiders, while per¬ 
forming valuable clerical, legal or practical 
functions, generally oppose truly funda¬ 
mental change. Fundamental change, after 
all, totally altera the framework in which 
insider relationships exist Thus, when a 
liberation movement comes to be over¬ 
whelmingly dominated by insiders, k ceas¬ 
es to liberate. 

If nothing rise, the outing debate has 
thrown die state of gay and lesbian leader¬ 
ship in 1990 Into sharp relief. Those who 
are supposed to lead us into the future have 
fairly tripped over themselves to reaffirm 
the goals and tactics of the past. As the 
practice of outing becomes commonplace, 
and its revolutionary consequences 
become dear, the stage will be set for the 
next phase of our movement: the search for 
leaders who will Icad.T 
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ally and quite fortunately able to secure 
a tentative acceptance from my very 
dearest acquaintances, Alvin and Earl 6 
say ‘quite fortunately' because they hap¬ 
pen to be. or at least were until very 
recently, bonaflde young people and. as 
such, in heavy demand.) In fact, Earl 
expressed great enthusiasms once I 
dearly outlined the sweeping political 
implications of this action—when an 
everyday activity fa imbued with greater 
significance this is called. I believe. 


When I was shown to my customary 
table by the window, the pianist was 
playing "The Best of Times Is Now.* I 
ordered a stiff and stiffly-priced Gibson 
snd contented myself to observe the 
hectic hustle and bustle of the street 
below. Only after the pianist started 
playing 'Marne* did I realize that I 
could no longer see the street below 
and that something must be delaying 
Alvin and Earl, no doubt the treacher¬ 
ous journey up from their popular 
Rlvington Street apartment. The wait¬ 
ress asked me if I was really expecting 
somebody to join me. I assured her, in 
my most prideful voice, that I was 
indeed expecting somebody, that, as a 
matter of feet, I was expecting two 
openly gay young people. Having 
been thus enlightened, she left me 
alone and I decided to engage In one 
of my favorite pastimes where I imag¬ 
ine I belong to the Anti-Fascist 
Resistance in Nazi Germany and that 
I’m sitting, with my crutches, In a 
restaurant near (he railroad station in 
Berlin waiting to meet my Seloved 
childhood friend, now a famous 
Jewish playwright, who has agreed to 
smuggle $S,000 into the country so 
that we can buy the release of 500 
people, maybe a thousand if we bar¬ 
gain right. This kept me well occupied 
right up until the waitress, whom I 
momentarily mistook for a Gestapo 
spy, informed me that last call was 
being announced. When I got home, 
inexplicably humming *1 Am What I 
Am,* there was a message on my 
machine from Alvin saying that he and 
Earl had received a last minute invita¬ 
tion to a dub opening and would I 
mind terribly if they took a tain check. 
Of course I didn’t mind; flexibility is, 
after all, the hallmark of a firm 
acquaintanceship. Besides, our struggle 
for liberation will always be there, but 
invitations to dub openings won't 
keep coming forever, as I think one 
couple is about to discover. ▼ 


t ven under the best of circum¬ 
stances (those in which some 
other person can charge the 
meal to their expense account), 
dining out is always an unpredictable 
and potentially dangerous activity. 
Especially when other people are 
involved. Especially when other people 
are involved with each other. Not only is 
there the ever-present anxiety provoked 
by trying to anticipate the exact form in 
which homophobia (interna), external or 
otherwise) will inevitably manifest 
itself—just last week in a Hungarian 
restaurant, which shall go nameless, my 
creckt card was declined an the spurious 
claim that I had 'exceeded my 
limit*—but added to this is the daunting 
probability that one may be forced to 
overhear intimate conversations, some¬ 
times at one's own table. Owing to these 
factors, rs not at all surprising that sever¬ 
al so-called acquaintances preferred .not 
to come along on one of three, to coin a 
phrase, outings. Still. If our liberation is 
to stand any chance for success, perse- 


had to consult with AMn to make sure 
they weren't already committed to any¬ 
thing else on that particular evening. 
Anticipating as much, I had tendered the 
invitation early in the week which 
proved wise. Over the next five days, 
the three of us traded several phone 
calls because each forgot to check with 
the other. Alvin Anally called to con fir m 
at seven o'dock Saturday rooming, rous¬ 
ing me from that recurring dream in 
which I'm a schoolteacher in Edinburgh 
(so much for the new medication). 

We agreed to meet for drinks 
beforehand in the revolving cocktail 
lounge of the Marriott Marquis Hold. 


THE SECRET CELIBATE LIFE OF MOTHER TERESA 
"She would never, ever touch herself," said one close friend. 
"Not even while washingl" 


THE SECRET STRAIGHT LIFE OF MARGARET THATCHER 
"It was weird " claims someone who knew her as a teenager. 
"She would always be looking at boys in that suggestive, sexy, 
come-hither way mat she has. 


THE SECRET BESTIAL LIFE OF LASSIE 

Exclaims one shocked neighbor: "She slept with a German 

Shepherdl I swearl" 

—Daria FjaH, Victoria Starr 
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By Michelangelo Signorile 


*GMHC are a bunch of assholes..." 

So says one of (be richest men in 
America, GefFen Record* billionaire 
honcho David Geffen, about Gay 
Men's Health Crists, an organiza¬ 
tion which is trying to save lives Hh 
during the worst epidemic of 
modem times. This is a self-hat- 
tng man of power and privilege, 
who—while GMHC volunteers 
work ‘round the clock toiling to 
help people with AIDS—spends 
his days literally making millions 
and then pumping those millions 
into homophobes like Guns 'n‘ 

Roses and Andrew Dice Clay to 
that he can net even more mil¬ 
lions for himself while they spew 
venom on his own people. 

"...assholes--.’ 

How could a man of such 
excessive wealth and such luxu¬ 
rious ease of living say that about 
any charitable organization working to 
help people much less fortunate than 
himself whose lives have been devas¬ 
tated?! 

"..assholes...’ 

How could those queer writers 
and editors at, say. Vanity Fair—as 
well as their social climber-in-chief 
Tina Brown—give this guy an editorial 
rim-job every murderous day of his 
life? 

'..assholes..." 

How could Liz "Do they want me 
to be the great lesbian of the western 
world?" Smith (Daily News) lick his ass 
regularly and call Geffen the great 
"usmderkind of Hollywood? 

"...assholes...* 

HOW CAN ANY FAG OR DYKE 
IN THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 
KOW-TOW TO THIS GREEDY BAS¬ 
TARD? 

Because they all want to get 


somewhere quick. And Geffen gives 
out the crumbs. It doesn't matter that 
he’s killing them, their lovers, their 
friends. What’s more important is: 
DON'T ROCK THE BOAT. Get it? 

But actually, the boat may be tip¬ 
ping a bit right now anyway. There 
are queers at a some publications—os 
well as straight people of con¬ 
science—who know when and where 
to draw the line. People magazine 
recently did a piece which dealt with 
Guns ’n’ Roses and their homophobic 
and racist bigotry. And Entertainment 
Weekly, a few weeks ago, ran a very 
unfavorable and revealing story about 
the vile entertainment mogul himself. 
In that piece, discussion centered 


around GMHCs pulling out of a bene¬ 
fit concert that Geffen was planning 
which GMHC teamed was to indude 
his Guns ‘n’ Roses. Geffen was imut¬ 
ed by GMHC’s actions and told 
Entertainment Weekly. *1 don’t care 
what (Guns *n’ Roses] record was. If 
you need a blood donor and the only 
person who can give you a transfu¬ 
sion is Hitler, you take the blood." 
(Contacted for comment, GMHC’s 
executive director. Jeffrey Braff. told 
me: "I wouldn't take a pint of blood 
from Geffen himself if 1 were dying!") 
On the telephone, Geffen’s- publicist, 
Bryn Bridenthal, enlightened me: 
They are not homophobic. Haven't 
you ever heard of cinema vtrttir 
(Does AxJ Rose even know what that 
means?) And what about Geffen’s 
comments about GMHC? "It’s a free 
country," explained Bridenthal. 

I have mentioned Geffen many 


times in this column. Certainly the 
regular Gossip Watch reader knows 
the score when it comes to this self- 
loathing freak. But his comments 
made to Michael Musto in die Village 
Voice last week even shocked me 
Try some of these dirties: "It isn’t 
so that (Guns ’n’ Roses] are homopho¬ 
bic. The word faggot makes the song 
homophobic?...Guns ’n’Roses volun¬ 
teered to do the benefit GMHC are a 
bunch of assholes for dropping 
them...It’s my job to distribute 
records..." 

Musto asks him, "May I ask if 
you’re openly gay?" to which Geffen 
asks back, "For your column or your 
personal knowledge?" When Musto 
responds that it is for the col¬ 
umn, Geffen replies: "I’m not 
Interested in saying." 

How on earth, you wonder, 
can Geffen back a band that 
gleefully sings: "Immigrants and 
faggots...think they'll do as (hey 
pleasc/Uke start a mini-Iran, or 
spread some fucking disease? 
It’s like Elie Wrisel producing a 
tribute to Mengdei 

GEFFEN, YOU PIG. WE 
DEMAND THAT YOU IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY STAND UP FOR YOUR¬ 
SELF AND THIS COMMUNITY 
AND DENOUNCE AND DROP 
GUNS *N" ROSES. We demand 
an apology for their gross, vio¬ 
lence-inciting statements—both 
from you for not saying anything as 
they spewed such venom and from 
them for their ignorance. WE 
DEMAND THAT YOU MAKE AMENDS 
WITH GAY MEN’S HEALTH CRISIS 
AND THE ENTIRE LESBIAN AND GAY 
COMMUNITY FOR YOUR HORREN¬ 
DOUS STATEMENTS. 

I don’t care how much blood 
money you’ve given to fight AIDS. As 
I've said before, you are like Pat and 
Bill Buckley in one person: You slit 
our throats with one hand and hdp 
deaden the pain with the other. You, 
David Geffen, are the moat horrifying 
kind of nightmare IYe come to study 
in the grotesque mosaic of the media 
swirl. The more I hear about you, the 
bigger my file grows and the more 
ammunition we have to fire. Yes, the 
pom star Joey Stefano told a lot last 

s«« bom* watch m pa** m 


GOSSIP ZAP! 
213 - 278-9010 
ZAP GEFFEN! 
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Out on the Town l* / % With Liz and Sydney 


by Liz Tracey and Sydney Pokorny 


Sydney: When I told people that 1 
was going on vacation to Atlanta, the first 
question they asked was ‘Are you going 
to file from Atlanta?* The next question 
was "What are you going to write about?*. 
Since I am nestled in the suburbs (if this 
were LA, I’d be in the Vblley). there is not 
a whole lot to cover. WELL, the volley ball 
court at the Sportspage. the local dyke bar, 
has opened The rest of the fun occurs on 
Community Access TV. Unlike Manhattan 
with Us seemingly unlimited number of 
community channels. Atlanta has only 
One-People TV. In between gospel con¬ 
certs and bearded men sitting in front of 
a handwritten sign urging viewers to 
•End Zionist Apartheid—Close the Israeli 
Consulate.* Incomprehensibly babbling 
about Poltergeists (the phenomenon-net 
the film), there are two shows with lovely 
Southern drag queens as your hostesses. 

Lurieens Beaute Bax features a red¬ 
headed beautician. Park Overall sound- 
alike Luriccn. changing dresses and lip- 
synching "Angie Baby* and other soft rock 
classics A Wlgstock 719 poster with the 
eerily enlarged face of Lady Bunny stood 
out from the Beaute Box backdrop like a 
beacon lighting the way home in the dark 

Deamdra Peek 's Teenage Music dub 
is the next show in the camivalesque 
rotation. Miss Peek b a mess; thrift store 
fashion victim wearing garish print dresses, 
white powder to affect that frail porcelain 
complexion, and an uncombed white wig. 
I am not sure who watches the show, or 
where they get their videotapes, but the 
Teenage Music Club operates primarily as 
a propaganda machine for the NY dub 
scene. The entire show was comprised of 
video rapes of downtown performers— 
Karen Finley screaming at Pyramid, 
Phoebe Lege re moaning about Marilyn 
Monroe. La Palace de Beaute (the group— 
Larry Tee, Laltoma and Ru Paul—not 
the dub) singing about voguctng at the 
World, Ru Paul singing about Ecsracy and 
the Pop Tarts wailing about elections 
The Teenage Music Club should be re¬ 
named the Voice of New York, since it 
makes you want to defect to where it 


appears as if they have much more fun. 
Never mind that these dubs have dosed 
or that the featured personalities have 
moved on to different projects; it all 
looks so fun and wild. Oh, but that b the 
magic of TV. 

—filedfrom Atlanta 
Liz. Back in New York—Tuesday 
night was Invasion of the Rumor Queens. 
Madonna on Arscnio Hall asking if he 
had been rugging at Paula Abdul’s and/or 
Eddie Murphy's tights. Flustered, he 
brought up the Sandra Situation, and then 



JOEY STEFANO 


dismissed it. Quote of the night; Madonna 
"Docs Paula have a king-size or QUEEN 
SIZE bedT (her emphases, not mine). 

If you were looking for unusual 
celebrities to talk to this week (and I know 
I was), you were in luck. At the publica¬ 
tion party for the paperback of VekxVy at 
Quick*, Sydney had the great good plea¬ 
sure of speaking to one of the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles (Raphael), out of cos¬ 
tume of course. Sydney, loving the film 
sight unseen, dkited these engaging facts: 

-That the costume weighted 70 
pounds and had only an cyeslit for sight. 


-That the Turtles took movement 
classes in costume to avoid bumping into 
things during shooting. 

-That the film was shot in August of 
last year—the heat helping the Turtles 
lose weight during filming. 

-Yes, Mary, there will be a sequel 
I was surprised to learn that in fact 
this fine actor (anyone who can actually 
act in 70 pounds of green foam and plas¬ 
tic b well on his way to the Academy) 
was four Inches shorter than I was, 
putting his cyeslit somewhere about Tur¬ 
tle chest height, earning newfound 
respect for both the action film stars and 
all of those earnest young people who 
work at Disneyland. 

Speaking of action films—Joey Ste- 
fano. the chiseled pom star (and screen 
writing hopeful) is in town. He is per¬ 
forming at Show World, and promoting hb 
new film, Rjnd Focus. At a dinner with him 
before hb performance at Mars Sunday 
(where he ended up suiting a nude 
vogucing trend at 5--00 am), we learned 
about *butt stand-ins* (pictures from 
underneath) and safe sex practices in the 
indusuy. For those of you looking to watch 
responsible video. In Hand and Vivid 
Video are those that require condom 
usage Falcon and Higgins do not allow 
them: They instead use enormous 
amounts of nonoxynoi-9. If a star b a big 
enough name, they can insist on con¬ 
doms. (Stefano insists there are star* who 
arc too big to wear them.) 

Joey says he's always wanted to be in 
thta business. His favorite person to work 
with: Jon Vincent. Hb most famous liai¬ 
son: David Gcflen 

Perhaps the roost fun had at dinner 
was watching Joey and Robin Byrd 
play with her new portable telephone, 
while a woman at the next table asked 
us if we would like to watch the Rin- 
gling Brothers elephants walk through 
the Midtown Tunnel (back to Long 
Island City, where they arc quartered). 

This just in: Clubs arc carding heav¬ 
ily due to the Happy Land disaster—so 
bring your I.D. (anyone’s). ▼ 
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Thai means everything from Guns *n' 
Roses to Andrew Dice day to Cher to 
his upcoming film production of 
Dreamglrls. (In fact, because of 
Drramgiris, let's extend this recom¬ 
mendation to all of you critics, whom 
I know lots and lots and lots about.) 

I mean, really, by now weVe col¬ 
lected unbclieveablc amounts of 
information of ALL kinds. I'm talking 
to you Tina Brown, Charles 
Church wood, Annie Leibovitz, David 


week to a packed room full of 
reporters at a party. (In fact, he tells 
all about what he says are his experi¬ 
ences with you in an interview to be 
aired on Tbe Closet Case Show. 
Monday, May 7 at midnight on 
Manhattan Cable, Channel (716.) And 
there are lots of other people whoVe 
told me plenty of juicy stories and tid¬ 
bits 0 get at least five ‘phone-ins’ 
every time I mention your name in 


WRITE 

FOR 


print) which 




WITH THE 
PROGRAM. 
DAVID. 
START 
DOING 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS 
HORRIBLE 


Since 1960, Prop* tor the Ethical 
Treatment of Animal j has become this 
nation’s most effective and hard-hittmt 
advocate on behalf of animal protection 
PETA is committed to exposing and 
stopping animat auehy—especially in 
laboratories. 

New attitudes toward animals and 


YOU'VE 
GOTTEN 
YOURSELF 
IN TO WITH 
THE GAY 
COMMUNI¬ 
TY. NOW 
But per¬ 
haps all of 


made animal rights the last-growing 
movement it is todas PETA is working to 
educate the public through pamphlets, 
direct action and media exposure 
that animals haw rights too. They 
also initiate crucial litigation and direct 
veterinary care to save animals from pain 
and wflrnng 

For more information on how you can 
become part of this vital work, write 
PETA. PO Box 42516, Washington DC 
20015 or call 001)770-7444 


can help you. Here, we've printed the 
number of tbe GefTcn offices in LA.: 
(213) 278-9010. I suggest readers call 
and leave a sweet, cute message for 
David, like: ‘AX AXL NOWT 

What else can you do? Well, 
already a group in LA. plans what 
looks like it will be a very interesting 
action. And IVc heard some hot ideas 
for New York. Think creatively. 

And as for all of the piccc-of-shit 
writers and reporters—yes, the gossip 
columnists, the Vanity Fair editors, 
etc., who suck up to Geffen: YOU 
NOW HAVE PROBLEMS TOO. DAR¬ 
LINGS. 

But there's lots you ran do about 


Kuhn, Sharon DeLano and all the test 
of the gang 

And my dear, dear friend Liz. 
Well, Ms. Smith, perhaps we should 
begin really talking about Iris Love 
some more. Or no, let’s reminisce. 
How about Diane Judge. Or let's go 
way back and talk about that actress 
Amy who mysteriously disappeared. 
Then there's all that stuff about Kaye 
Ballard and Helen Gurley Brown. 

In fact, I would say that all of you 
who ate Geffen's good, good friends, 
should go one step further than just 
stop writing about him as a public 
service to the the lesbian and gay 
community. Yes, I think you owe us 
even more. I think you should give 
him a call and urge him to make 
amends and go public. In fact, some¬ 
one had better pick up the phone and 
start dialing. 

NOWT 


You can, immediately, drop David 
Geffen—and all of his clients and 
interests—as a topic of discussion in 
your columns, in your newspapers, in 
your journals, in-your magazines 
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Alone at Last 


Greta Garbo, 1905-1990 


by Otis Stuart 


P 

■ ^Mrcta Garbo, of course, had 
M^Hnothing to do with the fact 
^■^Bthat she died on Easter. In 
the tersest release since ‘He is risen," 


New York Hospital announced 
Garbo's death on Sunday, April 15, at 
age 84 adding no details, like cause of 
death. True to her myth, Garbo told 
the world all it needed to know and 
then goodbye. True to the allusions of 
that mythology, its accident and alle- 


this life on the feast of the 
Resurrection. 

Even the MGM publicity machine 
couldn't have puDed that one off, and 
this undcrcxplained passing in an 
obituary-heavy era synopsited Garbo’s 
ceaseless allure. Without even the 


courtesy of an explanation, her death 


the conflict of the Garbo legend in 
doseup: the mistress of self-determi¬ 
nation was also contradiction incar¬ 


nate. 

The most obvious contradiction, 
of course, is Garbo’s aversion to pub- 


event for six decades, despite the fact 
that, in the years immediately follow¬ 
ing her arrival at MGM in 1925. the 
new Swedish girl in town, the one 
with the frizzy hair and thick ankles, 
was known as the "poet of the public¬ 
ity department." Garbo stopped com¬ 
municating with the press during her 
landmark battle for star salary with 
Louis B. Mayer in 1927. Mayer had 
seen Garbo a few years earlier in a 
film by her mentor, Mauritz Stiller, 
and, smelling the potential, brought 
her to Hollywood as a clause in a 
package deal. According to Louise 
Brooks, Mayer planned to use Garbo 
to break the contract stronghold of the 


silent stars. Ostensibly an aside—Stiller 
was Mayer’s priority acquisition, 
although he never made a film for 
Metro—Garbo was news before her 
first role was completed. (Brooks adds 
that the fastest way to kill a conversa¬ 
tion with women stars in late 20s 
Hollywood was to mention Garbo's 
name. "Yes. isn’t she divine?" closed 
the subject.) Her 
salary for Flesh 
and the Devil, 
the film that coo- 
firmed Garbo as 
MGM’s trump, 
was $600 a week. 

Her costar, John 
Gilbert, got 
$10,000 a week. 

Garbo went to 
bat for more 
money, and her 
victory broke the 
two cardinal 
rules of the stu¬ 
dio. She humili¬ 
ated the boss 
and kissed off 
the press. She 
became the 
apotheosis of the 
film star. 

Grounded 
in the one quali¬ 
ty of blood roy¬ 
alty Hollywood 
royalty never 
grasped—dis¬ 
tance—Garbo's 
stardom is a cat¬ 
alogue of contrasts, beginning with 
the driven privacy of that most public 
of figures, a film star. It finally became 
the truest grist for the mill. But 
Garbo’s hold began in the theaters 
and with the first gift of the film star, 
the face—in this case, by popular con¬ 
sent, the face of the century. This face 
was such a case, in fact, that it rarely 
had to add or even do much of any¬ 
thing. The gimmicks that made other 
careers were so much clutter. The face 
didn't need the pudginess of the jazz 


babies, the papering of the femme 
fatale, or the apple pie of the 
ingenue. It broke all sorts of rules. It 
was long rather than short and safe 
It had a real chin and a forehead 
strong enough to suggest a brain, a 
concept backed up by the eyes. It 
was never wholesome and didn't 
have to pout or wink or even imply a 


tongue to make its point. When the 
face finally got around to 
talking—Garbo was virtually the last 
star to come to talkies, and all of her 
interim silents made money—the key 
asset of the first film era opened its 
mouth to reveal the key asset of the 
next. The accent only completed the 
picture. 

The offscreen silence intensified 
it A pack of reporters once chased 
Garbo into Central Park. By the mid- 
30s, when a schoolboy found himself 



GLAMOUR. 

Publicity Photo, 1827 
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"HELL-RAISING 
PASSIONATE AND 
BOLDLY HILARIOUS.' 


before a magistrate for stealing a pho¬ 
tograph of Garbo from a movie the¬ 
ater, the judge's first question—*w ho 
is Greta Garbo?”—was an incredulous 
international headline. At about the 
same time, the star herself lived alone, 
brown-bogged her lunch to work and 
bummed her chauffeur's newspaper at 
the end of the day. 

Contradiction doesn't get more 
blatant, although Garbo seems to have 
at least one more conflict up her 
sleeve. We won't know for sure, of 
course, until someone writes a docu- 


fifejK 
’w 
Tit ME 

THE NEW 

film by 

ALMODOVAR, 


NOW PLAYING 
Lincoln PUia Cinemas 


straight for the first reporter with her 
every Hollywood adventure, ‘begin¬ 
ning, dahling, with your little friend. 
Miss Garbo. - Bankhead stayed.) The 
hard information begins with Stiller, 
an impresario in the Diaghilcv tradi¬ 
tion, who was dued into Garbo's exis¬ 
tence by a Swedish matinee idol 
fancied by both Stiller and the stage- 
struck young actress. Further, Garbo's 
known longtime associations Included 
only one with anyone approaching 
her own age, her first American 
adventure, John Gilbert. They more often 
involved conspic¬ 
uously older men 
(Stokowski), mar¬ 
ried men (George 
SrfiW) and homo¬ 
sexual men (Ged 
Beaton). Finally, 
Garbo offscreen 
became celebrat¬ 
ed for the widest 
brims since the 
American West 
and for much of 
her retirement 
referred to her¬ 
self in the mas¬ 
culine pronoun. 
Perhaps the 
most telling of 
all the Garbo 
arcana is the 
persistent, an*. 
Inaccurate, leg¬ 
end that she had 
big feet It's not 
only because 
she was tall. 

Garbo's 
celebrity, of 
course, dates 
from an era 
when lesbtanGm was a hangin' crime, 
particularly for actresses (as with the 
effect of rumors on the career of Eva 
la Galliennc, an associate of Garbo 
through their mutual friend, Mercedes 
de Acosta). Whatever its offscreen 
reality, Garbo's sexual potency was a 
moveable feast onscreen In fact, it 
was rich enough never to have mode 
the question an issue, however 
unorthodox Quem Cbrtsttneti behavior 
might have been on the street Garbo's 
SmOAWOmph*” 


Qarbo In London. 19*9 


tnented study on the select society of 
film celebrities who have defined the 
American concept of human sexuality, 
including said stars’ personal prefer¬ 
ences. Garbo's own choice has been a 
subject of suitably hot debate, the evi¬ 
dence. considering the source, either 
circumstantial or talk. (Tallulah 
Bankhead story: After Bankhead’s 
infamous birthday song to 
Mayer—‘Bye-bye, Jewbird'—she was 
given her walking papers. Bankhead 
informed Mayer that she was heading 
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EVERY WEEK ON MANHATTAN CABLE CHANNEL J (23) 

EVERY SATURDAY 6:30-7:30 PM ON PARAGON CABLE CHANNEL J (23) 

THURSDAYS _ 


Pride & 


10:30 pm 


11:00 pm 


• Gay Week in Review 

• Act-Up 

• GCN Close-Up 

• Sports 

• Lavender Health 


The Right Stuff 

• Naming Names 

• All About Women 

• Media Watch 

• Staying Out 

• Around the Country 

• Razor Sharp 


Men & Filme 


Candidates for State Assemble Deborah 
Glick and Robert Rygor. Hosted by Andy 
Humm. 


The opening of Longtime Companion 

K clips from the film. 

rview with Roberta Actenberg from 
the National Center for Lesbian Rights. 


May 13 


11:30 pm 


Reviews of male erotica along with 
interviews behind the scenes with film 
stars 


Interview with Joey Stefano; dips 
from Fox Studio's Skin Torpedoes & 
The Intruders, plus more from 
Catalina's Saitar in the H4W II 


MONDAYS 



10:00 pm Sybil Bruncheon hosts a panel Party at Quickl for Longtime Companion. 

game show with surprise guests. plus the art of Steve Broadway and 

Secret Passions An original gay Sandra Bernhard's hot clips, 

soap opera. 


Gay Cable Network 
32 Union Square Easl, Suite 1217 
New York, NY 10003 
(212) 477-4220 

Celebrating our 8th year. 








Film 

Island Hopping 


Longtime Companion Directed by 
Norman Rene. Written by Craig 
Lucas. Produced by Stan Wlodkowshi 
for American Playhouse, Distributed 
by Samuel Goldwyn Company. 


by Peter Bowen 

A s we all know too well, a 

feature film about AIDS 
has been a long time com¬ 
ing. Besides Bill Sherwood's Parting 
Glances (1986), there have been no 
films, either from independent pro¬ 
ducers or from Hollywood studios, 
about the AIDS crisis. Those few 
made-fbr-telcvision films turned AIDS 
into a (white) family affair, systemati¬ 
cally excluding those groups (gay 
men, African-Americans, Latinos/as, 
single women, etc.) who did not sit 
comfortably around that stuffy dinner 
table of television melodrama. Thus, 
when Lindsay Law, executive produc¬ 
er of American Playhouse, announced 
plans for a feature film following the 
lives of eight gay men in New York 
during the AIDS crisis, hope was in 
order. Even better was the news that 
the film would not simply bury its 
PWAs, but would dramatize the ways 
In which the gay community, either 
through education, service-providing 
or activism, fought back against 
media indifference and governmental 
neglect. And even though American 
Playhouse could find, first, no finan¬ 
cial backers, and later no distributor, 
they nevertheless got the film made 
by bankrolling it themselves—a first 
in their history—and by hounding 
industry people for the best distribu¬ 
tion. 

Having already heroicized the 
film's production, I was all prepared, 
from the film's opening beach scenes 
at sunny Fire Island, to swallow any 


dlcW for the sake of that deep mak- 
to-malc kiss that was coming up just 
around the next shot. But the price of 
such local attention became, however, 
all too apparent. Despite—and in 
some cases even because of—Its sen- 


hospital with pneumonia, his friends 
recognize the epidemic’s proximity 
only by distancing themselves from 
its social/political reality. As John's 
friends, Willy (Campbell Scott) and 
David (Bruce Davison), wait uneom- 



Seen (Mari Lamosl John (Dermot Mulroney) and David (Bruce Davison) at the beech. 


sitivity to gay representation, the 
film's narrow focus ends up repeating 
many of the brutal dich6s that have 
perpetuated the disease for this long 
in the first place. There is, of course, 
nothing wrong with recounting the 
lives of eight (fairly wealthy, white) 
gay men during the AIDS crisis, espe¬ 
cially when their stories reveal the 
compassion and care gay men have 
shown for each other. But the film 
unfortunately tells its stories too well, 
ghettoizing them to a narrative that 
remains oblivious to its own historical 
groundwork. 

Beginning with the now infa¬ 
mous New York Times report on the 
sudden appearance of Kaposi's sarco¬ 
ma in gay men, the film chronicles 
the cultural shift from denial to tragic 
intimacy as these men, either from 
their own death or from the deaths of 
their friends, become inextricably 
bound up in the AIDS crisis. But 
when John (Dermot Mulroney), the 
group's first PWA, is interned in a dty 


fortably in a city hospital, their obvi¬ 
ous discomfort stems less from their 
friend's sickness as from the racial ly- 
dlverse waiting room. Their horror 
then, as they gaze nervously at the 
Indian woman who is John's doctor, 
is not that the city's failing hospital 
system will prove unable to handle 
the impending epidemic, but that the 
epidemic might erase the social and 
economic difference which have 
maintained their limited privilege. 
And when John dies, the film skips a 
year ahead in time and leaves—with¬ 
out a second thought—the city's hos¬ 
pitals to their own underfunded 
devices. 

As the epidemic widens, the film 
protects its characters by isolating 
them even further, either by moving 
its sick from city hospitals to private 
bedrooms—where the single Black 
character, a nurse, is sent out for 
trashbags as death approaches—or 
by assuming a moral distance from 
Sm 10M6TMI aa paga M 
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Video 

Hell Divin' 




The International Sweetheart* of 
Rhythm and Tiny and Rub)-: Hell 
Dhtn' Women by Greta Schiller and 
Andrea Weiss. Jezebel Productions. 


by Monica Dorenkamp 

I n the last 20 or 30 yean, femi¬ 
nists have been busy rediscov¬ 
ering the accomplishments of 
women whose lives and works have 
virtually been erased from our cultural 
memory. Such work has provided 
countlesa women with the wider 
recognition they not only deserve but 
often had during their lifetimes; and 
has provided us with coundess, for¬ 
merly invisible, role models in almost 
every profession. 

The two films, International 
Sweethearts of Rhythm and Tiny and 
Ruby-. Hell Divin' Women, are dam- 
pies of some of the best of such work 
of recognition and 
recovery. In these 
‘companion* films, 

Greta Schiller and 
Andrea Weiss doc¬ 
ument the history 
of a not-wldely- 
known women’s 
jazz band of the 
1940s, and of two 
of its members, 

Tiny Davis and 
Ruby Lucas. Roth 
films (though espe¬ 
cially 'Tiny and 
Ruby) art extraor¬ 
dinary in simulta¬ 
neously recording 
the obvious plea¬ 
sure the women 
musicians take in 
their work as well 
as the pleasure the filmmakers take in 
theirs. Although they work in differ¬ 
ent arts—filmmaking and musk—it is 


surprise in store. The Sweethearts 
were a l6-plece, interracial (though 
mostly Black) band that toured the 
country, playing regularly to sell-out 
crowds. Through as interweaving of 
interviews, 1940s film footage, still 
photos and musk, the infectious spirit 
of the band is captured. These 
women are happy to have been 
Sweethearts, and the love and affec¬ 
tion with which they speak of ‘the 
girls* reveals a highly eroticized, 
exclusive community. As the greatest 
girl bond in America* they were, per¬ 
haps, inevitably exclusive as a result 
of their marginalization. A portion of 
Sweethearts questions their status as a 
"novelty* band. Such labels have been 
used to discount, if not dismiss, the 
work of women; and these women 
claim such a label is simply unfair 
since they ‘worked as hard as any 
man.* 

But these arc the more compli¬ 
cated Issues that these films raise. 
As the accomplishments of women 
arc being re-discovered and recon¬ 
textualized in our 
cultural history, 
they are inevitably 
compared to the 
already established 
patriarchal ‘norm.* 
Man Is Inevitably the 
measure and women 
are judged—usually 
by men—accordingly. 
So the amazing trum¬ 
pet-player Tiny Davis 
becomes ‘a female 
Louis Armstrong’; and 
the Sweethearts' 
drummer ‘played 
drums like a man’ 
and the band 
becomes a *glrls” 
band and hence a 
■novelty.* Schiller 
and Weiss effective¬ 
ly, and subversively, question such 
ways of determining value without 
offering any easy ways out. When 


THE GIRLS M THE BAND 

The International Sweethearts of Rhythm 

dear that Schiller and Weiss' work is 
Inspired by that of their subjects; they 
do not depend—although they easily 
could have—on The Sweethearts to 
cany the whole show, whkh makes it 
all twice as fun. 


NIGHT ON THE TOWN 

A Scene from Tiny & Ruby 

And fun is what these films are. 
Anyone who thinks the GoGos were 
the honest thing In all-giri bands has a 
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we haven't beard of Tiny Davis, is 
there a more effective way to con¬ 
vey how good a trumpet player she 
is than to say she is as good as Louis 
Armstrong? 

Yes, and Schiller and Weiss 
have found It. They allow the 
women to speak so much for them¬ 
selves and, even more, simply to be 
themselves And they are proud and 
confident and funny and happy. 
You come away from these Hints 
not thinking *the hottest all-girl 
band* but simply one of the honest 
bands, period. The fact that you've 
never heard of them before (if you 
haven't, as I had not) becomes all 
the more depressing and all the 
more politically charged. 

This is even mote true of 71 ny 
and Ruby insofar as It documents an 
openly lesbian relationship made 
invisible only by Tiny and Ruby's 
own invisibility; that is, the question 
of being out is not even a question 
until someone knows you. And It is 
so good to know Tiny Davis and 
drummer/plan 1st Ruby Lucas who, 
when this film was made, had been 
living together 42 years, and who 
seem only very proud of that fact. 
The loud and raunchy 76-year-old 
Tiny (*I got what it takes but 
nobody wants to take it*), with her 
single large hoop caning and deep 
voice, threatens to steal the show at 
times, but Schiller and Weiss give 
the quieter Ruby equal time, and by 
the end you don't know whom you 
like better, only that you like them 
both very, very much. 

Their relationship, and the film- 
makers' portrayal of it, provides 
such a powerful and positive image 
of lesbians (in a great moment Tiny 
plays trumpet with her young grand¬ 
son) that not only should everyone 
who is a dyke see it, but so should 
everyone who is not a dyke. This 
image is reinforced by voiced-over 
nanativc poetry by Black, lesbian 
poet Cheryl Clarke, which effective¬ 
ly extends some of what Tiny and 
Ruby only hint at themselves, without 
claiming to speak for them. And the 
poetry, like the filmmaking, seems to 
continue the work—although in a dif¬ 
ferent form—of women like Tiny 


Davis and Ruby Lucas. 

The Hell Divers was the name 
of one of Tiny Davis' bands, and 
all of these women truly are hell 
divers, In their challenges to the 
man-made world as well as In the 
conHdence and pride and sassi- 
ness with which (and because of 
which) they posed such chal¬ 
lenges. It was in such attitudes, 
such security, that they found 
their power. And as Tiny says. *lf 
you've got power you can do any- 


-T 

thing you want. Like you young 
girls today—do anything you 
want.* And why not? She certainly 
did. W 

Both titles are now available 
Jot borne video sale on VHS for 
29-95 each. To order, please send 
check or money order, plus S3-50 
postage and handling, to Jezebel 
Productions, 330 West 42nd 
Street, Suite 2410. NY, NY 10036. 


"THE BEST AMERICAN MOVIE THIS YEAR! 

FlMfr. TOUCHING MB VITAll" 


I A FIRST RAIE CASTP 

. WINNER! 1990 AUDIENCE AWARD UNITED STATES FILM FESTIVAL^ 
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Theater 


Dingle-Dong 
Merrily On High 


DUbert Dingle Dong (the doomed) 
or A Nest Full of Ninnies. Written 
by Ethyl Eichelberger. Music by 
Peter Golub. Mama ETC Closed. 


by Maria Maggenti 

Y f ou are a cuckold with a 
stutter, you have hair like a 
rooster and you and your 
wacky family of friends and 
foes all wear garbage bags. It Is 
France sometime long ago and you 
are a farmer whose famous rock sur 
wife has taken up with the new neigh¬ 
bor, a hairdresser who brandishes a 
blowdryer as he lasciviously brags 
about hb sexual conquests. Your faith¬ 
ful servant is a half-blind nympbet 
dressed as a dominatrix. Your daugh¬ 
ter (wearing white and pink garbage 
bags) is sexually precocious to the 
point of nymphomania and your 
mother-in-law is a major Black drag 
queen playing a former silent screen 
star. How will you get your wife back? 
How will that massive black wig that 
points towards the heavens stay on 
your head? How will your myopic 
makl manage to intercept you wife's 
love letters? Why is everyone scream¬ 
ing and having such a good time? 

The answers lie in the insane bril¬ 
liance of Ethyl Eichelberger who in 
this new show, Dilbert Dingle-Dong 
(tbe doomed) or A Nest Full of Ninnies, 
manages to push the limits of off-off- 
off-off Broadway theater to their most 
illogical and hilarious extremes. 
Inspired by Moilire's George Dandin 
(along with Agatha Christie suspense 
novels and sensationalist tabloids), 
Dilbert b a putative French farce with, 



Sqiwaza Box 

Ethyl Eichelberger as Dilbert 
according to Eichelberger himself, 
‘more laughs than brains and a merry 
modicum of common sense." The 
show b, indeed, merry and Dilbert b 
a crazed maniac of a stutterer with 
plenty of Eichclbergian asides to the 
audience, ranging from snide com¬ 
ments to someone who laughs too 
loud to extended hellos to friends and 
colleagues sitting near the stage 

The plot b simple though the the¬ 
atrical route to resolution is littered 
with humorous digression, quirky plot 
twists, plenty of scatological humor 
and just the right amount of irrever¬ 
ence. Dilbert is continually assaulted 
by forces beyond his control as he 
desperately tries to regain the love 
and affection of hb rock star wife. He 
b feckless, earnest and almost endear¬ 
ing as he whirls around the stage in 


his garbage bag farmer's outfit. 
Though we hear about the famous 
wife, La Dona, frequently at the 
beginning of the show, we do not 
meet her until well into the first act. 
When she does appear on stage, she 
is truly a powerhouse of a wife, 
inspiring awe, fear and desire in all 
who meet her. Played by Black-Eyed 
Susan, La Dona almost 
steals the show with 
her vision of vixen 
rock stardom. She b 
both the most insane 
and the most down-to- 
earth of anyone in the 
family and when she 
waltzes around, it b as 
though the stage itself 
b following her every 
move. She b appropri¬ 
ately captivating and 
strangely, for thb farci¬ 
cal tale, believable. I 
could not keep my 
eyes off of her. 

While Dilbert 
attempts to woo his 
wife from her new 
lover, he must step 
over hb truly mad fam¬ 
ily. Each member gets 
a moment in the lime¬ 
light singing some tale 
about life, love and, in 
the case of Dolly the 
mother-in-law (Mahogany Plywood), 
the beautiful (olfactory) illusions of 
the silver screen. The swain, 
Valentine (Jonathan Baker), who has 
captured the erotic imagination of La 
Dona, shows a muscular sexuality 
that belies the jokes made through¬ 
out the play about hb profession as a 
hairdresser. Ethyl Eichelberger, forev¬ 
er queer and with a serious bitchy 
queen tongue, knows how to swing 
high drag and gender bending across 
hb scripts like a dueling but slightly 
tipsy prince and there b a kind of 
familial gayness to all of this that 
only heightens its campy humor. 

All b not completely copacetic 
on the farm, however, and as the 
show moves into the second act one 
cannot help but feel a bit winded. 

DONS oa 72 
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Theater 

Weighting for a Sign 


The Body Builder's Book of Love 

by Fernando Anabal. Translated by 
Lorenzo Mans. At INTAR, 420 Vest 
42nd St Through May 13th. 


by Michael PaUer 

J ob Is mystical about 

weightlifting. *To lift 
weights above one’s head,* 
he says, "is to pierce the heavens.* 
This particular weightlifter named Job 
(any resemblance between him and 
his biblical forefather is entirely pur¬ 
poseful) is attempting to set the world 
record for the dean-and-jerk. The 
question is, can he do It before he is 
murdered (someone is subbing 
weightlifters to death) or loses his 
faith in die woman (God 7) he loves 
named Phyllis? 

1 say ‘This particular weightlifter,* 
but the problem with Fernando 
AreabaJ's new play called The Body 
Builder^ Book of Love at INTAR is that 
there is nothing particular about Job 
the weightlifter (Saul Stein) or his tor¬ 
mentor Tao (Mark Dold). They are 
not characters who, in a specific situa¬ 
tion perform specific actions to attain 
a hoped-for end. Rather, they are obe¬ 
dient servants doing what the play¬ 
wright demands, whether it makes 
sense or not. 

The best way, generally, to give 
characters life is to give them their 
heads and then follow them. The 
point where their desires and the 
demands of the playwright meet is 
the place where the play is bom. 
Both sides must participate equally. If 
the playwright sits back and lets the 
characters run where they will, the 
result is a play that is all over the 
map. with no discernible theme or 
point. If. however, he throttles them 
every time they depart from his care- 



Tao (Mari Dold) and Job (Saul Stain). 


fully thought-out scheme, he's left 
eventually with plenty of theme and a 
handful of dead characters. Or, at 
best, puppets. 

Puppets can be entertaining 
when they are colorful enough, when 
the puppet master uses their limita¬ 
tions—their artifical Joints and fea¬ 
tures, their strings and poles—to do 
things that humans can't. In this case, 
neither Arrabal nor director Tom 
O"Morgan are effective puppet mas¬ 
ters. They are merely dictators. 

Not even the audience is allowed 
to think for itself. Rather than letting 
us discover in the course of things 
that this is a re-telling of the Job story, 
O'Horgan has printed six verses from 
the Book of Job in the program. This 
puts Arrabal at a disadvantage. The' 
Biblical verse is direct and simple; 
Arrabal’s language is self-conscious 
and baroque. 

After his first clcaning-and -Jerking 
attempt fails (T failed because the 
Holy Ghost vanished at the last 
instant,* he says) Job retreats to his 
locker room. Christine Weppner has 
designed a curious locker room 


indeed: The walls resemble a cave; 
the floor has a pond and flora strewn 
around it (later, the body of Job’s 
murdered masseur surfaces in it, as 
does—to the crashing of cymbals and 
symbols—a dead lamb). Here, Job 
encounters Tao—read Satan—who 
has come either to murder him with a 
pair of scissors, or kill his faith in the 
mysterious Phyllis. 

Unfortunately, it doesn't matter 
what Tao lias come to do. All is lost 
in the son of allegorical dialogue that 
no believable human character In a 
play or Bible would be caught speak¬ 
ing Job waves peach-colored banners 
as he speaks; Tao rubs the celibate 
weightlifter with oil and succeeds in 
arousing him; later, he tricks him Into 
drinking an aphrodisiac and then 
dares him to try a rape. Tao appears 
wrapped in chains, wearing a crown 
of thorns and begs Job to free him, all 
the white undermining his faith in 
Phyllis (who may be the killer. Or Tao 
may be the killer. Or Tao may be 
Phyllis.) 

All of this is perhaps meant to be 
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Music 

Not Like They 
Said It Would Be 


I Do Not Want What I Haven’t Got 

Sinead O’Connor. Chrysalis. 

by Rachel Pepper 


W hen Sinead O’Connor 

first released Tbe Lion 
md Tbe Cobra in 1987. 
record stores told me they couldn’t have 
given it away for free. Yet little more 
than two yean later, Sinead is watching 
her second album soar to the top of the 
charts in moat of the English-speaking 
world. Not bad for a 23-year-old gal from 
Dublin 


Not bad especially when you con¬ 
sider that it all just as easily may not 
have happened For a while it seemed 
no one really liked this screechy-voiced, 
Jean-dad, shorn singer, except for musi¬ 
cal thrill seekers like myself, and straight 
boys in the college press. In fact, the 
progressive, lesbian-dominated news¬ 
room where I worked wouldn't play her, 
a gay friend told me she was a one- 
album sensation, and even I sometimes 
progr a mmed my CD player to skip post 
half of Cobrds cuts. 

Slowly but surdy, though, liking 


mixes became dance favorites at all the 
best girl bars, and *1 Want Your Hands 
On Me* evolved into a call to action for 
every lusty dyke I knew. Soon k became 
cool to play Sinead at parties, and her 
1988 concert tour was a "don't miss* 
affair, a sold-out spectacle where I 
almost broke a drunken foat boy’s nose 
after he fell over me, crying out his pas¬ 
sions one too many times. The same 
newsroom which had once rejected 
Sinead now embraced her, her tape 
could be heard around the Michigan 
women’s feat that summer, and Sinead 
even met mainstream USA head-on at 
her Grammy appearance in 1989, albeit 



BACK M BLACK 

Sitteed O'Connor dots It again 


wearing little more than a bit of black 
fabric and her shaven head. 

Well, time has flown by, and 
Sinead, as we all know by now, is back. 
Her new album, / Do Not Want What l 
Haven't Got is selling out everywhere, 
and "Nothing Compares to IT is a mam- 
stream radio hit. Even feminist book¬ 
stores are selling her cassettes to a more 
than ready lesbian clientele, because 
while it’s no secret that Sinead is straight, 
how can we resist a woman so true lo 
herself that when her record company 
asked her to femme up a little, she went 
out and shaved her head in defiance?! 

More than that, of course, b the fact 
that not only can Sinead write great 
songs, but she can sing. It’s true that / 
Do Not TOmr may disappoint some hard¬ 
core Sinead fans who wanted a second 
album both as musically cryptic and 
diverse as her first. For if, as Tbe New 
York Times said recently, 7 be Lion and 
tbe Cobra, ’paraded its diversity' as it 
rocked from cut lo cut, / Do Not Want 
floats easily from song to song as if 
almost In a dream. 

And what a dream. Call it matura¬ 


tion, call k marketing, or maybe call k 
both, but Stoeatfs music has changed, 
and for the better. The anguish and 
soaring passions that made Cobra stand 
out are not gone, but they've been 
refined, smoothed out around the 
edges to make her more palpable. 
Han Its first breath of prayer to its last 
lulling whisper, I Do Not Wdnt is a won¬ 
derfully orchestrated mixture of Irish 
folk mekxfies, string ensemble, pulsing 
drum beats and Sinead’s powerhouse 
voice. And what a woioe, capable of sere¬ 
nading, then imploring, then soaring to 
a screech before dropping to an 
anguished whisper the very next 
moment, as k does on her heart-stop¬ 
ping rendition of Prince’s ‘Nothing 
Compares to You.* 

If there are moments on I Do Not 
Want which disappoint, they are only 
because our expectations of Sinead run 
so high. For example, I wish there were 
more dark moments, or at least one 
sorg where Sinead really let go, like the 
way she did on Cobnts "Troy* or 'Just 
Like U Sakl It Would Be.* And while 
through songs like •Emperor’s New 
Oothes* and The Last Day of Our 
Acquaintance’ Sinead makes it dear 
that she is trying hard to stand her 
ground in the world, there are almost 
too many reminders on the aftium that 
she is both very young and very hetero¬ 
sexual. 

Still, passion is a universal emo¬ 
tion, and any listener will be blown 
away by 1 Do Nat Want Wbat I Haven't 
Got From the enigmatic elegy Three 
Babies,* to the taught sensuality of "Fed 
So Different,* to the sexy pulse of *1 Am 
Stretched On Your Grave* this album B 
a winner. The rocking beat and con¬ 
sumed lyrics of "Jump in the River,* a 
rocking ballad about obsessive love, are 
enough reason alone lo get this album: 

and If you said jump to tbe river I would 
because* would probably be a good Idea 
you're not supposed to be here at ad 
MS ad been a gorgeous mistake, 
sick one or dean one 
tbe best one 
that God ever made 

And Sinead's even become politi¬ 
cal. with ‘Black Boys on Mopeds* 
standing out as a simple but eloquent 

SmSWKAOm satan 
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Dance 

Present Indicative 


! The Paul Taylor Dance Company. 

J Qry Center. 131 W. 55th Sl Through 
! May 13. 

by Otis Stuart 

T he Paul Taylor company’s 35th 
anniversary season runs 
through this Sunday evening at 
City Center. Get there because not 
even the ghost of victories past can 
upstage this company dancing this 
repertory at full tilt. Taylor is celebrat¬ 
ing his company’s birthday (and his 
own—this June he turns 60) in the 
present tense, beginning with two 
new pieces, one scathing, even for 
Taylor, and one ambitious, ditto. A 
squad of new dancers are taking to his 
work like ducks on June bugs, and the 
senior dancers have set sail for icon 
territory. In fact, the beauty of the 
bloom to Cathy McCann, Karl 
Wolfangle, Elic Chiab and Christopher 
Gill is spotlights the season's single 
nostalgic note. Closing night will be 
New York’s last sight of the great Kate 
Johnson, who retires from performing 
after the Taylor summer engagement 
at Jacob's Pillow. 

The repert o r y for the final week is 
the Taylor triptych in doseup, refracting 
Taylor die cathartic cut-up (Snow White) 
against the lyric Taylor (Arden Court) 
against Taylor the dramatist (LeSacre du 
Prinlemps—Tbe Rehearsal, and don't 
miss it). A new piece, Tbe Sorcerer's 
Sofa, is the first category at its saudest. 
The whimsy softening Taylor's clowning 
lately is dead meat in his absurdist night¬ 
mare of a 'gynephobe” beset by scarlet, 
six-breasted (five at the waist) Medusas 
Assisted by a Chaste Lounge on 
pointc—the sympathetic female, with a 
few tricks up her own lining—the pro¬ 
tagonist encounters cvcryman’s first 
nightmare, a woman who’s better hung 
and is his mother to boot. Of Bright & 
Blue Birds 6 Tbe Gala Sun weds the 
soaring Taylor and the storyteller in a 
full-evening allegory sure enough to 
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BREAST FOOT FORWARD 

The Sorcerer's Safe 

hold onto the most evasive of allusions, 
mystery. The central figures, the ones to 
tdl us where we are, keep redefining 
themselves. Chaib’s paterfamilias Is a 
chameleon deity, benevolent and 
devouring. His doses! offspring is both 
snake and messiah. The dance drops 
from the heights of aspiration to the 
underworld at fever pilch and without 
recourse to a literal or demonstrative 
gesture (but at least one good joke: cou¬ 
ples at the suicide party in hdl fling 
themselves into the abyss with exactly 
the flourish of Odette and Siegfried into 
Swan Lake). The resplendent, ambiva¬ 
lent muscularity—tender as it is tough, 
the dance never stops moving—nukes 
the dancers’ interaction the meat of the 
nutter. You have to watch. 

Which means they'd best be good. 
Recent Taylor seasons have been quali¬ 
fied by a tentativeness among the 
ensemble, particularly the men, that this 
season shows were the signs of adjust¬ 
ment Changes in the roster changed the 
company outline on stage, leaving a 
frayed edge. No more. Even the freshest 
faces found the throughlinc via the most 
arduous and absorbing, route: physical 
abandon. With longtime standouts such 
as Chiab and Gill is settled mio full matu¬ 
rity and McCann on a level of freedom 


Photo Jotan Fibers 


exhilarating even for her, Taylor's most 
recent recrufes made themselves felt at 
every opportunity, right in your face 
The new men are in tbe process of 
redefining the Taylor male. Joao 
Maurido is the prototype; a frantic, fear¬ 
less virtuoso who can sink with the best 
of them but is always waiting for the 
pedal to hit the floorboard. The beef that 
made Taylor intermissions the only ones 
with the longer line for the men’s room 
has been repropottioned by the flailing 
extremity that’s worked Its way Into 
Taylor's vocabulary through the second 
half of the 80s. The brood expanse of 
chest is tougher, more sinuous, more of 
this earth. The new practicality does 
nothing to diminish the heat. 

And approaching retirement is 
doing nothing to diminish Johnson’s 
impact Nightly, her slight, silken figure, 
with the only blond bob in town that 
reads as sleek rather than sweet, is tear¬ 
ing through the complexities of her 
repertory with the urgency of first dis¬ 
covery. The rush of Johnson’s perfor¬ 
mances goes right to the heart of her 
appeal: the smallest dancer on stage, 
she’s'also the most elusive, scattering 
contrasts like petals—on allegro dancer 
who rides adagio like a cloud, a fair- 
S«s MOtCATIVE an pof* 72 
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Books 

Textured Worlds 


The Healing Notebooks by Kenny 
Pries. Open Books. <6.00 pb. 46 pp. 


by Beatrix Gates 


K enny Pries' poem, 7b# Heating notebooks, is a lean 
and powerful narrative in 19 ports that travels and 
encompasses a difficult geography: how two men 
dive in a changed love and a changed world The 
poem traces the relationship—the physical and emotional 
contours of their love, alive within the present or live within 
the poet's memory. How to name the change that fear of full¬ 
blown AIDS has brought 
to every part of their 
lives? Fries uses the natu¬ 
ral world as a hard 
ground to the emotional 
portrait. Season, too, can 
be tracked and counted 
out as a kind of hope, a 
comparable measure to a 
life that both changes 
and stays the same. 
Kenny Fries must be 
read, aloud and quietly, 
to yourself and to your 
friends, to appreciate 
these deep moment's 
glances, rardy and slow¬ 
ly caught, that mark new 
boundaries of emotional 
awareness with beauty 

and respect. 

I admire the texture of worlds within the poem. As the 
poem opens, the landlady and her large man become the 
speakers of innocent iropies and humorous advice: "Try k 
with a gjri; he says* and we experience the risks of moving in 
together. XKfc then move very dose, into the shared bathtub, 
as the two trade intimacy for danger with the poet’s first direct 
question: “Did your teeth break skirt 5 ' Look/at my neck. 'Did 
you draw blood?" The worlds of danger, threat and safety 
begin to merge, imported beautifully in the fabulous line in 
(3> "Vfe slept with hammers by our beds." The reading of this 
simple fact powerfully changes everything that follows and 
locks our vision on the life of these two lovers ready to be 
one of them and both of diem There follows the passionate 
combing of the body as if it could divulge the source of dan¬ 
ger in the blood and the scorch for protection as instinct 


becomes negotiator. Pries never speaks of wanting to 
escape the body altogether, but holds on to sensual beauty. 
He remembers passion (that rusty hinge*), his dreams alone 
and the pure nakedneas-of-betag they both face each day, 
together or apart To be in the relationship demands honesty. 

At the end of (9), he asks: "Do you remember how 
scared we were?* and this first fresh taste of fear in a new 
relationship sounds so homey and comforting neat to the fear 
that has come to live with them today. In (11). Pries sees his 
lover in a stunning sequence that ends with the bare sinew, 
•you*: 

Not tbe way they boid me, 
but tbe way they bold 
the cup, the way your cheeks 
rest on your knuckles . 

...ben 

in this bouse, toward 
tbe middle of our Hues: 
of ail bands 
your bands 
of admen 
you. 

These lean lines figure throughout Tbe Heating Notebooks 
and have such tensile strength that the reader Is pulled 
through them by necessity, the necessity bred by reading 
unmatched honesty and hungering for more. In (12), A poet 
comments on the process of finding the poem and springs off 
the words of others who have been useful in his search, 
acknowledging the anger and responsibility that accompany 
the pain of AIDS for a writer His lover challenges his words 
and motives in the starkly moving lines: *You said all I could 
write about waV your dying. Cant you see that's not/true. I’m 
writing about our lives.* So the pain speaks true. 

Nature is a vivid voice in the sequence offering a com¬ 
panion cruelty and strangeness in ks laws as well as the more 
obvious beauty, relief and breath given to tbe heart and the 
heart’s journey. One of my favorite passages, from (IS), illus¬ 
trates this intertwining of forces: 

Who knows tbe precise moment uben tbe stream 
uid overflow? You look for signs: ubtte 
on your tongue... 

VPbo knows uberi 0 begins? Tbe rituals 
cf tbe worried wed... 

But who is immune to hope* 

On a nigbl like ibis who would keep 
tbe window closed? Open it and bear 
tbe stream flouting ad nightlong. 

At the end of the sequence in (17), (18) and (19), the 
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POSITIVE 


SESSONMTO/UO& 


SILENCE=DEATH __ 

NY ARTISTS FIGHT AGAINST AOS MONQWS AT 8 PM 

80th Mms Released by F«* Run Features 

The Public Theater. 425 Lafayette St. 598-7171 


poet enters the unknowable fearless¬ 
ly. *. .innocent as the question^ one 
following another: why/our love 
begins, and/as easy, is taken away.* 
He then tries on the jacket of blame 
only to find that asking questions of 
the past will never fit the answers 
that the present has demanded. He is 
left to wonder about the specific 
roads each man travelled to this very 
particular meeting ground and the 
linked sameness of a life together 
than can only exist as an open 
series of questions. T 

The Healing Notebooks is 
svsilablt through Optn Books, 
1631 Grant St., Btrktlty, CA 
94703- Phone. (415) 548-2208 


MWOkswsHsSI 

portrait of the Swedish monarc h , the 
vehicle she fought for, included a 
passage from MoUfae on the horrors 
of sleeping in the same bed with a 
man every night, a full-on-the-lips 
Idas to a ready lady in waiting and a 
sharp retort to a warning about dying 
an old maid: *1 will die a bachelor.* 

Garbo's calling card remained as 
clear as the names of her silent 
films —Tbs Torrtnt, Tbs Temptress, 
Loot and getting right to the point, A 
Woman of Affairs and Flesh and the 
Devil. The sexual intent is never 
obscured Garbo looks at Gilbert in 
Flesh and tbe Devil and we're talk¬ 
ing, as her biographer John 
Ba inbridge wrote, *thc Invitation 
direct.* In her most transcendent 
vehicle, CamiUe, the moment of coo- 
sent finds Garbo's breath hot against 
Robert Taylor’s cheek. He steps 
away. Unfinished, she reaches after 
him, and, for just a moment and just 
barely, bares her teeth. 

True to the times, Garbo paid 
for her pleasures, and no one but 
Bette Davis expired more consistent¬ 
ly or variously. Garbo hardly sur¬ 
vived a film until A Hnotcbba, but the 
serenity of her sexuality—in those 
eyes, lust Is noble—toppled the 
totem of male sexual supremacy 
onscreen ooce and for all. This is not 
adjunct sex. It’s a center piece, and 
Garbo's sexual completeness cleared 
the path the characterizations of 
stature. As an actress, she worked in 


a tradition that has gone the way of 
the dinosaur. It went for the big one. 
All we may ever know of the soaring 
stage tragediennes who preceded 
Garbo’s generation may be the pas¬ 
sages of the grander Garbo vehicles 
that can make contemporary audi¬ 
ences howl at their extravagance. Her 
first lines In Grand *1 vant to be 
alone* Hotel —including nothing less 
than *1 think I have never been so 
tired in my life*—are lard for the real¬ 
ity-mongers to buy. Garbo is the 
actress who stretched the talkies to the 
scale of the sifcna and without need 
for scenery, spectacle or special 
effects. Just turn the camera, as 


-▼ 

Reuben Mamoulun did in the fabled 
last shot of Queen Christina, on that 
face. The wind blowing in the wrong 
direction is nothing. The rest is 

Garbo as an actress, of course, is 
a matter of personal preference. Her 
position as a force In the develop¬ 
ment of sex on film is as certifiable as 
the latest print of Camille Lillian Gish 
with a sex drive, Garbo was the sin¬ 
gle film siren who worked—and 
endured—without a stereotype to 
humanize (a la Harlow or Stanwyck), 
crack open (a la Davis) or invent (a 
la Crawford). She began in (he best 
vamp tradkioo but ended up with a 
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gallery of heroines who champion 
their sexuality, calling their own 
shots whatever the conse¬ 
quences. The only stereotypes 
we see are the benighted tradi¬ 
tions that confound her fulfill¬ 
ment. In spite of. herself, Garbo 
spoke her mind. T 

LONGTIME from pag« S3 

those other unfortunately sick ‘oth¬ 
ers.’ When Willy takes a grip on his 
fears by channeling them into 
something constructive, such as 
being a GMHC buddy, he equally 
converts an ‘AIDS buddy* into 
something akin to a missionary 
spreading the good news to the 
heathen. Reprimanding his Latino 
client for not taking care of himself 
in a rhetoric reminiscent of 
Republicans complaining of ‘lazy* 
welfare recipients, Willy demon¬ 
strates his utter distance by threat¬ 
ening to use it, to walk away from 
his ‘buddy.* But the fact that he 
can walk away (and catch the sub¬ 
way back to Chelsea) in no way 
diminishes the fact that other com¬ 
munities are quite capable—os the 
over 80,000 Haitians protesting 
against discriminatory blood poli¬ 
cies a few weeks ago demon¬ 
strates—of empowering themselves. 

Although the film quite clearly 
points out the ‘second epidemic* 
of discrimination (in housing, in 
insurance, in health care, etc.) that 
has afflicted gay men, its own nar¬ 
rative issues forth the very quaran¬ 
tine it fears by isolating itself form 
any social commentary. And within 
the gay community, where gay 
men attempt to empower them¬ 
selves by joining PWA theater 
groups, community services and 
even ACT UP, the film withholds 
from its characters, as well as from 
its theater audience, the basic 
information which might enable 
them to regain their lives. With no 
talk of safe sex or imagining new 
sexual possibilities, without even a 
cameo appearance of a condom, 
the film condemns its own sexy 
beginning to an insular monkish 
existence. No gay men, i: would 
appear, were having sex after 
1985. 


In the end, however, Longtime 
Companion is not so much unrealis¬ 
tic, as too realistic, about the institu¬ 
tionalized racism that informs the 
crisis in the AIDS epidemic. But rather 
than critically addressing it, the film 
has simply internalized it as its narra¬ 
tive structure, as its narrow focus. It is 
perhaps perfectly fitting then, that the 
last scene, a pseudo-utopian vision of 
a future without AIDS, should return 
to the beaches of Fire Island. Standing 
at the land's end, Willy, his lover 
Fuzzy (Stephan Caffrey) and Lisa 
(Mary-Louise Parker), their non-les¬ 
bian friend, talk with excitement 
about getting arrested the next day. 
But where? Over what? With whom? 
(ACT UP is never named here, but 
reduced to a fashion statement: rolled 
up jeans, ‘Read My Ups’ t-shirt, long 
sideburns.) So far from the streets 
where people are fighting for their 
lives, these characters, and the film 
itself, have in a sense never left the 
island they came from ▼ 

DOWair—>>»M» 

Will we be able to keep up with the 
wild energy of Dilbcrt and company? 
Will Dilbcrt be able to extend this 
outrageous farce another 60 minutes? 
Uh-oh, it seems that some people 
cannot take the pace of it all and a 
few have hitched up their saddles and 
split by the end of the first act. This 
isn’t entirely Eichelborger’s fault, 
though one does wish that he had 
trimmed this extravaganza down a bit 
It is like being at a party where the 
host keeps asking you to stay for one 
more drink or one more story or one 
more skit and though you are having 
a good time you really do, seriously, 
this time we mean it, have to get 
going. 

The 90 minutes of the show 
notwithstanding, Dilbcrt turns out to 
discover that love comes in many 
forms and maybe not always the most 
orthodox. Ekhclbetger allows his cast 
of characters a kind of quasi-religious 
moment of unity that sums up the 
great affectionate dunkiness of this 
show, and Dilbcrt Dingle-Dong with 
his repulsive, lovable and daft family 
surrounding him at the end of the 
show looks as though his cup, 
indeed, runneth over. ▼ 


WDGHT tram p*f • S7 

a phantasmagoria in which Job is 
tempted to renounce the faith from 
which he draws his weight-lifting 
strength (for those interested in further 
allegory, Job and Tao might also be 
seen as Samson and Delilah). But with 
so little recognizably human dialogue 
or action to latch on to, the mind 
wanders, and after a while It becomes 
difficult to say exactly what Arrabol is 
up to beyond taking a stark tale of 
faith and vulgarizing it with pseudo¬ 
mysticism and adolescent eroticism 

The actors don't fare well. It is 
difficult enough to play human beings 
on stage; it is impossible to play sym¬ 
bols and allegories. Dold and 
Stein—at the behest of their director, 
one imagines—must resort to a great 
deal of vocal and physical tension, 
shouting and grimacing their way 
through the play. One cant fault them 
if there is little truth to their work; 
they’ve been given none to begin 
with. An Old Testament God (or 
vengeful Phyllis) might judge them; it 
would be unfair for a mere critic to 
presume. T 
SINEAD from pag* a 

call to the end of violence and racism. 
Such a song would have seemed 
unthinkable from her two years ago. 

Unlike the boys in the straight 
press, I'm not going to gush on 
about Sinead’s shaved head (now 
grown out to a crew cut) or pierc¬ 
ing stare, although of course they 
are part of her image. I'll just 
enjoy this album, turn as many 
people on to it as I can, and hope 
Sinead won't become just another 
mainstream girl pop singer by the 
time she’s 25. She is capable of so 
much more. T 


INDICATIVE tram |M«* G9 

haired creature who can drop a hip 
like a mink, a tiny body with a lift in 
its chest that is all high C. As a 
final contradiction—and a Taylor 
testament to the scale on which she 
operates— the whole complex 
structure of Of Bright & Blue 
Birds comes to rest on those soft, 
solid-state shoulders. It'll end the 
Taylor season on a bow to one of 
the best. ▼ 
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lexuaHty. induction. & biaebaaii In tho 

MaOiamWbr'; 40 Greene A* Brooklyn C 
train to Laftyaoof; $15 gonaraffSKI aanionc 
G SAT at I pm. SUN at 3 pm; tie 



to do A 1591 
atSpm.SATat7&Klpat, SUN at3&7 pne 
tit 254-833G Mo 846-7744 (open run) 


THE NEW DUPtEX praeentt Faay Bay 

Smith. 8*1 O^MWar% muidSW 
at 10 pm; SM)« 2-drink min.; raamvadona 


MONDAY. MAY 7 


WOMEN ABOUT 

Water RaMag oo tba Hadaaa, la the 

Adiraadacka; $89. lor guoat houaa. 


diacovora Now VPrk'a notoriowa Club 

Barilo and diacovora 'the world of 

earthly delights', at La Mama, ETC, 74A 

E 4 St; 8 pm; Sift ravp 475-7710 


TUESDAY. MAY8 


4: Bye Bye Mrdto lyrtelat Lae Admoe. 

86 W12 St; 9-730 pm; Sift New School 

741 -990ft Mr. Velai Ideyal *294)189 


GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS MV Hi 


CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 




SECOND TUESDAYS AT THE CENTER 


WEDNESDAY. MAY 9 


at tho Aetociotioa of Puerto Ricea 
Executive Director!. 140 W 22 St. 3rd 
Root; 9 am -130 pm; 99M33S 


ASIANS AND FRIENDS/NY 


1297 


OPEN CIRCLE 

i to CatabrMa tba GuWdeae in the 

Center garden. 201 W 13 St exactly 7- 
730 pm Icoma Mrty to be on tknaL S2 
ion Onto from OC. Box *538, Sun- 
nyiMo, NY 11104) 


WOMEN ABOUT Foil Mono Prowl la 
Jamai c a Bay WHdlMa Refago with 

elide ahow, gathara at 73ft MaurMn 
212/779-0289 


GAY AND LESBIAN INDEPENDENT 
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*nt B*t *0 UlfamouS r*s*srth*rs di*' 
cull thalr eat el the Archive* for 
dkreraa protects. At women welcome*. 
atft#Cent#r.20BWI3St9pm;S5cS74. 


6AV MALE S/M ACTIVISTS Nariog 
Safa: First-Aid ter I/M. 'knowing th. 
right thing to to whon thing! go wrong 
may 10*0 you. or your portnor, from i 
lortout injury*; «t tho Comor. 201W IS 
St; I pm (prognm at 1:301; S3 mam- 
ban/35 non-mamber*; 727-9071 

6AV MEN S HEALTH CRISIS M«» 

MwtifMHNvtikof it tho Cantor. 
200 W 13 St 0-10(30 pm; free, no pro 
registration required. 007«M 


I Mi An (at 21 Stfc 11 pm; 001-MB1 


THURSDAY. MAY 10 


JUDITH'S ROOM BOOKSTORE proaonti 
AllcU Oetriksr reading with RHa Sabi* 
In ft* Oth and law of Emergleg Taloo* 
Compoftteo Seri**. SI Washington St 
lot Chartoi SOL 730 pm; fra*. but knhad 
looting; 727-7330 (whaokhalr Occam 


JU0S0N MEMORIAL CHURCH opans 
Al Carmines' 7*o Josraey of Snow 

NMM a musical thaater (iky tala with 

and animal*, exploring tho 'adult 
thorn** at lominlim and tho Jongian 
duality of tho famal* and malo’; 95 
Washington Square South; SUL THU- 
SUW at I pm. 777-0033 (thru MAY 20) 

CHIP DUCKETT proianta HomooroOc 
Art at Qalckl. tonight featuring tha 
drawing* of In SmMfc Ciy UH. NYC 
work that appeared In many 
gay bar/bath* advartlaomants of tho 
period, plus danemg/partying with DJa 
John Suiga and Dinah; 0 Hubert St (off 
Hudson. 5 blocks betew Canalb from 10 
pm; tlQfPwMt imho; S29-2442 


0J PATRICK S WONDERLAND cele¬ 
brates CMrea Mill* Blitbdey. with hosts 
Loren* 8 OeMIII* and Wendy Wild; 
open bar from 10-1130 pm; citrus modi 
and sex dancing; Mars. 3rd Floor. 13th 
St A West SMa Highway; SI -0202 


| MORE LISTINGS | 
NEXT PAGE 



Tuning In: A TV/Radio Guide for OutWeek Readers 


Information mutt be nctived by Monday to b« included in tfia following 
week's issue. Send (terns to Rick X, Tuning la Box 790, NY, NY 10101 


10017; Ml-4500) V.hiee end hor brood, 1X0-00 (1000) 

CCTV (fcek X. Bo« 790. NYC 10101) M0 PM Stephen No* SlhowVDrwteee AmericeL tonight 

80S IGay Broadcasting Systaa, Butch Psaaten. 170 7th continue* Holt's "Hunk Monttiwfch young Brhiah 
A*e. St*. A-X NYC 10011.243-15709 novelist Paul Watkins (Calm it Sunt*. Cl* it Oawnk 

8CN (Gay Cable Network. Lou Malstta, 32 Union Square Manhattan C*M*. CM 0/17 (301 (for Paragon, tea SAT) 

Mid sight RB PROD 7*# Rot in Byrd Show, mala and 
,L G V y vrMnfJ. Cartomeato. ITS W ttri9?tn: Manhattan end Paragon Cablo. CM 

2S su NTC lwli; W7 T517) j/rwi 00) 

HB0 (Nome Box OfBct ProSa, 1100 AvtfAmt, NYC 10036; 

-K2SL. _ . . _ THURSDAY, MAY 10 

RB PROD (Robin Byrd Production*. Box 300. NVC 10021; -*- 

900-2073) 030 PM WP1X-TV But Tilk on lotstwi how tho abort- 

WA3C-TV (7 Uncoin Square. NYC 10023, *00-77771 age of clergy Is affecting th# Catholic church'* future; 

WBAI FM (505Sth Are. 19th FL NYC NI01I;27307071 CM 11 (301 (Editor'! note; for another poled of view. 

WCM-TV <524 W 97 St. NYC 10019; 9754321) see Otrf in ft* 30*. TUESI 

r 1 *^- WTC 101 ** WM44<I «■ m WBAI-FM TWa Way Out international gay/tea- 

22?™ »«" «"**7 "«• magarin*. 903 FM (301 

WPW-1V 111 WPtX Plata. NYC 10017; MS-11001 135 PM TBS Normin.ls nit ro«WIW Rodd Fox* and 

MONDAY MAY 7 Paarl Bailey laam that ton Michael Warren It gay 

-*- (2r00l 

M0 PM WWOR-TV Oispinti Pissigr * 10-day tailing |jg pgg WBA1-FM Brutiof (ha Siintr nawa msgeiin* 
trip of aoron youths from a California corr*ctioo*l » or th* gay/toabian community In New Tor* ML5 fM 
fee any. who Ulk about gang*, drug* and (hair future, |j(j) 

while trimming die *heetx;CH 9 (2001 $30 PM 6MHC UWng WJft AIDS', health and poMcr. 

Me PM WNET-TV Imldi Gorbuhtv's USSR Hedrick Manhattan Cable. CM J/23 (301 

Swift (h/ r nmea Sarl et expart) show* I hew the }%m m WNBC .TV la Law: a gay cop auoa when he N 
•xcnsafl, or ie»M and information It being eneour- ooud , gly journalist soaking to mak* Mm a rel* 
agad.UM I3I1W) modeT;CH4(1.-00J 

t*Bi PM GCN B* My Guitt GLAAD Award* Cerementea, ’ crw PrtAm . . u..**. ***** 

UJ | l a 1 f>k,,| fkmnah,.* kj RJ (UokSwa- I P,. ll-A T M UU1 “ft 0# A rTOQ/Wl* FlfWl, INilW, 

hum « hbTttcTll 5*uSl ^ Manhattan Cablo, CM J/23 (30) 

lano at Mars. Manhattan Cabl*. CH J/Z31.301 t m pgg GCN 7*# flight Stuff madia, entertainment. 

1130 PM remerrowk TV Jotught entertainment Manhat- adrlca; Manhattan CabkCH J/23 (301 

tan and Paragon Cablt. CH 0/17 <1301 1130 PM RB PROD Men for Mart Robin Byrd presents 

Midelgbt CCTV The Clout Case Show: pomttar Joey sty m ,i, porno start; Manhattan Cable. CH J/23 (301 


Me AM ABE Otttr Aememhererf Maxim Manimdar't 

portrayal of the notorious writer (1:001 
2:30 PM WBAI-FM Bompiiodo il SHooeUr. todet lee 
riemes. Gonialo Abortc con tomes y nodciei pore Is 
comuntdid lettna gey y lesblena; 903 FM (15) 

4fM PM WABC-TV Opnh Winfrey: men who ere Jealous 


730 PM Th* Gay Dating Game Shew. Manhattan Cablt. 
CH J/23 (30) 

1130 PM Gap TV. mala pome clip*; Manhattan Cabl*. CH 
J/23 (301 

130 AM RB PROD Robin Byrd Show, mala and femalt 
itrippars. Manhattan and Ptrt|on Cabl*. CH J/23 


130 PM WNYW (Fox) Wiffrr Court Chrialino and Rot 
[Marti* Pott Martha Warfield I spend an owning la a 
male atrip joint CHS (300 

1-30 PM WABC-TV Browttor Pllttr. Oprah in hor now 
aeriot, whoaa TV pilot laaturad a leabian coupit; but 
wUI thlt aarleiT; CH 7 (30) (Edtior'a not* alto tomor¬ 
row at this dm*, baginning In regular Wtdntsday 


1130 PM GBS Out in ttn SO't community now*, discus¬ 
sion. interviews, tonight • closeted gey priest (with 
his back to the comers) discus*** Catholic theeiegy. 
politic*, tsftr tax. hit own tax Iff* and why ha 
rarnsmt in th* closet ManhattarVParagon Cabl*. CH 
C/11 (1301 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 

930 AM ESPN Schcloitk Sports America highlight* el 
Australian high-school aporta (100) 

930 AM WBAI-fM Ghosts in tho Machine: women In pop. 

with Victoria Starr. 99.5 FM (230) 

930 AM WWOR-TV Everyday: modal Kim Alexia intro- 
dues* swimwear fashions; CH 9 (30) 

030 PM NICKELODEON Donns Rood Monthort twenty 


1130 AM Stophon Holt Show/Oastifo America 7 tee 
WED; Paragon/Manhatttn Cable, CHC/15 (30) (Editor-, 
tribute: Happy Bdey Stephen!) 

1130 PM RB PR00 no My Byrd Robin Byrd presents 
maleflemsle strippers; Manhattan Cable. CM J73 (130 

SUNDAY, MAY 13 _ 

130 PM WBAI-FM 7»* Gay Show: two-hour special 
tonight; first, non-coamsrcial gay/leabian public 
access cable. Larry Guttnburg welcome* Rick X 
(Closot Ciso Shew). Butch Paatten and Kurt Wolf 
(Out In th* 303; alto ACT UP prison project 993 FM 
12301 

1131 PM GCN Mon B Fiiac male erotic*; Manhattan 
Cabl#. CH J/23 ( 30 
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C(enter, Oingmtni Ferry, PA. thru MAY 
IX Ml iMludM workihope, meats, 
lodging. Ana 71I/72B-0747, for lilt- 

THE ANSWER 1$ LOVING Wmm M- 
taf Wemeat ToHc Maternally Yean. 

‘For thoie who have, for those who 
noiA Toy those oko regret nod having, 
for thoto Mho oro not aura, for thooo 
that know Afof Mr, wo will hovo on 
ovonlng of foolngt around children*; 
lad by Ruth Borman and Connie Kura; 
Shaapatiaad Bay. Brooklyn; 7:46-10 pot 
at 7IV99B 2306 


Pa Ml Discussion: NYCl Lotbitn. Say 
Mali and AIDS Service Orgonitotiooi 
Sorrktg (ho HmptnkAottnoioJ Commo- 
ihfoe* at tha Cantor, 200 W 13 St 7 44 
pm; 222-9794, 245-6366 


BAY MU Of AFRICAN DESCENT 01. 
ob. lion Mooting: Bay Boat A TBofr 

Moon. wMi iuot such a ponal who wM 
lain momOo'i In dlocoa^ng IBM of the 
•any worrlaoma question* about cant¬ 
ing out, gMngfgatdng support. compro- 
■ialng. aecaptlng; at tiia Cantor, 
Chartos Angal/Paopia of Color Room, 
70S W13 S( I pm. mombar Info 714*02- 
0191 


MEN OF AU COLORS T08ETNER/NY 
Vo Day* at Crnaa Catani SaSMdoco- 
doo and Caaaclooaaoaa Rasing: H«- 

ponic/lotioo lotbims a Say Man to 
die U&, for man and woman; wkh top- 
let addraaalng portarval hla/harttory, 
loablan/gay & AIDS raaourcaa In tha 
LatWHIapanic conuaunldaa. tha ddfar- 
anca batwoon taboo and Hitponic, tha 
Puarto Mean Independence Movement 
w*h food, mutic, pootry. danca; at tha 
Comae. 201W 13 ft 5Nt30 pm tonight 
and It am - 530 pm Morrow, MAY IX 
frao; David or Marcot, 333-313S 


and pravantlaa dlatuaalana*; fraa 
ahlldcara; 421 Fifth Aoa, Park Slopa; 
adding ncata fee; 7079-1775 (raglatar 
aarty. citta tanned to 2B| 


Confaranca for Laablan Mothara, 
Lovara, Co-Paranu. Partna/a and 


at S am. kaynoca at I am, panat of diraa 


ahopa from 1304c1S pm; 129 E 71 Sc 
ISO Indhrldual/SM couplo; llmltod 
tpact, Martha Martin, 452-7104 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Sidewalk St la. of clothing, 
brlc-e-brac. household Hama, rocorda. 


Cantor. 209 W 13 SC WtVdonetioni/voi- 
untoort 242-1212 (alto nett SAT) 


MEN Of AU COLORS TOGETHER Day- 
Long Workahap and Celebration of Hta- 
panlc/lttlno Ittuat; continual from 
yaatarday (aoo MAY 11L wRh panM and 
floor dlocutalont surrounding tha 
gay/letblan Hlapanlc/Utino identity, 
piua a faaac at tha Cantor.» W 13 Sc 
11 am - UO pm; Ma from Oavld or Mar- 
c oa. 9373134 

LAMBDA INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS 

Lunch kWh lambda, eelebesdng Lamb¬ 
da'! 12th amwvarsary, with 1990 Brook¬ 
lyn lambda Awards to David CantroU, 
Say I Latblaa Alllaaco Agalaat 
Oaf am atlas. Rollarana; Patar Vagal 
Award to Paul Horowitz; at Ralntree'a, 
142 Praapact Park Wait; Brooklyn; 
noon - 3 pm; 711/499-9691 

ACT UP/9V Taack-ln boforo May 21 
Storming of tha Nation Inttitutot of 
H"» in Balhatda. MD; to protMt lad 
aral AIDS traatmartt research 'lot tha 
racard thow ..tan yaart...ana billion 
do6nrt_ona drug'; at PS 122, lit Ava & 
I St 130 pm; 913-1114 lor bus and 
teach-in Info 


light middle, and haavy walght cate¬ 
gories. In an af 


Cantor. 209 W IS Sc 9 pm; S19; 927-1921 

(Edderii eaaraefy Ml f- 

tknald lot ma pat tbai 
afeaw. I cm aafy bag ■ 


CENTER 2nd SaMtdoy Donee. 201W 13 
Si 9 pa • 1 am. mambara. union, 
students; 120-7310 (Fraa drlah M yaa 
coma kakara 10 pml 

FRIENDS OF DEBORAH CLICK Spring 
flog Brooklyn Woaaon’a Banco, lor lee- 
blant, fominlra, and thalr frtanda. a 
banarh for tha opanly latblan candi¬ 
date* NVS Anambly campaign; OJ 
Carolyn Ford; at Camp Friandahip. 338 
Eighth St btwn 5th*th Aval (F to 4th 
Ava* St or 7th AvWI SO. Park Slopr. 9 
pm -1 am, $1<* Angola 716*32-3326 

SHESCAPE apaat Saturdays at tha 

Chapel (at UmallghtL tonight and con¬ 
tinuing evory Saturday; 49 W 20 St (ft 
9«h Ava. garden antrancak 10 pm; 645 


LARRY TH spams La PMane da Reams, 

at tha Underground, dancing ovary Fri¬ 
day. Saturday and Sunday, 
transvestites admitted fraa; 294-4005 
(Editor leva Machine alao continual 
on Tuoadaya. Botvti la pronounced 
biu-TAV by tha promoters, boh TAY by 
the EnochJ 

SPECTRUM proaaata Coro, alaglag 
NVra Are tits JmtgMr. w*h Faacina- 

tlaa, singing Bomombor, 902 14th 
Street. Brooklyn (N Train to 9th Ava 
nop. Bey RMg*l7W235C2l3 
SUNDAY. MAY 13 

MOTHER'S DAY 


WOMEN ABOUT Play Oay at tha 

•sack. Watch Hill, Fire Island; bring 


(at Llmallghtl. tonight and continuing 
•vary Friday; 49 W 20 St (it 0th Ava. 
garden antrancik TO pm. 6454479 (Edi¬ 
tor - * note Sheicapt parties tra no 
kmgor at tha Rory or Tweoty/TWanty. • 
Saturday weakly party opana at tha 
Chapel tomorrow.) 

SATURDAY. MAY 12 

WOMEN ABOUT Mlanua Rhror Sorgo 
Wt a. Wattehattar, ‘easy 4 mUsa along 
doap hamlock ahadad gorga with 
watorfall & mystical aura*; Sonia 
212/796-9132. 

BROOKLYN WOMEN'S MARTIAL ARTS 
kegtae Hva Weak Sad-Dafanaa Course 
for woman of African. Asian, Latin, IM- 
dk-EsMm and Netivo date ant; *eflee- 
ttva, aunpla physical techniques; aafaty 


961 Waihingian St (at Charias St); 3 pm; 
fraa, but limited seating; 727-7330 

MwatckairaocaniMs) 

LAVENDER LI0HT S0SPEL CHOIR 
Annual Spring Pre-Mother's Day Con¬ 
cert. at tha Friands Moating Houaa. 221 
E15 Sc T pm. S10 (mothars SVPWAt 
fraa); info 716/924-1196. 212/245 6366 
(Editor Tbit foe pal concert la a lpaod. 
which caa baa Bow la tea* J 

PEOPLES VOICE CAFE Homoarotic Art 
SIM# Show, pra n amd by Ellkot Rabat. 

(Ki irtin* choosing huautiuOc Tt»f tt 
from ancient Graaca, through the 
Ranaissanca, to after Stonewall In tha 
gay rights and AIOS eras; homa-bakad 
good let aald. 133 W 4 St. Waahlngton 
Square Church Parlor, doors open 730 
pm. show at 9 pm sharp; S6 or TDf ♦ Si; 
info 719/426-2193. 212/777-2MS on 
thownlght aftar 9 pm 


Judith 201/433- 1K74 

DIFF'RINT SPOKES Browio through 
Borgon County. NJ. aomo takas, hills 
and nlco auburba; about 50 miles; 
212/3159013 

MEN OF AU COLORS TOBCTHIR/NY 

Picnic m the Ramble, poduck In Central 
Park, enter at 72 St and Central Park 
West and bear lafl or at 12 St and CPW 
and boar right bring dish for four; 1 pm; 
LldoM 222 979* (Editor's lexical note: 
ftembta Is singular Ho rsmbtaa through 
rha Aombh I 

NEW YORK CITY GAY MEN'S CHORUS 

Chamber Choir; Si lakes; 3 pm, 661- 


FREELANCE ACTING GROUP THEATRE 

protean Don Lowry’s Whot Do Toro 
Mon Do in Bod Togothor Anywoyf, o 


comedy that follows Jack and Hire 
rollercoaster romance, starring Al 
Maas and Paul MauluccL at die Canter, 
209 W 13 St thews at 9 pm and I pm; 
ft Canter 920-7310 

CENTURY MUSIC PRODUCTIONS pre- 

ees* Sunday With GW at Private Eyas. 
DJ Glnl DeSantis ipMi for a women- 
en»y party, 12 W 21 ft 7 pm-1 am;* 

(21 aad twt Be a mat) 


PYRAMB Lypabika Holda i Cornett for 
Goy Cobtrofi Now Queen following 


1/7 Stsk SB; 420-1990 (Editor The w 
ear will he creweed by Uck Stila 
anal Samdny MAY 2RJ 


SUNDAY AT ROXY Mother's Oay Party. 
I Afrrrys Lorrd My Moms, with a photo 
exhibit ol gay bays and thalr mams; 
doors open 10 pm, span bar 11 pm • 
midnight go-go boys and special per¬ 
formances; 516 W IS St I btwn I0th/1 Id) 
Aveek 6*6-519 


MONDAY. MAY 14 

HERITAGE OF PRIOE General member¬ 
ship meeting, at tha Canter. 206 W 13 ft 
6 pm, 101-1774 (also JUNE II) 


ISLANDERS’ CLU9 teat Aspects of 

Loro, by Andrew Lloyd Webber; $60 
mombart/S70 nonmambaa; 633-499 

TUESDAY. MAY 15 

THE NEW SCHOOL 6 Week American 
Musical Theatre Course, magfct by pB- 
Hahsr Aedraw Valet tonight. wamk V 

TBA; 66 W 12 ft 5730 pm; SIX Naw 
School 7*1-5900; Mr. Votaz (days) *25 
0189 


LESatANS UNITED Monthly Meeting of 
a coalition of 37 Naw York ietbiin orga 
ntastioets committed to lesbian visibility, 
al women welcome, at the Cantor. 206 
W13 ft 630-430 pm. 718*034461 

6AY MENS HEALTH CRISIS HIV Heahh 

Seminar: Benefits Information aad 
Nuuhlonal Issues: 129 W 20 ft 3rd & 
6th Floors; 7 pm. fraa; 907-6665. TDD 
6457470 (this and ovary 3rd TUESI 

COALITION FOR LESBIAN ANO GAY 
RIGHTS praoaets Hon. Dennis daleon, 
NYC* naw. and first openly gay. Com¬ 
missioner of Human Righta. leading a 
Forum Hooting Diritioot to rta AIDS 
CoomooHr. at the Center, 204 W 13 ft 
I pm; S4 donation; Info 427- 13B4 (Edi¬ 
tor's net* CLGR has a forum every third 
Tuesday) 


HERITAGE Of PRIDC Independent Mar¬ 
shal Outreach /? far contmnuinky vol¬ 
unteers interested In working at tha 
June 23 Rally and/or June 24 March, 
fraa rahaahmaats; at tha Center. 201W 
13 ft 6 pm; «1 1774 
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Monday 

hkwto^ae (Marc Beridey%Abo/Kofmrixmrisab)ppan)12W21 St ckh 206-7772 

Tuesday 

•Lot* Macktoe »t Underground. 860 Bw*y, n*»r 17th St 2544006 

Wednesday 

*Be*r Day* (primarily gay nai of color) 318 W 48 St (8/9 Avaa); 245-6825 
Priveto Eya* (J*ffr*y Sankor & Dallas'* Club Bad) 12 W 21 St btwn 
5tfv6th Avaa; 206-7772 

Silver lining (2-4-1 drink*, also open Tu*$-Son. womm SAT) 175 Chany 
La, Floral Pit. U. 51V3S4-9641 

SMz (2-4-1 drift* *o open da*) 2B2 Vtoitthmtor**. VWtoPWn*;8lVW410) 

Thursday 

•Boybar (has a now wav* drag show) 15172 Si Mark* Pl*c*, btwn 
2n(V3rt Avaa; 674-7858 

•Copa c a h aiw (last Thu. of tho month Suianna Baruch party. n*xt Is May 
31; Iffy door) 10 E 60 St, *t Filth Av*; 756-0010 
Excalibur (31 drink*, also opan Tuas-Sun, woman WED) com*r Kkh/Jaf- 
faraon behind football stadium. Hoboken, NJ; 201-795-1161 
Grand Coatral (2-4-1 drink*, also opan W*d-Sun) 210 Murick Road, 
RockvM* Contra, U; 5167536-4800 

Heafletfa (2-4-1 drink*, fsmala impersonators; also opan nigWy. woman on 
TUE & FRI) 126-10 Ouaana Blvd, K*w Gardan*, Queans; 7167261-6484 
•Man (maad gay/atraight DJ Patrick's tondarland, 3rd Floor) Wastaids 
Highway and 13th St Ml-6262 

•Qaickl (Chip Ouckan Thursdays) 6 Hubart Si (on Hudson. 5 blocks 
below Canal); 925-2442 

Friday 

•Baybar 151/2 Si Marks PL, btwn 2nd/3rd Avaa; 674-7968 
CdamiiO—coallat Friday of every momhH16Bi St ft Bway, 664-3574 daya 
•La Palac* da BwSa Larry Taa at Underground (starts 5/18), 860 Bway, 
naar 17th St 254-4006 

•Mika Todd Room (Chip Ouckan * Boy+BoyfGrrl+Girt girls land to com* 
earlier. boys Ittsr) 123 E 13 St dub (Palladium) 473-7171 
Prims Eyas (prsppios and young profasslonsla) 12 W 21 St btwn StfVBth 
Avaa; 206-7772 

•Qaickl (mated gay/atratghvTVa. Scon CumalPanty CW/ari 6 Hubert Si 
(on Hudson, 5 Mocks boiow Canal). 925-2442 

Saturday 

Baralaol Boaglo frnofca & alcohol fro*) 434 6ft Av* (bum *10 Suk 832-6758 
•Boybar 151/2 Si Marks Pise*, btwn 2nd/3rd Avaa; 674-7968 
Tka Caator Oaroea (2nd art 4ti Sskadays) 208W13 St btwn 7#yBh Amc620-7310 
Colamb ia Daacas (3rd Saturdays, Sama But OBtannt Dane*, through 
Jun* 16) 116 & B way. 10 pm - 3 am; into 829-1988 
Girth aad Mirth Club at the Corner (3rd Saturdays, heavy man & their 
admirer* 1206 W13 St 620-7310 

*U Palace do Beaa*e (Lorry Too at Underground, start dalsyod to VI2) 
880 {forty, near 17th St 2544005 

Pri m * Eye* (Jeffrey Ssnksr & Dallas's Club Sad) 12 W21 St btwn 
StfvMh Am; 206-7772 

•Rosy (nwodgayfitraighbTVVckibkjda) 515 W18 St (btwn 1QT1I Am). 646-5156 
Sown) Factory (mixed gay/atraight Acid House, no alcohol) 530 W 27 St 
(btwn 100V11th Avath 64347728 

Sunday 

•Bom Days (primary gay men of color) 316 W 48 Si W9 Aral. 246-8825 
la Palace da Beam Urty Too si Underground (flails yi3). 880 Bway, near 
17lh St 2544006 

•Man (Chip Ducks** Wan Naadt Mari VWatada Hghway and l» St SI «B2 
fymndd (Junior* To* Dancad-H Gay Cabarw afterward*) 101 Annua A. 
btwn 67 Sheets; 420-1590 

ItoSf (SLndayar/biy; opens 10 pml515W 18StOUwn >011A*»(;6*-51SB 


Every Night (or almost) 

Moastor (West Village) 80 Grove Si at Sheridan Sg.; 924-3567 
fMctrm Ictoaed Mon ft Too, WED fraa, THU fro* ft 24-1 drinks, FRI 
nVf atrippart, SAT guatt star show, SUN Uva ahow ft fra# 8-10 pm) 
802 64lh St O 8lh Ava. Bay Ridga, Bktyn. 718/2384213 

DANCING OUT for Women 

iumri^llfouiana Blvd, ICaw Gardan*; 716/281-8484 
Grand Central (woman * night »loo opan Wad-Sun) 210 Merrick Road, 
Rockville Contra, U; 516/5364800 

Rd, W. Hampttsad, U; 516/488-9516 

EscaUbur (Latliaa Night, 31 drinks) corner lODVJaffarson behind footbil 
stadium. Hobokwt. NJ; 201-795-1161 

Thursday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfleid Rd, W. Hampataad, U; 516/4869516 
Big Him* Clak (War Planet 6 pm - 2 am; began 3/29) 804 Washington St 
4 blocks below 14 St info 727-7816 

MMta Todd Roam (Nancy's Dob Bar, starts M ay 10; 8 pm ■ 2 am) 123 E 13 
St club (PaBadlum) 473-7171 

Pyramid (Jenny's Girl Bar. started May 3; 8 pm - 2 am) 101 Avanu* A 
(btwn 57 SuL. 35; 475-3538 

Friday 

Bedrock ifl Woodfiald Rd. W. Hampataad, U; 516/488-9516 
CM at Ikae Otaacsp. party aurti May 11) 48 W 20 Si at 6th fee 64M479 
Chaaka 2000 Long Beach Road, Island Park, U; 516/431-5700 
Hatfield’s 126-10 Queens Blvd, Ksw Gardens; 718/261-6464 
•Mika Todd Room (Chip Duckett'* Boy+BoylGirt+Qtrt, girts tend to coma 
aariiar, boys Istsr) 123 E13 St club (Ptllsdiun) 473-7171 
Worn 56-01 Qua ana Bird. Woodsida; into 71W46-7131, dub 716688-9031 

Saturday 

Bedrock 121 Woodflald Rd. W. Hampataad. U; 515486-9616 
Cfogat at Uml* (Shaacapa party, atorts May 12)« W 20 St at» fee; 645647i 
Mars (akamata Saturdays, Har Ptanat May 12. May 26 thia month) 13 Si 
ft Watt Side Hw, ^>1-6262 

Rada (woman's party, buffet burlesque show) 6096 Jericho Tpka. Corn- 
mack. U; 51V5434740 

Silver Lining 175 Chany Una. Floral Park, U; 516/364-9641 
Stan 836 Grind Boulevard, Dear Park, U; 515742-3867 

Sunday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfiald Rd. W. Hampataad, LI; 515486-9516 
Cava Caaam [Sandwich Sittar Sunday a) 24 lit Ave at 1st St 529-9665 

Every Night (or almost) 

Cabby Haw (liny dance floor) 438 Hudson St O Morton St 243-9079 
Dacha** II Shark) an Sq. ft 7th Avs South; 242-1406 
Spactim (doted Mon ft Tuas; good gay/laablan mix, at* Every Night, 
above, for details) 602 64th St Bktyn; 71V236-8213 

Editor’s tips for tourists: 

The NYC dub scant ia voladfc Cal first to conlnn partis* Recant opening! 
have data* notad, and can b* Masts or bust* 

Admaaioni range from S to 315. tnvtas o«*r discount* 

A(*1 denote* a club that auract* TVs 
Soma dub* auch a* Copacabana (ths moat nolorioual Roxy, Qrick, Mar* 
and Undargrouid have door poldm In which you are admsnd by bamg 
•cfnaaa' Th* furiiaaion « part of the mysbqua. Arriving baton midnight 
haips Dram aroic. vodc or rich Look km. IDs n a mat Mecad 
gay/atraight p artiat tend to have thenmfoat doors Thaaapatiiw often gw 
gayer latac 

Special on*4m* partws are bated in «w day-byday calendar. 

Sand addMons corrections and dah to flfck X. Box 79Q NYC 10106 
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Barbery Cow. 64 7th Aw. (14th SU. 6766385 
The Break. 232 9th Aw. (22nd SU, 6Z7-OC72. 
Chelsea Transfer. 1318th Aw. (bet. 16th & 17thl 
929-7183 

Eagle's Nasi, 14211th Aw (21st SU 691-8451 

Private Eyes. 12 W. 21 at St (bet- 5th & 0th). 
206-7770 

Rawhide. 212 8th Aw.. (21et SU. unlisted. 

Spike. 12011th Aw.. 243-9688 


WEST VILLAGE C 


The Amn (to Cellblock 281673 Hudson Si (bet 
13th & 14th). 627-1140 

Badlands. Christopher & West St, 741-9236 
Boots & Saddle, 76 Christopher Sl. 929-9684 


CelMock 28.28 9th Aw. 733-3144 

The Cubbyhole. 438 Hudson (Morton St). 
243-9079 


Duchess «. 70 Grew St (7ft Awl 242-1406 
Ji, 675 Hudson Sl. 242-9292 
Julius. 159 W. 10th Sl. 929-9672 
Keller's. 384 West Sl (at Ctostophad. 243-1907 
KellyV Village Wait 46 Bedford Sl. 9299322 

The Locker Room, 400 W. 14th Sl. (9th Aw). 
4594299 

Marie's Crists. 59 Grow Sl (7th Aw). 243-9323 
The Monster. 80 Grow Sl (7th Aw.). 924-3588 
Ninth Circle. 139 W. 10th St, 243-9204 
Ramrod. 185 Christopher Sl. unfitted. 

Sneakers. 392 West Sl. 242-9830. 

Two Potato. 145 Christopher Si. 242-9340. 


TV's, 114 Christopher.741 -9641. 

Unde Charlie's. 56 Greenwich Aw.. 255-8787 


Candle Bar. 309 Amsterdam Aw, 874-9155 


Cart. 730 8th Aw.. 221-7559 


0.T.V Fat Cal 281 W. 12th Sl. 243-9041 ^ Te „ ^ ^ w , ^ ^ 


Sally's Hideaway. 264 W. 43 St. 221-9152 
Town & Country. 9th Aw at 48th St. 307-1503 
Trix. 246 W. 48 St (bet Bdwy 6 8dt Art). 664-8331 

The Works. 428 Colembus Ave (at Slat). 
7997365 


Bogerrt. 320 1 59th Sl. 6898534 
Brandy's Piano Bar. 235 E. 84th Sl. 650-1944 
G.R Club. 353 L 53rd Sl. 223-9752 
Johnny's Pub, 123 E. 47th Sl. 355-8714 
Regent East 204 E. 58th Sl. 355-9465 
Rounds. 303 E. 53rd St. 5830807 
South Dakota. 405 3rd Aw. 684-8378 
Star Sapphire. 400159th St. 688-4710 
The Townhouse. 236 E. S8ch Sl. 754-4849 
Twenty-Nine Palma. 129 Lawton Aw.. 6898299 


EAST VILLAGE (212) 


The Bar. 68 2nd Aw (at 4th Sl). 674-9714 



Breadstix. 113-24 Queens Blvd., Forest Hilts, 
2390300 

Hatfwtfs. 12910 Queens Blvd. Kew Gardens. 
261-8484 

ttdeaway. 87-36 Parsons BtaL. Jamaica. 657-4585 
Low Boat 77-02 Broadway. Elmhumt 4298670 

Magic Touch. 73-13 37th Rd. Jackson Hgts. 
4298605 


UPM- Noon Dotty 
New York’s hottest 
gay personal ads. 
$2M for tits flnt 
asituOs, 954 sack add. 


After Ftw Ph* 5 Front SL. 852-0139 
Spectrum. 902 84th St let 8th AwL 7499611 
Sweet Sensations, 6322 20th St . 4392580 


QUEENS (718) 


Boy Ber. 15 Sl Merlrt PL, 674-7959 
The Pyramid. 101 Awnue A. 4291590 
Tunnel Bn 116 lit Aw (7th SlL 777-9232 % 

BROOKLYN (718) _ 


• The gay nightlife Guide 
for NY, U, and 
Westchester. 

• Fire Island Train and 
Ferry Schedules 
• Weather Updates 









WESTCHESTER (914) 


Playroom, 580 Nappertan Aw.. Yonkers. 

965-6900 

Stutz. 202 Westchester Aw. White Plain*. 
761-3100 

LONG ISLAND—NASSAU (516) 

Bedrock, 121 Woodfwld Rd. West Hempstead 
486-9616 

Blanche. 47-2 Boundary Ave, Famringdale. 
694-6906 

Cheeks. 2000 Long Beach Rd. Island Park. 
431-5700 

Grand Central. 210 Merrick Rd Rockville Centre. 
538-4800 

Pal Joey’s. 2457 Jerusalem Aw , North Bellmore. 
785-5031 

Silver Lining. 175 Cherry Lane. New Hyde Part. 
354-9641 

LONG ISLAND—SUFFOLK (516) 

Bunkhouse. 132 N. Main St. Sayville. 567-9834 

Club Swamp, Sires, 8 E Main Si. Bay Shore. 
665-5175 

IQss, 161 Farmatdie Or.. Lake Ronkorrkoma. 
467-9273 

Mr.’s. 606 Sunrise Hwy.. W. Babylon.. 661 -9580 
Starz. 836 Grand Boulevard. Deer Park. 242-3857 

Thunders. 894 W Jericho Tpfce.. Smithtown. 
864-1410 

NEW JERSEY (201) _ 

Charlie’s West. 536 Main St„ E. Orange. 
678-5002 

The Den. 12-16 Hiram St. New Brunswick. 
545-7329 

Feather’s. 77 Kinderkamack Rd. River Edge. 
342-6410 

Friendly’s Bar. 6310 Park Aw.. West New York. 
854-9835 

Le Mannequin. 67 Orchard Sl. Elizabeth. 
353-9694 

The Sutton. 308 Watehung Aw . Plainfield 
7554000 

Eacalibur. 10th & Jefferson. Hoboken. NJ. 
7951023 


The Cubbyhole 

438 Hudson Street 
at Morton 
(212) 243-9079 

A neighborhood bar for 
both gay men & women 


DO THE WRITE THING 

Your checkbook can change the world. So 
however much—or little—you can afford, 
please support your community 
organizations. Or they might not be around 
to support you. 


JENNY PRESENTS: 

GIRL 


PYRAMID CLUB 
101 Avenue A 

(Between 6tti and 7th Streets) 

ADMISSION SS 




BrnnchUax^Pre-Theeter Dinner 


Dinner Cocktails 
bilemational CXAsine 
Uve Entertaiiment 
765 8th Avenue 
New York, K.Y. 10036 
(212)9666100 
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All OutWeek classifieds must be prepaid by check, 
money order. Visa or MasterCard. The deadline for 
placing ads is noon on Monday, one week prior to 
publication. Classified rates, display classified rates 
and order form can be found on page 96. 


AIDS MINISTRY 


i tmmmm 


IN THE SPIRIT OF 
FRANCIS OF ASSISI..jarniif 

our broOwn and uun afTacied by 


St Frwicu AIDS Moiiury 
IJS W. JWt Straw Manhattan 10001 
695 IS00 


APARTMENT CLEANIN 


CASTlf CARE. INC. 

Apartment & Office Cleaning. 
Gay Owned. Reliable. 

We are available 7 days. 
CALL (212)475-2956 


APARTMENT SHARE 


MAY12.1M0 

A CELEBRATION OF MOTHERHOOD 
All-day conference for Lesbian Moth¬ 
ers, Lovers, Co-parents, Partners and 
Friends. Hunter College School of 
Social WOrt. 128 L 7»h St, NY NY 
10021 Registration fae: $50 md rvalue!/ 
$30 couple. Scholarships, child care 
avalable. For mora info and brochure 
contact: Marsha A Martin 
212-462-7101 


KEITH HARING 
Spec la Hit 

LARGEST SELECTION 
Buy—SaR—Trad a—Locate 
Warhol Weasalman, Lichtanstein, 
Crash. Hockney, Koftibt and other* 
Daniel Acosta 
ARTSOURCE, Inc. 
212J556680 FAX 212.255.6680 


WHO ARE YOU? 

Where did you come from? 
Why ere you here 
Where are you going? 

Only the spirits know! 
Readings to reveal your mystary 
Past prasant and futura 
Money-Love-Travel-Suc cast 
Spin tha whaal of fortuna 
Speak to tha magician 
BJO—(2121942-8330 


DONNA 

ESP Pryth«c*Prof#*sor of SprrSuabam* 
Raader and AdvieomPalm and Card 
Raadings 


I CAN AND WR1 HELP YOU. 
Reunite the Separated*fleitora Lost 
NetureMJnfold tha Mystery of tha Past. 
Prasant and Futura. 

(212) 6M-1M2 
S# Htbli Ptpiinl 


ATTORNEYS 


DIPLOMATIC ROOMMATE 
Young 6M teaks very responsible 
roommate to share 1 bedroom naar 
Tana* Square. Prefer GM who work* 
nights or travail, or does not spend 
much time et home. Non-smoker 
SdOQTmo. negotiable Venn (212) 256-4053 


ANTHONY SANTONI 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

REAL ESTATE; COOP/CONDO CLOSINGS 
BANKRUPTCY, INCORPORATIONS; WILLS 
37 E-26TH STREET 
SUITE 700 NYC 
12121-447-0636 


FORESKIN LOVERS 

The New York Crty chepter of the Uncir¬ 
cumcised Society of Amerlce (NYC- 
USA) seeks new male members (with or 
without foreskin) to join ns swelling 
ranks. Cel for more club information or 
to make reservations for the new mem¬ 
bers party. (212) 777-4206. 


OR. CHARLES FRANCHMO 

30 Fifth Avenue, 

New York. NY 10011, 
cal for info 1212) 673-4331. 


COMPUTERS 


THE MALE STOP 
A computer BBS. 
Use your modem. 
(212) 721-4180 FREE I 


Need a therapist? Consult your 

OUTWEEK CLASSIFIEDS 
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“It’s kinda like the 
Tool line was created 

for us... ” 



550*1001 


GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. CONNECTING OVER 44.000 MEN DAILY. 
STILL ONLY 10c A MINUTE 20c FIRST MINUTE. ADULTS ONLY. 





FINANCIAL PIANNIN 


CO-OPS/CON DOS 

Helping 

Our Community 
Buy and Sell Reel Estate 
Sinca 1900 

Andrew Weiaar (212) 721 -4480 
The Corcoran Group 



?#f! &SS35 


DENTISTS 


71 

71 

< 

W| 


QUALITY PERSONAL DENTISTRY 

William Da Bona 00S. 

Suite 704, 

200 Wait 57 Street. 

New York. NY 10019. 

Office hour* by appointment only cal 
212-333-2650 


(ATI NO 
AWARENESS 
training 


PERSONAL TRAINER 

Ona-on-ona weight training 
Body sculpting 

Paul Simpson (212)772-3686 


X LAMBOA ELECTROLYSIS X 
Permanent Hair Removal 
MaiVWomen* TV/TS's • Al Methods 
Computer Aided • Sterile Conditions 
By Physicians' Aid 
14 Years Experience* 

Sliding Scale Fee 
Licensed and Boaid Certified 
(718)937-3389 


AFFORDABLE ELECTROLYSIS 

Permanent Hair Removal New Airflow 
Technique wMi LB. Probe 

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONALLY OPERATED 
GREENWICH VILLAGE 
QUIET, PRIVATE OFFICE 

228 wI*!hsJeet 

New York. NY 10014 
Lower Level. By Appointment Only. 

(212)727-1880 
Certified Electro log 1st 

Member I.GJ»E. 


CONNECTING GROUP FOR 
TRANSSEXUALS 

For men end women who are gender 
conflicted arxVor transsexual: pre-op. 
post-op. non-op. Thursday Evenings, 
630-8.00 pm. Lesbian & Gey Community 
Services Center. 208 West 13th St. Six 
weeks starting May 17th. CsB 620-7310 
for ■ pre-group interview. People of si 
races, genders, stxusl orientations 


for big tools, bodybuilders & vac- 
pumpers, for free info send SASE to: 
BIG 584 Castro ST. 4610 
San Francisco, CA 94114. 


Gay male Zen arts group forming in 
West Village. Zazen and art practice. 
Weekly meetings. Serious rtsponses 
only. Cell tor more information Days 
212-572-6084 Evenings 212-727-7311 

ASIAN ft PACIFIC ISLANDER 
GAY MEN'S GROUP 

FORMING. Gay men of S. Asian, Si 
Asian, Pacific Islander, East Asian. 
Aaian-Amarican and other Asian back¬ 
grounds are welcome. Cal for more 
into. :RogeUo 212-346-7377 or 
John 716-961-0524. 


MEN'S MASSAGE GROUf 

6 et together with a group of men to 
give end receive messages Taught by 
Terry Weisser, Licensed Masseur end 


photographs currently on axfoM at Lin- teacher at the Swedish Institute. Sun- 
coin Cannier library. Signed numbered days, 7-10pm. S20.0C, 

boxed sets, limited editions, sihrer cel (212) 463-9152. 

prints. Vol.l 6X20,10 prints. Edition of - 

250. Vol.2 20X24,8 prints edition of 190. .... 


AURAL GRATIFICATION 

Important gay and lesbian leaders talk 
about criticel issues on audio ctseettes 
recorded by 0UTWEEK reporter John 
Zah make great listening Commuting, 
fogging, relaxing, or completing chores 
becoms educations!! Gre»t gifts for 
armchair activists snd in-depth cover¬ 
age for avid 0UTWEEK readers. For cat- 
slog. sand $2 (applied to first order), 
address, ft phone to Capital Coverage 
Cassettes, 1456 Ch apmS t NW. Wish- 
ington. 0C 20006-1510 


RAZOR SHARP CUTS! 

Haircuts for men and women 
Cofor/HHigliting Free Consultation 


FAX YOUR AD! (Visa/Mastercard only) 

( 212 ) 337-1220 


HELP WANTED 


RIM AND TV PRODUCTION 
company teekj gey and lesbian pro¬ 
duction personne, (gaffers, electricians, 
gripe, etc ) writers, actors and 
production managers for upcoming 
projects Send resumes to: OUT IN 
RIM, C/O ScotL 190 Notfoft Street 41. 

NY, NY 10002 
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On AIDS and Lesbian/Gay Rights... 



GRASSROOTS MAIL 
MEANS CLOUT. 

And now the Campaign Fund makes it simple and easy. 

Speak Out! 


Did you ever mean to write to Congress on AIDS or lesbian/gay rights but didn’t get around to It? By 
joining Speak Out. the Campaign Fund's constituent mail program, you allow us to send brief messages 
to your Senators and Representative when key votes come up on these critical issues. Our opponents 
Hood Congress with hate mail, but now Speak Out makes sure the fair-minded majority is heard In a 
timely fashion on these vital issues. 


sf 


I’ll join Speak Out and the thousands across the country — lesbian, gay, and 
non-gay alike — who support lesbian/gay civil rights and health issues. 

□ in addition. I'd like to contribute to help the Fund's 
lobbying, political and grassroots work on Iesb4an/gay 
rights and health issues. 

□ *20 □ *25- □ *50 □ *100 □ Other t_ 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

□ Bill me 

□ I II pay by credit card Please circle (MasterCard, VISA) 

c«fWT caao no___._ 


□ 9 messages at |ust *3 25 each—*29 95 

□ IS messages at just *3 25 each—*48.75 

□ Other. I’ll authorize_messages at *3.25 each 

kUJt ihlMl MWT?-!-' 
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INSURANCE. 


of every kind 
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UMO DRIVER 

Exp. nec. Bury gay company. Legit 517- 

STOCX BROKER 

Grown ing 10 year old gay owned and 
oparatad broker/dealer. Wall St 
location seeks financial profaaaional 
with aalaa ability to servica axiating 
accounts and build cliant baseExcep- 
txonal opportunity for right parson. 
Plsass contact Bob Caaalatto SO Wal 
Si. Suits 1214 MY 10005 


STOKE HELP 

J22Vwt start, 27Vwk. aftar 2 months. 

321/2 hri. Blue Cross, 1 week paid 
vacation. 18 yaara aga min, references 
required Gay Treasures, 546 Hudson 
Street. (212) 256-5756, ask for Don 

BEG. NURSE 

naadad for dynamic mixed/gay ambul 
ractsl aurg. practice Ldrshp and axp. a 
must. 212-517-2850 Deby/Peul 


OUTGOMG SOCIAL PEOPIf 
naadad to distribute flyers advertising 
phone sax inee with gay bar*. Muet be 
friandlyand psrsonebia. Rat work. Haxfcie 
hours. Cal Mr.GoWstain at 8353440 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
20-30 hrs/wk OUT/LOOK National Las- 
blan and Gay Quartarly. Mag axp. nec- 
assary. Aqutsition ad development and 
mas editing. Sand resume and lettarto 
0UT/L00K |ob 294018th St. Stats 319. 

San Fran. CA 94103 by May 7. 

No phone calls. 

HOUSEBOY-P1NES 

Summer house in Rra Island Pinas look¬ 
ing for responses. organiiad parson to 
clean, cook and maintain house In 
exchange tor room/board, addition a I 
salary negotiable. Send rastxne and edtfc- 
twnal informat i on to Outwaek Box 2487 


CO-DIRECTOR 

SAGE: Senior Action In a Gay Envi¬ 
ronment. Inc. a non-profit organisation, 
la tasking an individual who will have 
full-time financial responsibility for this 
social service agency earing for gay 
and lesbian seniors In the NY 
metropolitan area. This parson must 
have three yeers or more work experi¬ 
ence in fund-raising strategies, public 
relations activities end preparation of 
grant proposals for foundations end 
governments! aganciat. This parson 
must have previous experience In 
financial management and budget 
preparation for business and/or non¬ 
profit organitations. SAGE, Inc. Is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes 
to: Chair. Search Committee. SAGE. 
Inc.. 208 West 13th Street New York. 
NY 10011 Confidentiality respected. 


TKAVB/PUBUSHMG CO. 
Queens TraveVPubfcshing Co ie looking 
tor a codege student to assist wkh cleri¬ 
cal work. Knowledge of Macintosh com¬ 
puters, graphic layouts, and command 
of Eng bah ara pluses. HexMa hours. 
Sand resume to Odysseus Enterprises. 
LTD, P.0. Box 7905. Hushing. NY 11362. 

FEMALE MODELS 
wantsd for body punting exhibit at 
Mara. Only the extraordinary need 
apply. CaN 212-475-8079 


HYPNOSIS 


HYPNOSIS CAN TRANSFORM 

Oavalop new habits 
Turn obstacles into crastivky, eelf- 
e steam, motivation, stress-reduction. 

Certified hypnotist 
Mister practitioner of NLP. Stephan 
Dytn, 212-475-1517. 


Barnard Granville <212) 5*01724 


THE KARATE SCHOOL FOR WOMEN 

ROBERTA SCHINE. OIRECTOR 
—IN THE VILLAGE SINCE 1976- 
A serious, non-intimidating 
approach. Also Yoga, Sell-Defense. 
Kids Karats. 

Coma watch a classl 
For more information, call: 962-4739 


SPANISH LESSONS 

Tired of missing h»lf tha jokes in the 
I eta st Almoddvar flick? Do you or do 
you want to work in tha Latino commu¬ 
nity? Taking a trip and juat want to 
brush up on that high school or college 
Spanish? Experienced (7 yraj Spanish 
teacher, fluent in both Spanish snd 
English, uses vinous immarswn meth¬ 
ods of convartsttonsl instruction 
(Including Rassias Method of rapid 
immersion). Individual and group tiflori- 
•L short/long term. All ages. Fees vary 
with size of group and 


MKHAa 

Licensed massage by handsome waft 
hung 6 T 2001b. muscular hunk. Cal for 
appointment 212-494-0020 at home or 
beeper 8212-616-2362 enter your phone 
# snd prase Nxfllon. 


"To balance yot^r 
mind and calm your 
body"... 

Terry Lie# 4750-1 
(212) 463-9152 


?NE 


- CALL 1 
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BllHIHHrai 


TIRED OF HOMOPHOBIC MOVERS? 

Try Brownttons Brothers instsad. 
Prof* uional »nd Rsliable. 
Sarvvig ths Gay Community 15 years. 
Santitws, fun people who g*t the job 
don* right with no bolshit 
Licensed DOT 10166. Insured. 
Reasonable ftorsg* rat**. 
Pianos-Art-Antiqu** 
Packing. Moving Supplier 426 E91 
Call 289-1511 

Mention 0U7WEEK for Special Dis¬ 
count Free Estimates 


FREE 

PHONE 

SEX 

(212) 319-2270 

FREE MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 


FANTASY PHOTOS 

Ever dream of having a nude photo tak¬ 
en of yourself or your lover, bid didn't 
know who would taka it? Here's your 
chance—reasonable rotes. 

Cal (212) 734-7157. 


MALE MODELS WANTED 

Top creative pro photographer is look¬ 
ing for cool guys with hard bodies to 
pose for hot art & male magazines. 
Man, Tat for real Send photo phone 
info to: Cityboy-B P.0. Bo* 1978. NYC 
10013-1976 


CHP - COMMUNITY HEALTH PROJECT 
206 W. 13 Street, New York, NY 10011, 
for info cal (212)675-3659. 

ANAL WARTS, FISSURES. 


trotted in minutes with lasers cal for s 
free consultation. Laser Medical 
Aseoc, Jeffrey LavfgnaM.0.. 
call 1-80O-MD-TUSCH. 


MIMlMim 




JOHN GOODWIN 

VOCAL LAB 


m 




NOW FORMING-5 SESSIONS TO START 
YOU ON THE ROAD TO VOCAL HEALTH 


lEBECadl 


The BuddySystem ™ 
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Women's 

Psychotherapy 

Graup 


WOMAN EWS 


NEW YORK'S FEMINIST 
NEWSPAPER AND CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 


WASHINGTON D.C. 

8 Bod room renovated Victorian guest 
house. weft-estabbshed business, gsy 
cbontolo. Located in prestigious DuPont 
Circio. metro-access** 1750.000 
includes most furnishings. No brokers. 
(202)462-0709 


UP TO DATE COVERAGE OF 
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE TO 
WOMEN SINCE 1979 


GAY SONS/STRAIGHT FATHERS 

e workshop for gey men to explore 


FffiE ISLAND PINES 

RemaN/Sale* 

TAUSSIG REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
212-355-6739 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


STATE. 


UX MALE STTtlPGRAMS 

24 costumes to choose froml Free gift 
and card with personal messagel 
Home/ofKcs/restaursnt/odd and inter¬ 
esting place*-THE ONLY GIFT THAT 
UNWRAPS ITSELF! (212)688-5618 


SEND TO. 
WOMANEWS 

P.O. BOX 220, VILLAGE STA 
NEW YORK. NY 10014 


Fu0y renovated apartments in the art 
deco district of Miami Beech. Perfect 
full-time residences or the best in 
affordable second homes. 
VMTAGE Properties, 1520Eucfcd 
Avenue Miami Beech, R 33130 
1305)534-1424. 
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David Lindsey Griffin, 
C.S.W., C.A.C. 

Gay Affirmative Therapy 


• AGO A and CODA ham 
• Cvw u»I ProfMMml Bfackj 
■ Sexual CompslAm 
Fees based on the ability to pay 
Lj seemed/ Insurance Reimbursable 

(212) 582-1881 


> finest 
at part- 
MkfML 

For reservations or brochura CAU. 
(508)487-0138 or WRITE 12 Johnson St, 
ProvtncatownMA 02857 


beoTbmakfast 

1824 Great Ravrval house, music rm. 
w/Cathadral cailmgs, Rumford Are 
place, outdoor hot tub. A truly tradition¬ 
al BAB. Weakly and wkday special*. 
Contact 810 Box 212 Shaftsbury. VT 052*2 
or call 802-375-8865. 


CATSXILL MOUNTAINS 

Stonewall Acres, 90 min. to NY, BAB, 
rooms A cottages, pool. 13 acre*, Box 
556 Rock HW, NY 12775, (814)791-9474. 


REDISCOVER A MAN'S RESORT 

Island House 1129 Flaming Street, Key 
West. FL 33040, 
tor info cal 800-526-3559. 




DISCOVER OUR MAGIC 

Sti Near I lie Mean Of 
PALM SPRINGS 


E«puW) Where 
I, A h'jh npoctilons am 


It MlKWol rv--•» rnnmpOur 
VIII As CO- a.tiuyk' 

Kv* I P.'S 


48 Celebrate your sexuality. 
t Proudly. Joyously. At 
Eves Gordon, an elegan t 
sexuality boutique, 
created by woman for 
woman. We grow 
pleasurable things tor 
your mind, body and spirit I 

eve’s ♦garden' 


0UTWEEK CLASSIFIEDS 

(212) 337-1200 I 


May 16,1990 OUTTWEEK 

















































MASSAGE-NY 


•MYSTIC MAN* 

EROTIC MAGICAL HANDS 
MAGICAL ATMOSPHEREI 
NUDE BLACK MASSEUR 
Deeply satisfying! Raima included 

CHARLES ^212)696-0916 


Message lor the discraet mala. 
Earty or lata. 

ERIC 924-2253 

BOY NEXT DOOR 


For the discrimini 
John 19yo BL/BL-Steve 24yo wall equipt 
Cute, Cleanout and Friendly 
Serving Long I aland. Queen*, NYC 
(516)799-1753 

HOT FUN WITH HOT BOY 

Santuoua Bodynib and Hot J/0 with 
cute, slim, Italian boy. OuteaDa only $65 
DAVID 212-264-6201 

AHTlfTK MASSAGE 

for & by the serious athlete and body 
conscious. Skilful, spiritual sensual. 


Certified 757-7579 


SENSUOUS JO-MINUTE SWEDISH MJB 

By Handsome WASP 
(212)91- 


REAL MASSAGE! 

REAL MASSEURI REAL 600DII 

DAN W. VILLAGE (212) 627-2486 




•ALL MUSCLE MASSEUR• 


ST 17002tw 44c 16a Bodybuildor 
Gordon Royco ¥ outgo t from Si 00 
pogor 0 212-506-5376 ontorph.0 


GOLDEN ATHLETE 
6 T, 185lbs, 2Byo 
I Friendly, handsome, All-Amarican gives 
great rubdown 
Phillip (212)206-7136 


MASSAGE-NY _ 

SENSUOUS BODY RUB 

By tal, good looking 25 year old. 
IrVout 24 hours. PhIBip. 
(212)646-9107 


VILLAGE BODYWORK 

Sansitva touch 
Taking you away 
Stroke 
By 

Stroke 

(212)969-5923 


RUBDOWN WITH MUSCLE 
11/2 hour deep rub by sexy guy 
IrVOut 

Marc (212)664-0091. 


HOT BLOND JOCK 

Bodyrub by young stud 24 hr*. 
Cal Scott at 969-0232. 


SWIM COACH 

ST, 186 R>, gives great rubdown 
CHRIS (212)427-3210 

BOV WONDER 

in Gotham City. Sensuous bodyrub by 
Italian boy. 5'10*. 140#, slim & sexy, 
brown eyas ♦ wavy brown hair. 
DAVID 212-254-6201. 


I9&llL(j'E yoil'RjBOQOr 



xaVl rrMAssAgt'D 

(212) 9321496 


ITALIAN GREYHOUND 
gives solo, slow, sensuous bodyrub 
Strong hsnds-budt to satisfy. 
$7Vm $1 OQfouL noon to 9pm 
Serious only! No phone sex I 
Convenient Wait ViHage location I 
Cal Michele 212-242-4979. 


TREAT YOURSELF1 
Older sweet man with great hands 
seeks dents for nude nonsaxual 
vigorous SwedistVEsalen message. $45 
an hour. CA certified. Gary 212-228-2243. 
Serious onlyf 


ITALIAN BOY 
Grves best rub 
Complete satisfaction 
Vinnie (212) 255-2303 


MASSAGE-NY 

MASSAGE BY DANCER 

West 14th Street location 
Ca« Robert 929-4019 


COMPLETE SENSUOUS BODYRUB 

by weA-buit bi male 8T. 195 lbs, 
clean-cut and discreet Married end 
mature men are welcome. Into erotic 
safe fantasies. Call Peter (212) 590-9401 

HOT TORSO 

Athletic bodywork from boyish 15<¥5r 
27 yo with very musculsr buM end a 
nice tan Hne. Clean cut and friendly. 

Also available with Damon. 

Noon to 4 am. 

CHRIS (212) 496-6710 


ATHLETIC MASSEUR 
Handsome, Clean Cut 
Into Wrestling and Sensuous Situations 
JOHN (212)741-3262 


BUSINESSMEN-WALL STREET 
Very Discreet Message 
Out-of-t owners welcome 
ERIC 924-2253 


COMPLETE SENSUOUS BODYRUB 

by wei-buUt bi male 6T, 195 lbs, 
clean-cut and discreet Married and 
mature men are welcome. Into erotic 
safe fantasies. Call Peter (212) 560-9401. 


MIDWESTERN BOY 

5-10*. 1504 19 y-o college student with 
beautiful body and cuts face available 
for bodywork. Very friendly. Caltior 
irVout appts 
Also aval 

Damon (21*) 4964710. 


ar 


SENSUOUS MASSAGE 

Quality bodywork by strong handsome 
Italian. (212)721-6718. 


SENSUOUS BODY RUB 

By tall goodlooking 25 year old. 
ItVout 24 hours. Phillip. 
(212)645-9107 


BOYISH ITALIAN 

gives safe, slow, sensuous bodyrub. 
Strong hands-buik to satisfy. 
S7Vm SKXVout noon to gpm 
Sarious onlyf No phona aaxl 
Convenient West Village location I 
Call Michel# 212-242-4979. 


MUSCLE MA6IC 

Strong deep sensual message by 
handsome muscular nude athlete. 
BRAD (212)876-6014 


HOT MUSCULAR STUD 

Rubdown by Handsome 
Ybung Athlete 

Cal Steve at (212)266-9539 
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BODY TUNER 

Lands tacrad and profane knowledge 
to every zona. 529-2786 


Various Techniques Avsilsbls 
Legit CaBs 
(212)721-4547 

SENSUAL MASSAGE 

No phone sax No calls 12sm-8am 
DEREK (212) 727-2842 

BOOYRUB RELEASE 

Sarioua pro-nuda Woll Swada. 
Accuprassura. Reflexology, Treger, vary 
sanwsL fluid, daap tissue message by 
hand soma young export Lower East 
Side. $66 la out negotiable. 

Cel John (212)475-6660. 

A TOUCH OF CLASS 

By an African Trinidadian Masseur 
258ft 2Jna. 110 lbs 
Safa Honest Clean Goodlooking 
Daap Exotic Caribbean Massage 
For Your Mind, Body and Sow 
In or Out Day or Night 
Emmanuel (7181284-9622 


HOT SOUTHERN STUD-ATHLETIC. 

SEXY, VERY HANOSOME. 
VERSATILE W/BIG TOOL FR/GR, 
F/FTOR, err. » years old. 
VERY FRIENDLY. 
(212)721-3110 

JUICE EXTRACTOR 
Give* complete satisfaction. 
Vito (212)475-3628. 


BUTT-PLAY SHAVIN6 BONDAGE 
24 HRS. BRIAN (212) 242-8626 

PLAYGUYS 

AT YOUR SERVICE Young, 
Healthy & Discreet 
CALL GILL (212)689-1683 
From $17560 per hour 
Appi.cents welcome 

$40 WORKOVER 

Between 10sm-5pm $40. In calls. After 
5pm 150 Blonde 86* 210 fcs. 81/2* cut 
to work those body parts that realy 
need it the most Lags, butt and more. 
Third person tvaiiabiel Young 20 yeers. 
Ray 212-677-4706. 




New York's newest 
and most exclusive agency. 


Blond A9 American 
Strippers 
BodybuBders 
Pom Stars 


Ws art offering exceptional men to 
provide the ultimate In pleasure for 
discriminating gentlemen 
Appointments from $T“ 


Wowl The Agency 
(212)400-9368 
Interviews accaptad. 


The bast guys tor the beat timee. 


Safa, friendly and discreet 

A 24 HOUR SERVICE A 
(212) 768-6221 

New appicants welcome. 

NUDE J70 $60 

Sensual body contact end healthy se 
with hot frienrffy. gd looking guy. 
Outcah $80 (212)242-7054 


Rugged, Handsome, Ex-marine, 
Digs Service. 

HANK (212)459-4384. 


NEW YORK'S MOST TRUSTED SERVICE 
Athletes • Jocks • All Types • 
Spirited, handsome, romantic 
Ask about our no risk, sine ere offar. 
Rub DowrVEscortaTCompsmons 
24 hrs in/out credit cards OX 


Safe, diecraet dependable 
The new choice for the 
discriminsting mala 
(212M73-1939 
$150 


TB)DY BEARS 
NEW YORK 

from $150(90 minutes out only 

TEDDY BEARS 
BROOKLYN 

from $150190 minutas out only 

TEDDY BEARS 
QUEENS 

from SI 50190 minutes out only 


from S200W minutes out only 

Our aseorts are dean cut ssfs, hot 
snd dsptndsble. We will always 
give accurate Information snd nsvar 
send an unauthorized substitute of 
your choice. If you’re tired of being 
taken or lied to and tired of escorts 
with no parsonality or snthusissm, 
callus todayl 

1-800-439-1555 

Escorts wanted. 

Students, athletes, bodybuBders 
msks mors money 
Ask for Ted 


Asps attractive mateulm* bottom. Open 
and affectionate. 21. FR/GR. 
Discreet and safe. 

MIKE (212)238-7346 

COLT MODEL 

Champion body, extremely defined, 
handsome, friendly, a grsst mssssgt. 
Ssfs. diserset in/out For a grsst time 
can Courtney 212-877-3482. 

NORDIC GOOD LOOKS 

20 years, 5T0*. 140. blonde, green. Ask 
•bout sslacted trades of services snd 

Midtown East Location 
City snd suburban visits 
Kevin 683-8733 

HOT CALIFORNIA JOCK 

22, bi blue, juicy ft big. 3-somes tool 
Upper East Side 
Nick (212)722-3320. 
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YOUNG AND HOT 

19 year old pretty guy with the nlcMt 
logs and butt you've ever ma S'10*, 
tan, dark hair, tantual and hot 
Cloaa to airport- 
Stavan (213) 31M626. 24 hour* 


YEAH I 

SIX FOOT SOLOREX 
STRONG, SOUO, SEXY 
GREAT LOOKS/CLEAN CUT 
HONEST THICK NINE 


PlAY&IRl CENTERFOLD 
Vary muscular, dafinad, tan hunk, ®T, 
200 #, axe. hand tome, tun. friendly. 
Haakhy & 100% ssfa. Los Angola*' bast 
IrVOut 

(2131392-8905. TREY 


VKILf HOT rTAt 

Sexy hsndsoma rockhard muscle, 
sthMc Isas, healthy and versatile 


S.F. MUSCLE 

X-handsome 25 y/o bodytxalder, 200#, 
48c, 32w, 18a. Hung and hot 
KODI (415)821-2561 


Taka your pick: 

CHIP-DAYS 

or 

TROY-EVE/WKBID 
S80 00*nd up (213) 318-1800 


HACK 88 ♦ 

Bast fulVsansual mstsaga. Hot ol, hot 
body. Safe, disc rest S00. 

Venice Beach (213) 396-4781. 
Coma. 7 days. 24 hours. 


BACK FROM NEW YORK 


Grsg (213)888-1081. 


Out $65 S.F. Only (415) 587-7903., 


NORTH BAY/S.F. 

Friendly, articulate collage guy wil 
travel to you. Tall beautiful slander 
body. Vary oral, ssxy, bVM bottom. Your 


SAN JOSE 
Fufl Body Manage 
Athletic Young (18*) Student 
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NATIONAL GAY 
MEETING PLACE 

LISTEN OR LEAVE MESSAGES 
OR BREAK AWAY FOR 
PRIVATE, ONE-ON-ONE 
CONVERSATIONS 

WITH OTHER TvL i 

CALLERS. 


ADULTS ONLY 99C PER MIN. 




WOMENS 
PERSONALS 
CONTINUE ON 
PAGE 110 


LOOKING FOR 
LOVE 

GWF 25 mature 


man bufch. Politi¬ 
cal, committed to 
nghttnQ Tama*. 
Damn honest I 
don't Just want to 


VERY CUTE 
GWF WANTS 
MORE OATES 
that was DATES 


INTELLIGENT 
DYKE, 34 


stage and CUTE 
CUTECUTEI 
Enough about 
me...YOU YOU 
YOU... uninhibit¬ 
ed, any color, any 
size, wen have a 


INTELLIGENT 
DYKE, 34 


HORNY BLOND 
FEM 


OVER 6'2- ? 
OVER 200#? 
Sexy GWM seeks 
big brawny guys 
with big Imagina¬ 
tion. Gym body 
NOT necessary. 
Cock size unlmpor 


ex-cop 38 yo 5*8* 
150 very 

muacTmascVseefc 


4 skin. Write P.O. 
Box 647. Maspeth. 
NY 11378 or call 
718-424-1064. No 


lifter type/200 
*>.+/very 
mascThealthy 
safe. You work 
cxrt/W shows-A*. 
Various safe fun 
OK/me m basically 


4 SKIN LOVER- 
QUEENS 
GWM 6" 175t» 
yng 46 seeks u/fc 
Latino or Euro- 

K n 16-40. Also 
Arab or 


To answer 
an OutWeek 
Box Ad 


OutWeek Box #_ 

159 W. 25th St., 7th floor 
New York NY 10001 
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PERSONAL SERVICES 


Call alter 7:30 
pjn. 718-454- 


When you finally get serious. 


SEEKING ASS 
PLAY BUDDY 

WM. 5*11*. 40, 
1904, healthy 
Frenchman, look¬ 
ing lor healthy 
Mend(s), tor ctoen 


The Introductory service for professionally oriented goy men 

Co* for a free brochure Mon.-Frt. 7 pm -11 pm 
>n WY ( 212 ? 580-9595 »(Xif of State ( 900 ? 622 -MATE 


SUITED? 
Very good look 
GWM. 30, sera 


wants to moot 
saxy business¬ 
man-type who en¬ 
joys being very 
dominant Photo ♦ 
letter to Outweek 
Box 2422 


£ °N|gv€r ( Too ( l^e “Tor 

> “Fortnoe 500" Ejtecetivea, Busy Professionals A Active Retirees 
TbcQsaiNy Service Fw Qaalky People 

• Confidential Perusal Sen ice • Sate Time A Money 
• Lost-Tens Reiarlonvhipv Only • Mosey Back Guarantee* 

• Successful Solutions (Since 1984) • No Lmbarnusint Videos 
Esdmive Compatibility Qsesliosnsirc . Voluntary AIDS Screenin'* 

1 There are no wbstitutn lor Classic Istroductioa**. 

For A Free ^ Hoar Consultation Call No* 


BookShop 

lows VDCO AUfA 1 st 1 


l w \ 500 HUDSON STREET 

*f I (at Christopher St.) 

I a W li I New York. NY 10014 
1 j| 24 HRS 

^/T 'MAGAZINES. NOVELTIES 

| \ f : ' f f •PERIODICALS. TOYS. ETC 

1 1 •STATE-OF-THE-ART' 

SCREENING BOOTHS SHOWING THE NEWEST RELEASES 

NEW YORK'S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE OR 
RENT AT THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN! 

MOM THAO A OOOKETONE A LANDMAAK, 

EENVIN0 NEW V00KI OAT COMMUNITY EON OVER 
_ 10 Vf ANSI 
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zixrmrrcoji 


honesty, and trust 


seeks similar for 


spontaneous ai 



tor draft beer and 
neon when you 
can have cham¬ 
pagne under the 
stars! Letter/pho- 
to/phone to P.O. 
Box 5673, UC, NY 
11105. 


TINY JAPANESE 
GUYS 

5'5' or less want¬ 
ed to service a tafl 
handsome Ger¬ 
man with extra 
large bals & fat 
cock. You! have a 
groat time if you're 
fascinated by big 


HOT BOTTOM/ 
SPANKING 
Very ooodlooking 
gd build GWM 34 


ANY ROMAN¬ 
TICS LEFT? 
GWM. S’. 34. 
168«>s.. brown 
hair, blue eyes. I 


ALL-MALE MINI THEATER 

(Lower Level) 

Man -Sat llam-llpm / Sun I0am-7pm 


big guys my a 
or older or hur 


romantic, healthy. 
HfV. nonsmoking 
professional who 
is looking tor that 
one special per¬ 
son to complete 
my life. A few of 
my Interests are: 
me gym. music. 


FOOD HAZING 
Open your mourn 
wide and I will 
feed you wtth tood 
ta you are cwoien 
and fat. You can 


Adult Entertainment Center 

21 Ann Street (btwn Broadway & Nassau St i 
New York City / (212) 267-9760 
Men -Fri. 7am-11pm / Sat lOam-llpm 
Sun t0am-7pm 


evonings at home 
with that special 
someone. Ybu 
should be 30-44, 
attractive, healthy. 


SOMETIMES 
THERE'S TRUTH 
IN ADVERTISING 
Handsome, fit 
GWM. 41. HIV 
neg. I'm fun. 


SEX MAKE YOU 
ANIMAL? 

Hypnosis can let 
U feel Bee UR re¬ 
ally transforming. I 
am decent looking 
or better, healthy, 
not Into abuse, jst 
Into making you 
change. Send let¬ 
ter/photo to OH 
Box 350-148 


DOM. MAN (25- 
BO) SOUGHT 
Submissive, man¬ 
ly GWM. 59. 
seeks In-shape, 
dominant man 
(25-60) for S/S. 
No drugs, pot, 
boozers, hustlers. 
Easy apt car 
parking here. 
Write to ISA, 147 
W. 42 St. #603. 
NYC 10036.1 love 
men wearing unl- 


REAL LIFE 
COUNTRY BOY 
In New Ytxk City- 
39, dark hair/blue 


shaven, hairy 
body, In shape. 
Raised In the 
country, but knows 
We In me dty. En¬ 
joys theatre, mu¬ 
sic. travel, watts In 
me park, dinner In 
romantic piaces. 
Seeks someone 
who is not afraid 


HEATWAVE EX¬ 
PECTED 
35 165tos.gr/tor 
very handsome 


LARGE SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEOS/MAGAZINES/SCREENING BOOTHS 


SPRING FUNG! 
Cute GWM, 29. 
br/br, 5-5-, 130. 
healthy, profl, shy 
w/warm heart 


NOVELTIES / PERIODICALS / TOYS / ETC 


healthy athletic 
curious fun-loving 
preppy profession¬ 
al seeks outgoing 


VIDEO RENTALS / MEMBERSHIP PLANS 
lousvixoMirkNr 
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If you have sex with other men, no matter how infrequently, 
always use latex condoms. 

Because once is all it takes to transmit the AIDS virus. 

So protect yourself...and your partner. For more information, call: 

AIDS Hotline 718485-8111. 

AIDS 


Rubber Up f«i Solely 


*0, 


. E*»«d< Hoc* Merc Static Jc~f* MO MPM 



FANTASY LINE 
- 970-1234 J 


to be honest, ma¬ 
turity mon Impor¬ 
tant toan age. 
Wiling to buld ■ 
retattonehlp, not 
Into drugs or one- 
night t tends. OK N 
you turn heads In 
a crowd...i do too. 
Photopbonete: 
Outweak Box 
2482 

(212)873-2381 
Export blow job# 
for n>#n with un- 


ha aa ls juataau- 
per Wow I Leave 
number. II cal 
you right back(2- 
12)875-2307. 

OWM. 28.5-5~. 

120, BR/8R, 
healthy HIV*, 
househusbandlov 
er material seeks 
financially aecure. 


tonah^p oouW lead 
to unSmHed possl- 


photo letter phone 
#getanawered 

L.T.S 20278 New 
Ybrk, NY 10011- 


BOY WANTS 
SEX 

QWM21 (looks 
ognt teen body 


attve safe FUN 
sex w/young cute 
lean straight-look- 
(no boys asp 
wWy feet Left 
trade photo's A 
fantasies: J.C. 

Box 8007 543 W. 
43rd St. NYC 
10038. 

MISSION IMPOS¬ 
SIBLE? 

QWM8-1558 23 
y.o. BI/BI seeking 


T PARTYLINES 


NLY _ _ 

150 

a minute • 40<: first 


550-HARD Gay H.rdcor* 

550-BODY Body Buildars 

550-8888 Biaaxual Group 


CLASSIFIED 

INFORMATION 


ONLY 


«t minute • 200 first 

I 550-TOOL New York’s #1 Safe Sex Line 

I 550-STUD Brooklyn/Queens Party Line 

I 550-6666 Hispanic Group Line 

550-HUNK Gay One on One 

| 550-JO JO One on One Bisexual 
Very Busy 24 Hours! 

550-9999 Chicks with Dicks 
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550 

ORGY 

6 7 4 9 

NEW YORK'S 
HOTTEST NEW LINE 

GROUP & PRIVATE LINES 

24 HOURS 

18 OR OLDER • 11' MINUTE • 30' FIRST MINUTE 






GWM 27 VERY 
HANDSOME 

yir. i 60 t». 

BFVBL works out 
seeks handsome, 
masculine. In¬ 
shape men lor 
sale fun. Into 
bondage, sale 


HOT YOUNG 
TEXAN 

BiWM, 20. 6\ 175. 
Brown hair, green 
eyes and hand- 


I MOKAY ARE U 
OKAY? 

Healthy GWM, 35. 
comfortable looks 


ADULTS 

ONLY 


MUSCLE 

BONDAGE 

Hot BB 27 5S-. 
175# 48c 17A 
30W seeking that 


me up tight and 
make me em 
squirm. Sale sane 
Intense bondage 
lun UR muse with 
playful mean 
streak. Ph/Ph: 


thoughtful, soaks 
energetic pal tor 
metropolitan 
(mls)adventures. 
I'm a swarthy look- 


10113-0905. 


SPIT 

Is to work-sweaty 
armpits what 
10W40 is to pick¬ 
up trucks. Check 
under the hood tor 
you. buddy? Out- 
week Box 1931 


AMORE POSTE- 
RIORE A/P 

29. brtol. 6', mas¬ 
culine. very athlet¬ 
ic A young looks, 
stable, quiet very 
healthy, loving, un¬ 
pretentious, hand¬ 
some, cleanout, 

lightweight into 


Huim.im. iriu/iniimri cii,i 
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YOU MAKE THE CALL... 
WE MAKE THE CONNECTION 
THE REST IS UPTO YOU. 


O Join the action O Be a part of it O Or just listen 
O Live contact with other callers O Thousands of connections to be made 
O New friends O Dates O 24 hours O Every dav O Nationwide O Call now 


1 -900-999-BODS 

990 per minute 

1 -900-999-4600 

980 per minute 

1 -800-888-MALE 

65C per half minute Mastercard or Visa 





ATKOL VIDEO 


• Rent one nr mure Tor a one month period. \ idem also for sail* from 
SIV.V5 • $99.95. \\alch \ I Kol.'s«AY TV on ( hnnruIJ. 

ATKOL 

BOX 25% MUHLENBERG STATION 
^ PLAINFIELD. NJ 07060 

800-88- ATKOL fry/ Tl j 

* ^ — 1201 1 756*0601 in New Jersey 


trie right guy. 
Bright days and 


RENT GAY VIDEOS! ONLY $9.95 each! * 


ROMANTIC, 

PROF. 

musician with ac- 


SWEATY HORNY 
JOCKS 

Do you want your 
big foot (size 11+) 
serviced by a hot 
WM, 33. 6V. 185, 
vry hdsm, masc, 
+wks out? Then 
call Ray.btwn 
8pm-12mld. at 
212-875-735210 
moot (no phono 
Ito), tor exciting 
locker room 
scenes, explosive 


Experienced, 
muscular rootmilk- 


1 KNOW IT'S 
STRANGE 
Establish mont but 
unconventional 
GWM, 50. attrac¬ 
tive. athletic, 


BALLS 

Attractive blond 
HIV- Ivy grad 38 
sexy sensitive In¬ 
shape 5'9 r 150 
toe. frlendty and 
well hung seeks 
similar GM any 
race under 50 Into 
baits and hot safe 
sex. Phone (pho¬ 
to?) to Outweek 
Box 1951 


IlgenL articulate. 
radlcal'activIst/E.V 
Hlage type guy 
(who genuinely 
Hres older 
men)—Just tor the 
he! d It. Outweek 
Box 1941 


GOOD LOOKING, 
29Y.O. 

(looks 25) GWM. 
br. hair, blue eyes, 
57-, 150 tos., 
smooth body, 
good shape. 30* 
waisL smart fun. 
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GUYS ARE wllUNG FOR &UR CALL 

1-800-PR0-MTALE 

S 1-800-776-6253 E3 

1 - 8 O O - P R O * M"A L E 
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The Gay 
Connection 



M eet the men you want to meet from the New York 
area. With The Gay Connection, talk privately one- 
on-one with others who share your interests. Or, call Gay 
Selections and listen to “voice personal” messages left by 
others, and respond with a message of your own. 

Two great ways to meet the right one. 


a GAY 
CONNECTION' 


GAY 

SELECTIONS* 


1-900-468-MEET 1-900-370-2211 


Probjbil«t> of matching vane*. Only $1.00 per minute 

Only 98* per minute. 

Mu* be 18 year* or older. © Jartel, Inc., 1990. 


TRY OUR DEMO #’s: 

(212)967-8809 (one-on-one) • (212)594-1901 (voice pcrvonaU) 


OUTTWEEK May 16.1990 


SeeksapaJto 
play w*h. Should 
be young (25-35), 
bright indepen¬ 
dent, confident 
and very playful. 
Send photo/phone 
# with lette r. Out- 
week Box 2521 

THIS CUTE YET 
LONELY 
lem. GWM feels 
the pressure to be 
manly, but would 
rather fool a manly 
pressure! Want to 
have storfee and 
suggestions on 
how to deal with 
the antt-fem dis¬ 
crimination among 
gays. Write to An¬ 
drew P.O. Box 
3731, Cherry HU. 
NJ 08034 All 
replies weioome! 




exhibit. If ITS too 
big to control In 
you r pants then 
contact hot 
smooth 29 with re¬ 
quired photo & 
phone tor reply. 
MMQIM0M Md 
humongous only. 
P.O.Box 1699 Old 
Chelsea Station. 
NYC 10011. 


TINY JAPANESE 
GUYS 

5'5‘ or less want¬ 
ed to service a tal 
handsome Ger- 


browrvbrowtVstac 
ho/straight act 
ing'rrov.enut 

seeks GM 25-35 
tor friendship +. 
Phota/phonerfet- 
tedPOB2522 
West New York NJ 
07093. No 
drugs/smokere/Jer 


HOT A ROWDY 
ACTIVIST 
New Yorker. 30. 
looking for men ol 
all colors who Ike 
hot sweaty gay 
sex.l Uke hot men 
who like to shower 
after a roll on the 
mat. No dean 
queens, please. 
Write with 
phototohone. Out- 
week Box 2526 

EXHIBITIONISTS 
Public displays, 
embarrassing situ¬ 
ations. street, sub¬ 
way, bus, locked 
out nude.ete. Also 
huge, obscene, 
erect traffic-stop¬ 
ping bulging bas¬ 
ket displays in 
skin-tight sweats, 
spandex, too- 
small shorts, any¬ 
thing sprayed-on. 
rude, vulgar. Swe* 


great time if you're 
fascinated by big 
testicles. MLD 
Suite 348 163 Am¬ 
sterdam NYC 
10023. 

FOOD HAZING 
Open your mouth 
wtdo and I will 
leed you with food 
tH you are swofen 
and laL You can 
only waddle from 
place to place. I 
w» treat you fce 
the pig you are. 
Answer with photo 
and letter of desire 
to; F.H., LTS 
20053. NYC 
10011-9993. 

SOMETIMES 
THERE'S TRUTH 
IN ADVERTISING 
Handsome, fit 
GWM. 41, HIV 
neg. I'm fun, 


Seeking similar 
guy tor the tong 
run. Phone (photo 


REAL LIFE 
COUNTRY BOY 
In New York Cfiy- 
39. dark hair/blue 
eyes, clean¬ 
shaven, hairy body. 
In shape. Raised In 
the country, but 
knows Me In foe 
c«y. Enjoys theatre, 


















DIAL 

970-LOAD 


llie number says it all! 


A different 
horny hunk 
cvenj time you call. 


ex-cop 38 yo 5‘8" 
150 very 

muscVmascV&eek 
s footbaiVpower 
lifter type^OO 
b.+Arery 
mascThealthy 
sale. You work 
oat/lt shows-A*. 
Various safe fun 
OK/me - basicafy 
top. Photo please. 
Box 996 201 Var- 
k* St NY NY 
10014. 


(212) 873-2307 
Expert btow Jobs 
tor men with un- 


1 - 900 - 456-7890 


ITALIAN 

Handsome QWM 
29 hrd working 
endearing wants 
to meet Italian to 
date, possibly 
more. Phone and 
letter to Outweek 
Box 2421 ▼ 


BOY IN 
LINGERIE 
White Latin male, 
Cl. shaven, cute, 
healthy. 5’4\ 130. 
39, hairy, uncut 


DOUBLE 

DATING 


Make Dates... 

Meet New Friends... 
Share Phone Fantasies! 

Listen to New Yorkers tell you what 


For a limited time, 
we'll double the 
run of your 
personal ad, FREE. 
That means you 
get twice the 
exposure, twice 
the responses, 
twice the fun. Just 
enclose this 
coupon with your 
order form, and 
we'll double the 
number of weeks 
your ad runs. 
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Safer Sex Guidelines 


THE BROOKLYN QUEENS 

GAY PARTY LINE 

550-STUD 


USE A CONDOM WHEN RJCIONS. 

Avoid oil-based lubricants such as 
baby oil. Vaseline. Crrsco etc. as they 


DO THESE PER- 
SONALS WORK? 
Sober QWF 24. 
yr. 125#, high- 
energy, love to re- 
ally let go on Ihe 


USE A CONDOM DUMNG ORAL 

SEX. II you dont. avoid placing the 
head of your partner's codr in you 


I MOSTLY QAY/Bt 
it GREEK SEX 


urine, menstrual blood, and infect ion- 
re la ted vaginal discharge 

NEVER SHARE WORKS This 
includes needles, syringes, droppers, 
spoons, cottons or cookers. If you must 
reuse works, been them after each 
use with bleach, or m an emergency 
with rubbing alcohol or vodka, by 
drawing the solution into the needle 
three times and then drawing dean 


LETS HAVE ter. Outweek 
FRIENDLY SEX!!! 2406 


MY FIRST AO 
dm 28,57*. green 
eyes, auburn hair, 
Mng In N J., ctoee 
to N.Y. I enjoy al 
music, except 


AVOID EXCESSIVE ALCHOHOl OR 
DRUG USE Many people are unable 
to maintain safer sex practices after 
getting high. 

DON’T HESITATE TO: Fudt with a 
condom, have oral sex with a condom 
Play with, but don't share, dean sex 
toys, wbrators and dittoes. Enjoy mes¬ 
sage. hugging, masturbation (alone, 
with a partner or in a group!, and role- 
playing. 
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CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 


Name 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Address 

t 

City/State/Zip 

Start lout -VfW 

Paid Keyed Proofed 

Phono_ 


All OutWtek Classified Advertising is prepaid 

The Deadline la NOON MONDAY, one week before on-sale date. 

OutWeek reserves the right to edit, reject or rewrite any advertisement 

In case of error on our part, no refunds - additional insertions only. 

$15 00 fee for corn changes or cancellations 

Mail sent to OutWeek Box ft is forwarded weekly, on Mondays 

OutWeek boxes are NOT to be used for the distribution of bulk mail or advertising circulars 

FOR YOUR SAFETY. NO STREET ADDRESSES ARE PERMITTED IN THE PERSONALS SECTION 

Return this entire page, 
with appropriate payment, to: 

OutTWeek Classifieds 

159 W. 25th Street 7th Floor 

New York. NY 10001. 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 

S3 per line (seven line 
minimum) Please conform your 
ed copy to the grid. 

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS: 


4* _10% 

13ju.-.15% 

26*. ....20% 


PERSONALS RATES: 

Si per line (seven line 
minimum) Please conform 
your ed copy to the grid. 


DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
RATES: 

$25/column inch Please inquire 
for frequency discounts Column 
width 1 7/8* 


CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

Or,» HIM'. »pac». or puncluitioo m.rfc per bo» 


1 

i i i ; t i i i i i i i : i i i i i i 

2 

-Ll 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 i I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

3 

-1 1 1 1 M M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

4 

-Ll 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 

5 

- 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | 1 | | | | | | ,| | | 

6 

-11 1 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1.1 1 1 

Lz_ 

M J Jll M 1 1 1 I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 l l l i l l i 

8 


9 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | | | | | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

to 


11 


12 

J M 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | | | | | \\ | | 

13 

-1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | | | 1 1 1 1 

14 

1 1 M 1 1 1 1 M M M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

15 

. ... 


PERSONALS 

_fanes O Si 00 (seven line minimum)- 

times_weeks ad is to run. 

Give me an OutTWeek Box t 

and forward my mail each week for_ 

months Q S20 per month ■ 

Telephone venfcation charge 

(if your phone i appears in ad) O $10 00 = 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Category_,_ 

_fanes Q S3 00 (seven line mirwnum)» 

times_weeks ad is to run 

if ad is to run four or more times, 
deduct appropriate frequency discount 


Charge my Visa / Mastercard Acct t . 
Signature_ 


.E*P_ 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 













I OUT WEEK 

1 Edited by Gerard Mackeyl 



I SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK S OUTWEEKON SALE MONDAY 


ACROSS 

1. NYC attraction 
5. Down with: Fr. 

9. Certain ammo 

12. Islamic leader 

13. Bell-shaped flower 
15. Crawford classic 

17. Ballads 

18. Astrological function 

19. Heraldic border 

20. Symbol of sovereignty 

21. Allen Ginsberg poem 
23. SiakeTs partner 

25. Miss Brice 

26. Actress Hedcart 
28. Spasky's game 

30. Mangles 

31. leaflet 

32. Radio station emps. 

35. La_gauche 

36. Map 

37. Low tide 

38. Ending for Brooklyn 
39- Light refractor 

40. 'Don’t_thing' 

41. Some horses 


• 42. Heed 
43 Bedeck 

45. Soil 

46. _de guerre 

52. Dole (out) 

53- Serrated 

54. Soviet river 

55- Period after Passover 

56. Tropical fruits 

57. Secna of the silents 

58. Concorde 

59. Brine component 

60. Org 

DOWN 

1. Venus de_ 

2. The tentmaker 

3. Ginsberg poem 

4. Moms 

5. Transfer: legal 

6. _sienna 

7. Landed 

8. Warble 

9. Bistre and sepia 

10. Member of the peerage 

11. Inane 

14. Faultless 


16. Composer Rorcm 
21. Sandra and Ruby 
22 Hops kiln 
24. See 48 down 

26. Green land 

27. Eye port 

28. Indelicate 

29. Injury 
31. Recdlikc 

32 Ginsberg poem 

33 Bowles or Grey 
34. Bridge 

36. Started a Model T 

37. Aerie 

39. Stoma 

40. Spanish painter 

41. Mapplethorpe 
42 Most recent 

43- Attention-getting sounds 

44. Is fond of 

45. A Ford 

46 Weather forecasters' assn. 

47. Gershwin, et al. 

48. With 24 down, Latin phrase 

50. Singles 

51. Horace or Thomas 

54. Mauna_ 


SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK S PUZZLE 


I IUUUU UUUU UUIfl 
luUUU LIULILJ uuzm 
luuuuuuuuuu UUULJl 
IuUUUUU ULJLI UUUUl 
I UUU UUUU 

I uuuuuuu uuuuuul 
uuuuu uuuuu uuul 

UUUU UUUUU ULHJul 

UUU uuuuu uuuuul 
uuuuuu uuuuuuu J 
UUUU UUU ■ 
UUUU uuu uuuuuul 
UUUU uuuuuuuuuul 
UUUU UUUU uuuul 
UUUU UUUU uuuul 
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DIAL NOW 


WAITING! 





A RUBBER IS A FRIEND 

r-Nl Y<3D)-U R PQtB C K E I 
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